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I think the most difficult public
speaking ordeal I've ever had was
about five years ago while working
at the Madison Bee Lab. We had
just finished the first year of a
sweet corn / honey bee / pesticide
study that had partially been fund-
ed by the Wisconsin Canners and
Freezers Association. This is a loose
knit group of commercial vegetable
growers, whose primary objective
is to advance the science of veget-
able production and make thisinfor-
mation available toits members.

Pesticide conflicts and confron-
tations between sweet corn pro-
ducers and beekeepers were fairly
serious then and they were occur-
ing often enough that the vegetable
people decided to fund a project
looking for solutions both beekeep-
ers and growerscould live with.

You may think this a perfect
opportunity to take some well
aimed shots at those folks causing
all the grief. And, I suppose in the
back of my mind that thought did
occur. But remember, these were
the folks paying for answers.
Further, they controlled the purse
strings for next years' study. At best
it was a delicate situation — at
worst a nightmare.

Being both a beekeeper and a
grower I understood both sides of
the question. But I was working for
a USDA Honey Bee Research Lab
while our funding was from the
growers.

Needless to say, I anticipated a
hostile audience, or at best, in-
different. It was my job, according
to my boss, to get them .excited
about this project. We wanted a
good response to our study which
would not only provide continued
funding, but advance basic honey
bee biology information at the
same time. "Keep everybody
happy,” were his words I think.

Boy, did I practice that talk.
For two weeks I bugged everybody
I could think of. After my daughter
(age 7) had heard the third rewrite
she asked "If I clean my room, do I
have to hear this again?"

By the big day I thought I had
it down. My slides were perfect. I
had it timed to the second, and I

' knew it forewards, backwards and
inside out — or so I thought.

As I satin the audience waiting
my turn I looked around at the

crowd. There were nearly 400 farm-
ers, pesticide applicators, supervisors,
managers, owners and other inter-
ested people, along with many Re-
search people like myself, getting
ready to talk.

I turned to a friend and asked
"What if they don't like what I have to
say?" He replied, "That hardly ever
happens, and besides, they won't hurt
you anyway."

"Won't hurt me — they won't
hurt me! What do you mean — they
won't hurt me?”, I nearly screamed.

He was kidding of course, but

had chosen a particularly bad time to
do so — I was up next.

I heard my name announced, my
position and the title of my talk. I sort
of steered myself towards the
podium, opened my notebook, sum-
moned every ounce of will power I
had, took 2 deep breaths and said
"Could I have my pides slease?"

Obviously the person running
the slide projector didn't understand
me. So I cleared my throat and said

! Nothing came out! My
vocal cords were welded in place.
Try as I might, nothing happened.
PANIC CITY!!

I looked over at my boss, who
had a smile on his face, bordering on
a belly-laugh roar. So much for
credibility, I thought.

So I took 2 more deep breaths,
looked straight at my notebook and
again asked for my slides. It came out
so natural and smooth I thought
someone else had said it. The first
slide came up and I was off and

running. A (nearly) perfect
presentation.
Many years ago, Gallup or

Harris (I forget which) conducted a
poll asking what one thing people
were most afraid of. Many nasty
events were mentioned — burning to
death, disease, heights, car accidents
— like I said, some really terrible
stuff. But number one, far and away
— was public speaking! I ecan
understand that. I don't know why it
is, but if there's one thing in life that
can tie my innards in knots, make me
sweat in February or make an instant
trip to Antarctica look interesting —
its the 5 minutes spent before I get up
to give a talk. It doesn't make any
difference who the group is — 400
vegetable farmers or 20 beekeepers at
a county meeting — the feeling is the
same.

But since that first experience
I've learned a few tricks to help me
through those 5 minutes, and even
a few for when you ask for your
'pides slease'.

The . first is — PRACTICE,
PRACTICE, PRACTICE! This will
probably put a totally new strain
on your marriage, make even your
best friends avoid you, and have
your co-workers take enough sick
time to rival the plague. But don't
give up. A well-rehearsed talk can
get you through even the most
incredible events. Upside-down
slides, the projector lamp blowing,
a particularly nasty heckler, a baby
suddenly announcing its presence
— all can shake up or dismantle a
talk. But if it's been well-rehearsed
you can pick up right where you
left off, without missing a beat.

