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BUILD YOUR BEEKEEPING ON A 
SOLID DADANT FOUNDATION 

DURAGILT 

I 
Dura gilt has the same tough inner core of plastic as 
Duracomb, but is further reinforced with metal edges that 
extend up into the top bar of the frame as well as down 
into the slot of the bottom bar. Communication holes are 
provided along the lower edge of the foundation. 

CRIMP-WIRED 

Introduced in 1921, Crimp-wired Foundation was the first 
reinforced foundation to ever be offered to beekeepers. 
The steel wire is crimped to make shoulders that radiate 
strength in all directions through the foundation. Sturdy 
steel hooks at the top of each crimp wire anchor founda
tion securely Into the wedge top bar frame. 

PLASTICELL 

Plasticell is the newest member of the Dadant Quality 
foundations. It's an all-plastic foundation made with 
extended sidewalls to give your bees a headstart on the 
season. We think it' s the _best all-plastic foundation on the 
market today! Please try some. We know you will agree. 
(available with or without beeswax coating.) 

DURACOMB 

Duracomb Foundation Introduced a new concept in the 
art of foundation making. An inner core of tough plastic l s 
coated with pure beeswax on both sides and then milled 
with perfect cells of worker size. Duracomb completely 
eliminates the need for cross-wiring and embedding. 
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ARNABA FOUNDATION 
AVAILABLE IN STANDARD OR 3/4 DEPTH 

THE TRIED & PROVEN 
ARNABA MOLDED PLASTIC 

FOUNDATION 

Sample available for 
$3.00. Specify size 

ARNABA, ~ TD. 
P. 0. Box 1137, Kailua Kona, Hawaii 96745 

For The Best Queens & Service 

Toll Free 1 (800) 247-5520 

CAUCASIAN • MIDNITE • STARLINE 
Certified Mite & Disease Free • Fumidil B Fed 

Write for FREE Descriptive Brochure & Requeening Tips 

HOWARD WEAVER & SONS 

• 
MORRIS WEAVER, Proprietor 

Rt. 1, Box 24 • Navasota, TX 77868 
Telephone: 

1-409-825-7714 

ADDRESS CHANGE 
If you are moving, please fill in the form below so we can process the change w~hout undue 

delay. Also, if you have 2 addresses during the year (i.e., winters in Florida and summers 
in Connecticut), let us know which months you spend where and we can pre-program your 

address change so you will find us wailing when you move - No Delays, No Fuss! 

FOR PERMANENT CHANGE: 
Name ___________________ _ 

Old Address: Street 
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New Address: Street ________________ _ 
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FOR TEMPORARY CHANGE: 
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Address No. 2: Street ________________ _ 
City: -----------State ---Zip 
Circle Appropriate Months: J F M A M J J A S O N D 
Send to: The A. I. Root Co., Subscription Department, P. 0. Box 706, Mediina, OH 44258 
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THE INNER COVER 

The Only Green ... 
The drought came, and then went this past season-blown away like the 

dried leaves it created. But it left behind other tales, other stories-unborn 
garden seeds, broken promises in rows and rows; dead and dried seedlings 
still at attention, like tiny brown sentinels guarding the wasteland; and 
certainly less from even our gray-watered crops. 

During the worst there was only a handful of weeds, returning perenni
als, or a hardy few that started early and survived. But laying in ambush were 
hundreds, maybe thousands - battalions of sun worshippers awaiting the 
command to charge. 

Unlike their unwanted cousins, garden seeds require tender pampering, 
careful planting, balanced nutrients and moisture, and protection from the 
ravages of pest and predator. Weeds, by comparison, need little of these to 
start, and even less to grow. 

After the two-inch Labor Day deluge the once powder-gray garden was 
suddenly covered with a beautiful green haze - an overnight emerald 
uprising. The command had been givert, the battle was called. 

Weed wars are really two-fold. The first hurdle is to eliminate those that 
are competing with corn and beans for space in the sun and life from the soil. 
Choked by weeds is a reality, a constant threat to the continued success of the 
chosen. Removing tiny weeds is easy though, like scattering mere pebbles; 
plucking juveniles is harder, more like picking stone; and the adults are 
hardest of all, not unlike Sisyphus and his boulder. 

