


Laying workers can
appear in a colony
during any time of the
year, All it takes is a
colony to be hopelessly
queenless for about
three weeks, plus or
minus, and the extend-
ed absence of queen
pheromone allows de-
¥ velopment of ovaries
in some workers. Of
course these workers
have niot mated so pro-
duce only drone eggs;
and they do not dis-
criminate when choos-
ing open cells and sev-
eral eggs may be deposited in a single cell. Laying workers
may also begin to produce some aspects of queen pheromone
and thus be treated as queens by other workers. The Ultimate
end of this drama, of course, is a colony that perishes because
no new workers are produced. A laying worker colony at this
time of year is considered a lost cause, and rather than ex-
pend time and energy trying to save what few bees are left,
dispatch any stragglers and protect the equipment for next
season. {photo by Bill Mondjack)
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