If you have the equipment,
video tape yourself and watch
your delivery. If not, at least tape
record your talk. Be critical, and
listen to your criticism. You know
what sounds good to you, so strive
to please yourself. Chances are
good that you are far harsher than
any audience will be.

Another thing to keep in mind
is that those folks out there invited
you to speak to them. They must
have some faith in you, either as a
speaker or as an acknowledged
expert in your field. Think of an
invitation as a vote of confidence in
you as a person, and as a speaker.

In the same vein, remember
the words a friend of mine once
said, "They can't shoot you and
they won't eat you!" At first, these
may not be comforting words, but
on the other hand, no matter how
badly you perform, youll Ilive
through it. You may not want to
live through it, but if you've done
your homework it won't be that
bad in the first place.

When you finally get up there,
there are 2 or 3 things to remember
that should be picked up during
practice. First, don'ttalktoofast.
Second, don'ttalktoofast, and fin-
ally, don'ttalktoofast. Along with
this — remember to breathe, you
know, in, out, in, out ...

Eye contact with your
audience is important. Pick out 2 or
3 people in the audience and talk
TO them, not AT them. A good

Continued on Page 491
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The following figures represent
current prices reported by our
contributors. They are based on
reports from many states averaged
out for each region. Where
insufficient information is received,
no price is shown. The retail prices
represent the price of each size jar.

Wholesale Extracted Reporting Regions
Sales of extracted, unprocessed honey to Packers, F.O.B. Producer.
Containers Exchanged 1 2 3 4 s 6 7 8 R A
60 lbs. (per can) White 44.50 38.35 36.00 31.80 39.00 36.10 38.63 39.00 31.80-44.00 38.40
60 Ibs. (per can) Amber 42.50 35.95 32.40 25.80 36.00 32.93 36.00 36.00 25.80-45.00 35.32
55 gal. drum/lb. White 575 pnASE 60N :531 R.650T 160 581 ;52 .45-.65 .57
55 gal. drum/lb. Amber .53 44 54 43 60 46 .53 44 .36-.60 .50
Case lots -- Wholesale
1 Ib. jar (case of 24) 27.70 24.08 28.00 25.56 21.36 24.71 25.00 25.20 19.20-29.00 25.20
2 1b. jar (case of 12) 25.75 22.41 25.20 22.75 21.12 2.33 28.13 -~ 17.40-31.15 23.94
5 1b. jar (case of 6) 30.00 25.83 -- 24.95 26.12 24.03 25.40 25.50 22.10-30.00 25.92
Retail Honey Prices
1/2 1b. .90 .88 - 75 69 90 .88 .90 .75-1.01 .87
12 oz. Squeeze Bottle 145 1.48 150 1.29 .87 1.33 1.33 1.29 .87-1.79 1.32
1 1b. 1.56 1.66 1.69 1.50 1.25 1.58 1.60 1.45 1.25-1.95 1.57"
2 1b. 2.73 2.83 299 2.75 2.19 2.58 2.65 - 2.37-3.55 272
2-1/2 1b. 3.35 4.03 3.97 - 279 3.10 3.15 - 2.79-4.60 3.54
3 1b. 397 435 3.50 3.25 3.29 379 3.85 3.50 3.25-4.98 3.83
4 1b. 5.00 4.83 5.89 4.25 4.19 4.44 441 - 4.25-5.89 4.69
5 Ib. 6.25 5.60 6.50 5.75 5.15 547 547 539 5.21-6.50 5.70
1 Ib. Creamed 1.75 1.20 1.71 155 1.69 1.70 1.57 1.40 1.40-1.84 1.60
1 1b. Comb 237 194 2.52 2.25 1.89 195 1.75 2.25 1.75-2.52 2.08
Round Plastic Comb 2.50 2.13 2.50 1.85 = 1:874,2:32" 1.654 1.65-3/00s 2:02
Beeswax (Light) 1205 0 D1 RIRQ0NEN 85 L1004 B8 e 80; .75 .65-1.25 .81
Beeswax (Dark) 97N "84 n i8S = 7S 880 .81™ .70, .60 .60-1.10 .79
Pollination (Avg/Colony) 27.50 15.00 20.00 29.25 -- 20.00 23.00 25.00 15.00-30.00 19.96
Honey Report Graph Features *Region 1.