But the second hurdle is the highest, the hardest, and certainly the most 
important. Removing mature adults, bearers of millions of more of the same 
is crucial to stop the cycle. Imagine - no weedy ambush, no emerald uprising, 
no crop competitors, and a reign of peace, drought or no. Yes, make sure you 
remove the seeds offuture problems - even if they start in September, and 
even if they are the only green of the year . 

• 
You and the Media is a series of articles published to assist individuals 

in the beekeeping industry in forming positive relationships with local and 
regional media representatives; carry out meaningful exchanges with these 
representatives; and at the same time, maintain a high degree of control over 
what is ultimately done with this information. 

We do not subscribe to the belief that all, or even most individuals in the 
commercial media are dishonest, unethical or incompetent. In fact, it is our 
express belief that most media officials you will encounter are exceptional in 
their efforts to report the news accurately, fairly and in accordance with a 
professional code of ethics. 

However, the frequency of misquotes, outright errors and blatant sensa
tionalism in the press regarding such volatile topics as killer bees, blood 
sucking mites, and the like, has increased dramatically in the pastfewyears. 

It is our hope that the information presented here, when used correctly 
and in the spirit intended, will reduce the problems caused by this minority 
and strengthen the bonds already in place with the rest of the fourth estate. 

The Editor 

YOU AND THE MEDIA 
Last time we talked about some of the basics when dealing with the 

media. Things like preparation before, and style during, an interview. Also, 
how to get things set up so that you are, if not in control, at least not at the 
mercy of any media type that knocks on your door. 

But there is a lot more to this relationship than glib chatter and a great 
smile - much more! 

Continued on Page 647 
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Wholesale Extracted Reporting Regions Summary 

Sales of extracted, unprocessed honey to Packers, F.O.B. Producer. 
Containers Exchanged I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 R 

60 Ibo. (per can) White 
60 Ibo. (per can) Amber 
55 gal. drum/lb. White 
55 gal. drum/lb. Amber 

46.00 42.06 40.00 36.00 50.0Q 36.33 40.00 39.13 36.00-50.00 40.86 
43.50 36.18 37.00 31.19 47.50 32.08 35.00 35.50 30.00-47.50 36.55 

.53 .42 .41 .40 .60 .60 .60 .60 .40-.65 .53 

.50 .37 .38 .38 .55 .53 .50 .53 .35-.60 .48 

Case lots - Wholesale 
1 lb. jar (case of 24) 
2 lb. jar (case of 12) 
5 lb. jar (case of 6) 

29.80 30. 76 23.04 23.00 24.00 24.83 28.90 27.39 23.04-34.80 26.55 25:?f. 
27.60 27.06 24.00 18.00 24.50 23.75 26.25 27.32 18.00-30.00 25.58 ·25);~· 
31.30 26.75 22.15 22.50 27.75 25.33 27.95 25.50 22.50-32.00 26.58 J5,,llli:, 

Retail Honey Prices 
lf.! lb. 
12 oz. Squeeze Bottle 
l lb. 
2 lb. 
2-lf.! lb. 
3 lb. 
41b. 
5 lb. 
1 lb. Creamed 
l lb. Comb 
Round Plastic Comb 
Beeswax (Light) 
Beeswax (Dark) 
Pollination (Avg/Col) 

.88 
1.50 
1.55 
2.80 
3.60 
4.18 
5.28 
6.50 
2.00 
2.37 
2.00 
1.13 

.97 
28.50 

Honey Report Features 

Summary Column: There 
are 3 parts. R - Range of a// 
prices reported for the month, 
lowest and highest. A - Aver
age price for each commodity 
across all regions. L-Average 
price of each commodity listed 
last month. 