On the far right hand side you will see
two different columns. The first, labeled "R",
is the price range of prices reported from all
contributors - lowest to highest. The second
column, labeled "A", is the average price of
a particular commodity across all regions.
Example: the range in price of a 1 pound jar
of honey sold retail is $1.25 - $1.95 and the
average price across the country is $1.57.

In the comments section you will see a
figure called the "Price Index". This figure is
only a descriptive statistic that compares
ALL regions to the highest region of the
month.

Example: Region 2 has a price index of
1.00 this month and ren..ining regions are
compared to that index.
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Price Index .98. Sales and prices steady
to slightly improving. Excellent honey
crops reported from all regions and
bees generally in good shape every-
where. Few reports of diseases or other
problems (excluding bears).

*Region 2.

Price Index 1.00. Sales steady, prices
up slightly. Good early and mid-season
honey flows reported. Moisture ade-
quate, if not abundant. Tulip Poplar and
clovers producing well generally, with
minor crops filling in in some areas.
*Region 3.
Price Index
down. Colonies

.66. Sales slow, prices
in excellent condition

with excellent flows to date. Quality of
product so far is superior, with bee-
keepers expecting excellent year in
most areas, but FL production reduced
somewhat due to recent rain.

*Region 4.

Price Index .79. Sales steady, with
prices gradually increasing. Excellent
crop so far. Mild weather in most areas,
but rain in some has reduced yields,
Pollination requirements up this year,
even with increased prices.

*Region §S.

Price Index .85. Sales slow to steady,
prices steady. Dry spell over in south-
emn areas, has helped produce excellent
quality crop. Northém areas experienc-
ing early flows and good honey. Clover
doing well in ND and expect bwnper
crop.

*Region 6.

Price Index .82. Sales strong, prices
steady. Rainy weather in many areas
has reduced expected crop, but produc-
tion still above previous years. colon-
ies in good condition and ample soil
moisture may help late in season.

*Region 7.

Price index .94. Sales and prices
strong. Mixed review this month. Low
soil mosture, grasshoppers and pesti-
cides, along wtih high temps being ex-
perienced in eastern areas, but stll
good crops being produced. CO reports
slow flows but bees are in good
condition.

*Region 8.

Price Index .89. Sales strong and tour-
ist demand increasing. Colonies strong
for ‘excellent honey flows. Pesticides
are a problem in some areas. Weather
normal so rest of season should provide
good crop.

GLEANINGS IN BEE CULTURE



Mailbox

A COMMON MYTH?

Dear Editor:

I quit taking Gleanings because
of your editorial position attempting
to convince the reader that women
have played a major role in the art of
beekeeping. The facts show that
women have played an insignificant
role in the history of beekeeping
except, of course, in the kitchen. Your
feminist attitude is a sleazy attempt to
undermine the beekeeping tradition. I
don't know one woman who could
even lift a super, let alone work an
entire bee yard.

Richard Blanchard
13456 Memorial Dr.
Collinsville, OK 74021

Dear Mr. Blanchard:

Since you have declined to renew
#your subscription, I trust a friend will
. show you this reply.

If you have interpreted my
remarks over the past year or so as
an argument that women have
played a major role in the art of
beekeeping you are sadly mistaken.
Mr. Blanchard, women don't need
anyone to come to their defense, in
beekeeping or any other occupation.

far as your ‘beekeeping
tradition' is concerned, it's not at all
clear as to what 'tradition’ you are
referring to. Perhaps you refer to the
myth that only men are strong
enough to take stings; only men are
wise enough to produce honey; or
only men are smart enough to 'do
beekeeping business'.

I also suggest you take care in
voicing your attitudes regarding
women lifting and working in a bee
yard. I wouldn't make too much noise
in that direction, you might be very
surprised.

Mr. Blanchard, I don't think the
beekeeping community can afford to
discriminate against anyone — male,
female, short, tall, blond, brunette or
red head. If we want to find solutions
to the many problems we are
“onfronted with we cannot exclude

&: .nyone willing to help.

In fact, I find your attitude not
only non-productive, but counter-
productive. If you had taken this time

August 1987

instead to write a letter to the Editor
of your local newspaper regarding
the benefits of honey bee pollination
you would have not only accom-
plished something for the ‘art’ of
beekeeping — but saved me the time
it took to answer your letter.

The Editor
A SCALE COLONY
Dear Editor:
We are sideline beekeepers

managing 150 colonies in northeast
Arkansas for the production of comb
and extracted honey from soybeans.
Our bees are permanently located in
an area of intense cultivation and the
lack of trees makes it difficult for
swarms to find a home. So it is not
unusual to find combs built in
unusual places.

On April 4th,1987a
fellow beekeeper,
Aaron Newcomb,
and I were
inthe §
process
b |

L b ¢

of =
checking"
ayard of .
twenty hives.

They arein a -
single row under a
treeline and facing

a parallel fenceline 30
feet away. The fenceline

is covered with

honeysuckle and other

vegetation and I noticed

two'sets of combs about

20 feet apart. Due to the

vegetation I had not seen

them last fall and as

usual the winter had

killed all the bees. We

trimmed around each and took i
several picturesthen cut each

one down to take back and show

our club, The Cleburne County
Beekeepers. I looked each over after it
had been cut off and then placed
them on a bed of pine needles in the
truck for the hundred mile trip home.
Doing this exposed a side of one that I
hadn't seen and something looked
odd about it. I picked it back up and
could see two coils of a snake inside

the comb.

We carefully placed it on the
ground and got ready to get as many
pictures as we could. It was poked
gently with a hive tool between sheets
of comb and at first it came out
slowly giving us some very good
pictures. Once it was half way out it
made greater haste for new quarters.
It was a non-poisonous black snake
about three feet long, very slender
and occupied a cavity that was very
small.

Examination of the cavity re-
vealed it to be lined with grass and
mouse hairs. It seems apparent that
after the cold and rain destroyed the
bees a ‘colony’ of mice moved in and
made a nest. With the advent of
warm weather the serpent evicted
the rodents and made himself at
home.

This ‘was our third interesting
experience with outside hives includ-
ing one discovered on a cold October
day on a limb and placed in a TV
shipping box to be warmed, fed and
successfully transferred to a hive in
the spring. Another was discovered
in the corner of a huge picture
window of a lakefront vacation home
that was cut down one comb at a time
and placed in empty frames by the
traditional string method. The former
was swept away in a flood and the
latter still lives and I see its string

remnants on the frames occasionally.

~ Animportant by-

o oy S K product of
iy :ygﬁ. these
il i ;‘3.1‘:: . fascinating
e 3} bs % experiences
. t: w& . was the
-'.':‘. e 4 ‘3‘
k=
change of pace at bee
meetings which all too

often seem repititious.

Boyd Murdock, B & B Apiaries
Wilburn Rt., Box 320
Heber Springs, AR 72543

Continued on Next Page
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MAILBOX... Cont. from Page 445

MORE ON FOUNDATION
AT HOME

Dear Editor:

Mr. Iannuzzi has an excellent
article "Making Foundation at Home"
in the September, 1986 issue and Mr.
William Anderson writes in Novem-
ber '86 about the high cost of washing
machinerollers to be put to that use.

Haack Products, P. O. Box 210,
Franklin, MI 48025 advertises in
Trailer Life magazine a hand wringer
for $39.95. No size is given. It is called
“Mr. Wringer" and they offer a free
brochure.

Bruce W. Burney
P. O. Box 82
Applegate, CA 95703

WINTERING INDOORS
CONTINUED

Dear Editor:

Since publishing my article en-
titled "Wintering Indoors" in the June
1987 issue of Gleanings I have re-
ceived inquiries regarding specific
details about this method of winter-
ing. I do not have the technical
facilities to research many important
aspects of this possibly innovative
concept, but would like to offer ideas
not mentioned in the article and
should be considered when planning
a similar structure.

1. The opening of the ventilating
pipe should be high enough above the
roof so that snow does not drift and
block the opening, causing suffoca-
tion. Six feet above ground level
seems to be about right. It is pre-
ferable to use white plastic rather
than black as the latter tends to heat
up under the warm spring sun, and it
is cold dry air that should go into the

Golden Harvester Extractor

The best small extractor on the market. Tough %"
thick polyethylene plastic tank, complete with
plastic gate valve. Stainless steel basket.

Power Extractor

1% HP gear reduced electric motor
(ship wt. 55 Ibs.)

Hand Extractor
Metal cross bar supports aluminum hand crank
(ship wt. 41 Ibs.)

$325.%0

$195.90

55 qallon (ship wt. 32#)
)‘kﬁﬁg{ ) % W\ww »ﬁ\‘?%%{ \ \ﬁ?\uﬂwfwmmﬁm

Honey Storage Tanks

USDA approved tough %" thick
polyethylene tank complete with lid. Will
not dent or bulge. Easy to clean.

Electric Uncapping Knife
(ship wt. 2#) $37.75

1# Plastic Queenline Jars
with lids (24/cs. ship wt. 3%) $7.10

5# Plastic Pail with lid
& handle (50 ct. ship wt. 13#) $28.25

15 ggllon (ship wt. 18#)
30 gallon (ship wt. 26#)

$35.95
$53.95
$71.95

S
Call for g . .
STRAUSER MANUACTURING Inc. Free Catalog 11 80?2‘962214\1%\ 2 ?d?n%

P.O. Box 991. Walla Walla, WA 99362

AR
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cabin. The top of the entrance
opening should also have an exten-
sion of 1/4" wire mesh about four
inches long covered by an inverted
empty gallon can which will prevent
the entrance of rodents and snow.

2. I have found that two 4"
ventilating openings are about right
for a cabin approximately 7-1/2' x 15-
1/2' x 42" high. It is better to build
larger than anticipated because win-
ter losses will be reduced and expan-
sion of the number of colonies will
probably result. Also, if only forty or
fifty colonies are available, one ven-
tilator can be sealed. The ideal situa-
tion is to have enough ventilation to
remove the moisture generated but
small enough so that the bees use the
minimum of honey.

3. Have the shortest side facing
south, giving the least exposure to the
spring sun.

4. The side, preferably north or
east, where the hives are put in and
removed, should not be bermed
higher than 24", reducing bending
when lifting in or out, and the top of
the berm and wall should be flat so
that several hives can be rested there
so as not to be obliged to climb in and
out for each hive.

5. The used utility poles I had for
my cabin had been out of the ground
for twenty years and there was no
residual smell of creosote, which I
consider highly toxic to bees in an
enclosed space. However, the
railroad ties for my second ecabin
smelled strongly of creosote, so
before placing the earth berm I
draped four mil polyethylene film
over the sides, inside and out, and
after sealing the bottoms with earth
there was no more smell of creosote.

6. The site should be well drained
so that water will not leak into the
cabin.

7. 42" is the optimum height of
the walls. This allows three tiers of
single brood chamber hives without
covers and is a reasonable height to
build the earth berm and to allow
lifting over. This height also allows
sufficient height to separate the tiers
from the ground, and from each
other, with used 1" boards to permit
air circulation.

8. This building maintains a
winter temperature permitting bees
to leave the hive and die, and
prevents masses of dead wet bees on
bottom boards and between frames
often found in springtime.

9. Depending on the' type of
removable roofing you can find, be
sure that it does not cave in with the
weight of snow, allowing spring rains
to flood the cabin. My location is quite
windy, which seems to keep the roof

Continued on Next Page
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almost clear of snow. Have a slight
slope of 1" in 12" for the roofing.
George Coombes
R. R.#1, Vankleek Hill,
Ontario, KOB IRO

NAKED OR MARKED?

Dear Editor: .

Most of us humans are "marked"”
by hair color, height, weight and age,
identifiable by name and social
security number. None of us enjoys
or expects to be addressed as "Hey,
you", but much preferring an identity
such as Bill or Mary.

A colony of bees revolves about
just one "critter" — the queen. Unlike
humans, they cannot be identified by
cosmetic or structural differences. In
fact, can you identify a new queen as
aresult of supercedure?

Since the queen is the total focal
point of success or failure of a colony,
why not have the facility of knowing
each queen by an identifying color
and/or thorax number, in contrast to
reporting that colony A was better
than colony B?

We humans, via recorded his-
tory, have knowledge of those "super-
queens" of the past: Cleopatra, Maria
Theresa, Mary Queen of Scots,
Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria. Each
of them had a dramatic effect on our

I will not own a colony without a
queen marked by both color and
number. My records of beekeeping
experimentation are kept not by
Colony A, B or C, but by queen. I do
not use the International Color Code
since I find blue and green difficult to
see. I use the 3 colors I see best: white,
yellow and bright red. I use a specific
color for each year, paint the thorax,
then affix a similar colored metallic
numbered disc over the wet paint.
The paint quickly dries and "viola"!,
we have an identified queen.

Your beekeeping skills and know-
ledge of each colony will be materi-
ally improved using such a system.

George Imerie, Jr.

TO PLASTIC OR
NOT TO PLASTIC

Dear Editor:

I would like to comment on an
article written by Mr. Charles Koover
in your June, 1986 issue. I feel Mr.
Koover was in error regarding his
statement, "You can't fix a broken

/4 Hlastic frame".
&5 Apparently, Mr. Koover is not

aware of all the types of plastic now
in use, and the various cements and
techniques used to repair them. To
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name a few: common plexiglass, the
acrylic cements and numerous vinyl
products. Also, heat melting and re-
joining works well for some types of
plastic.

Perma-Comb, a fully drawn plas-
tic comb, can be easily repaired using
the Kelley ear replacer fastened with
four sheet metal screws. This is ad-
visable with wood too, as splitting
may occur otherwise.

I don't think there is any method
that can repair a rotten piece of wood,
except replacement. The technique of
"using a nail" can also be used with
Perma-Comb. However, a more satis-
factory method would be to use a
screw — it lasts longer.

Dr. Herb Drapkin
Perma-Comb Systems

Mr. Koover Replies:

I still feel that broken plastic re- 1

paired with glue lacks the strength of
the initial product. Walter Kelley's
Lug replacer is excellent, as is an-
other, similar product made in
Canada.

I write from my own experience,
and my comments are drawn solely
from these experiences. Cheerio!

Charlie Koover
Honolulu, HI

INDIANA MYSTERY

I would like to mention a weird
situation here. Last year's honey crop
was a disaster. I extracted some
honey on Christmas eve — the latest
ever — and got less than 100 lbs from
some 15 hives.

Since I had checked them late
and left plenty of stores they came
through the winter in good shape.
Currently, for the last 8 days my scale
hive has been gaining about 5 lbs. a
day. Some hives have 70 or 80 lbs. of
honey already. If I extract in a couple
of weeks it would be about the earliest
time ever.

The honey crop has been de-
clining here from 2,800 lbs. (record)
about 20 years ago (from the same
number of hives) to a low of 400 lbs. a
couple of years ago. Lately, I have
averaged around 1,000 lbs.

Don Wardell
Box 325
Winona Lake, IN 46590

An Open Letter To ...

Honey Industry Council of
America

Dear Sir,
I am a commercial beekeeper
and, in addition to being a producer, I

Continued on Next Page
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Pretective Clething for Beokeepers
$4]1 THE HONEY RUSTLER

Special Features are: -

¢ Immedlate Protection
* Cool 10 wear

* No Hat needed

* Removabk Hood

9

S (34-36)
M (38-40)

L (42-44)

XL (44-46)

BEEKEEPERS FULL o)
LENGTH JackeT ($49,99
WITH DETACHABLE
HOOD. Includes

State Chest Size. Shipping

B. J. Sherriff

Dept. 1, P.O. Box 416
Nacoochee, GA 30571

E BANDED ITALIAN QUEENS

1-4 $4.00
5-24 $3.50
25 - 49 $3.00
50-up 8275

HANDBOOK ON
SWARM PREVENTION
18 Pages of Text and lllustrations
$4.00 Postpaid
H.E. WERNER
5 Hilton Road,
Wilmington, DE 19810

an
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Sugar available for feeding.
Granulated, in bags, binsor  §
bulk. We cover the entire U.S. §

St. Charles

Trading Inc.

1(800) 336-1333
In MO (314) 625-1500

\
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am also extensively involved in the
administrative side of industry
affairs.

I am well aware of the potential
threat to the US beekeeping industry
from the Africanized bee and, of
course, the wider implications for
crop pollination.

Recently, a small article in a local
rural newspaper made mention of
$20 billion in crops being in jeopardy
from the Africanized bee. It also
stated that swarms are expected to
reach Texasby 1989.

I understand your Department
of Agriculture has prepared a num-
ber of reports on this subject covering
both the effect on your beekeeping
industry and on agriculture in gen-
eral through pollination.

If at all possible, I would appre-
ciate copies of the reports and any
other information you may have on
this subject.

Still in the same industry but on a
different aspect, I understand there
are a number of futures markets in
honey in some US cities and I am
anxious to learn how they function.

I appreciate this request may not
be in your province, however,
perhaps you could advise me as to
whom to contact and where.

Finally, I would be grateful if you
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The Ideal Supplement or Substitute for Pollen

Wheast™ Bee-Bread is a fully nutritious diet that is specially formulated to meet
the nutritional needs of honeybees.

Published research studies show that Wheast™ Bee-Bread supplies the protein.
vitamins, and minerals essential for sustaining bee populations better than any
other pollen supplement or substitute. Wheast™ Bee-Bread may be used at
any time of the year to maintain colony vigor. and encourage brood rearing.

For a free brochure, or to place an order call Toll Free

800 MER-RICK (637-7425)

We ship anywhere in the Continental U.S. via U.P.S

,/@/‘4;
L

The Dry Fat and Baby Animal Nutrition Specialists
In Wisconsin, call collect 608-831-3440

could also forward the address of the
newly created US Honey Board.

K. G. McMenemy

189 Leake Street

Belmont

Western Australia 6104

An Open Letter To. ..

Mr. Harry Fulton

State Apiarist

State of Mississippi

P. O. Box 5207

Mississippi State, MS 39667

Dear Harry,

I received a copy of the proposed
changes in the Mississippi bee regu-
lations today. I am very disturbed by
this approach to solving our prob-
lems with the mite. The new regu-
lations divide the state into two zones.
The north one half of the state, zone
A, would receive protection from the
mite by prohibiting entry of live bees,
including packages, queens, drones
or bees on comb, while the south one
half of the state, zone B, would
operate under the present inadequate
regulations.

For too long we Mississippi bee-
keepers have allowed the migratory
beekeeper to establish our regula-
tions. We even allow non-resident

beekeepers to vote in our association. ™ )

When the mite problem was first
discovered you enlisted a large out-of-
state migratory beekeeper to help
write our regulations! We deserve
having the mite. We have not tried to
prevent it. Now you propose to divide
our beekeepersinto-two groups.

Our present regulations call for a
certificate of inspection from the ship-
ping state. Four of the eight bee-
keepers found with infected bees
moved the bees into Mississippi
under such a certificate. These inade-
quate regulations are destroying the
Package-Nuc-Queen industry in Miss-
issippi. The existing regulations call
for the depopulation of infested hives
or treating with approved chemicals.
I know of no approved chemical, yet
when the mite was first diseovered in
Mississippi you ignored this regula-
tion. (The find was in a large migra-
tory beekeepers yard.) I have to won-
der what would have happened if
mites had been found in my small
operation. I believe you would have
destroyed my bees.

Why not address the problem,

while we still can? The fact is, under

our present regulations the Package-/

Nuc-Queen industry is doomed. I

suggest to you that we decide who is

more important, the migratory
Continued on Next Page
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The Sacred Bee in Ancient Times
and Folklore
by Hilda M. Ransome, 1937.
Reprinted by Bee Books New and Old,
Burrowbridge, Nr Bridgewater,
Somerset, UK.
308 pages. Price 19.75 British pounds
(exchange rate for
American dollars varies)

Hilda Ransome's The Sacred Bee
is one of those classic books to which
we all run when faced with a ques-
tion about bees and beekeeping in
history. We can trace the beginnings
of beekeeping to the prehistoric era,
but we have only a few cave paint-
ings to tell us what the bee hunting
people did; the techniques appear to
be little different from those of prim-
itive peoples today. Ancient Egypt is
where civilization started, or at least
where we have good records of what
was taking place. Egypt is said to
have been a land of milk and honey.
#"he honey bee was the symbol of

' ower Egypt, both before and after
its union with Upper Egypt; a reed
symbolized Upper Egypt. Curiously,
although hieroglyphics of bees are
seen in many places in this context,
the Egyptian tombscontainlittleinfor-
mation about beekeeping techniques.
What is known is carefully reported
by Ransome.

Other chapters treat the ancient
cultures and their beekeeping in
Sumeria, Babylonia and Assyria,
civilizations that were contemporary
with the later Egyptian cultures, and
in my opinion probably had their
roots there. The art of beekeeping,
along with other arts, spread slowly
to Greece, Italy and, eventually, the
rest of Europe. Ransome takes each
of these cultures one at a time and

deals with facts, not fancy, as she
develops her history.

Honey bees are indigenous to
almost all of Europe and honey was
an important ingredient in early diets.
Sugar cane and sugar beets were not
introduced until much later. When
we come to the Middle Ages we find a
wealth of literature and especially
illustrations that tell us clearly how
beekeepers managed their colonies.
Some of the prints in Ransome's book
are especially revealing. The final
chapters deal with folklore, the use of
honey in rituals, beekeeping in the
New World tropics with bees other
than honey bees and the use of bees
by some of the primitive peoples on
earth today.

This reprint of the 1937 text is of
excellent quality. The reproductions
are as clear as in the original. Bee
Books New and Old have done a real
service to the industry in bringing
this classic work back to life and
making it available.§

BEEKEEPER
TECHNICIAN

Students can register in any or all parts.

bee production area of California.

;IIWH inn

January 4 to November 18, 1988

Fairview College's Beekeeper Technician Program can give you the
skills you need to be a beekeeper. The program has three parts.

1. THEORY OF APICULTURE AND HONEY PRODUCTION (January - March)
Includes one month working field trip to the queen bee rearing and package

2. SALARIED FIELD PLACEMENT (April - September) Earn while you learn
and develop your skills on this six month work experience.

3. THE BUSINESS OF BEEKEEPING (October - November) Learn the "in's"
and "out's” of managing a successful beekeeping business.

To learn more about this unique opportunity write to: =l

The Registrar, FAIRVIEW COLLEGE
Box 3000, Fairview, Alberta, Canada
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beekeeper who comes to enjoy our
early spring, taking with him a spring
crop and a strong hive or the resident
beekeeper who is attached to this
state by citizenship and taxes. Let's
adopt your regulations with one
change. Apply it to the entire state. It
is not too late to enforce our existing
regulations; to remove the infected
hives from the state or depopulate
them. The migratory beekeeper can
establish permanent yards here. He
can make his increase in the form of
packages from these hives or, better
yet, he can buy them from the
resident producers who support our
state. A source of mite free bees and
queens is important to the entire
nation. If the migratory beekeeper
cannot adapt to this, then let him go

. to Florida or Texas where the

package and queen industry is past

reviving. Count me against self-
destruction!

Joe Dowe

Sweetwater Apiaries

P.O.Box 449

Tylertown, MS 39667
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l NOW! MOLDED PLASTIC FRAME
Available for the ARNABA Foundation

Stronger, more durable than wood. Works with all uncapping machinery.
Reuseable — snaps together, snaps apart.

COMPLETE — FRAME AND FOUNDATION

1. 9-1/8"...

2. Minimum Order: $20. Add $4.20 for each lot of 20 in the United States

Canada: Add $6.20 additional postage for each lot of 20 units.

The tried and proven ARNABA Molded Plastic Foundation is still available separately
Write for Prices

ARNABA, LTD.

Foagr 50 poso P. 0. Box 1137, KAILUA KONA, HAWAII 96745

“TARNABA’ 5
MO LDED
pLASTIC
: FRAME
AND
Sorry Only Money Orders

Castiers Checks Accepled
Sample Frlm. l mednllon

.$1.50

7-1/4"....1.40 6-1/4"....1.30

Discounts on large orders.
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OUR NEW LABELS SPEAK... o

... FOR THEMSELVES

Cat. No. 163PS

x ok ok % SERICAN
R R er\CAN \ oz 5

[ 100% americay YOREY
| PURE ONEY |

x /

100% AMERICAN

DINEAR {77
PURE LIONEY )8 can

x * k X
*x k Kk * K

1Emc9~
JonEy

Acutal Size Pressure Sensitive Labels 7
Only $4.95 per 250 roll

QUALITY ,
DICK KEHL JACKIE FUNKHAUSEN DAVE TUTTLE
P. O. Box 706 P.O.Box 6 P. 0. Box 9153
623 West Liberty St. 1028 Third St. 537 South Flores St.
Medina, Ohio 44258-0706 Council Bluffs, lowa 51502-0006 San Antonio, Texas 78204-0153
Phone: 216/ 725-6677 Phone: 712 / 322-8438 Phone: 512 / 223-2948

Telex: 753856 Root UD
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