1.11 
1.58 
1.71 
2.92 
4.00 
4.20 
4.75 
5.58 
1.58 
1.78 
2.23 
1.05 

.79 1.50 
1.19 1.25 
1.29 2.00 
2.99 3.89 
4.15 3.90 
3.49 3.85 

1.35 
1.50 
2.75 
3.50 
3.85 

.85 
1.21 
1.43 
2.63 
3.25 
3.95 

.95 
1.45 
1.68 
2.89 
3.89 
3.99 
4.91 
5.77 
1.85 

.89 
1.30 
1.43 
2.25 

.79-1.50 
1.19-1.89 
1.29-1.95 
2.20-3.79 
3.25-4.85 
3.13-4.60 
4.29-5.40 
5.00-6.50 
1.35-2.00 
1.75-5.00 
1.50-5.00 

.99 
1.36 
1.58 
2.81 
3.60 
3.91 
4.78 
5.69 
1.73 
2.51 
2.24 
1.05 

- 4.29 
5.49 6.25 
1.35 1.55 
3.00 1.75 
2.00 1.50 

.95 .90 

- 4.58 
5.20 
1.45 
2.00 
1.85 

3.46 

5.40 
1.88 
4.08 
3.40 
1.00 

.96 
16.00 

.80 .80 
- 25.00 

6.25 
1.75 
2.00 
1.75 
1.50 
1.40 

.60 

.72 
- 19.50 

.95 

.80 .90 
- 19.00 

.80-1.50 

.72-1.40 
12.00-32.00 

.94 
22.21 

Regfon 1. 

Price Index .94. Sales decreas
ing as are prices just a bit, espe
cially in larger size retail con
tainers. Crop appears good to 
excellent, with color lighter 
than normal. Supply prices ris
ing, forcing honey prices up. Fall 
crop good. 

Region 2. 

Region 3. 
Price Index .81. Sales steady to 
increasing, but prices tending to 
low. Fall crop excellent in most 
areas, recent rains helped get 
colonies into good shape for 
winter. 

Region 4. 
Price Index .73. Sales brisk but 
prices steady to lower. Excellent 
crop creating surplus, keeping 
prices at buy-back. Some areas 
still dry but helping late alfalfa 
crop some for flow. 

Region 5. 

Price Index 1.00. Sales great 
and prices increasing across the 
board. Early crop bringing high 
prices but fall flows question
able. 

Region 6. 
Price Index . 77. Sales steady to 
slow due to warm weather and 
prices steady to low. Crop aver
age to low in most areas with 
drought causing poor fall crops. 
Areas with adequate moisture 
doing well and outlook good. 

Region 7. 

Price Index .93. Sales strong to 
increasing with prices steady. 
Increasing demand helping 
with both sales and prices. Crop 
greatly improved due to late 
rains. Outlook good for winter
ing. 

Region 8. 
Price Index .90. Prices steady to 
dropping a bit with sales steady 
to slowing. Drought causing 
short crops in most northern 
areas but some good, early crops 
harvested. Southern areas gen
erally doing well with cut comb 
sales picking up. Cotton crop 
good but sprays a problem. 

Comments Section. Price 
Index - A descriptive statistic 
that takes into consideration a// 
commodity prices, and com
pares each region to the others. 
The region with 1.00 has the 
highest overall prices for the 
month. A region with Price 
Index .90 has prices, overall, at 
90% those of the region with 
1.00. 

Price Index .87. Sales steady to 
decreasing a bit, with prices 
dropping accordingly. Seasonal 
specialty crops about gone or 
claimed. Crops average to a bit 
low, <by in some areas. Anyone interested in becoming a 

"Honey Reporter'' should contact the Editor. 
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Multiple Eggs Explained 
In the June '88 issue of Bee Culture, 

you published an article on Africanized 
honey bees that mentioned the pres
ence of fertile eggs in a hive that was 
queenless. The author had no explana
tion, but Ormond Aebi, in his book 
'Mastering the Art of Beekeeping' tells 
us that Caucasians (but not Italians) 
have been known to 'borrow' eggs from 
other hives. 

So, why not AHB? 
Name Withheld 
Santa Cruz, CA 

A Plastic Pox 
Please enter another two year 

subscription for me. I would like to 
comment that I find the articles by your 
contributing editors both useful and 
enjoyable reading. I also note the simi
larities between American and Austra
lian beekeeping, keeping in mind, of 
course, the six month calendar differ
ence. 

Occasionally, the envelope my 
magazine arrives in is torn - probably 
by the postal authorities. I wonder if 
you have considered the polybags one 
sees about to send your book in? 

Robert Shackleton 
18 Coven Ave. 

Bayswater, Victoria Australia 

Editor's Comment: Personally, we 
have never liked the polybags some 
magazines arrive in because it is just 
another slice ofnon-biodegradable stuff 
that must be dealt with. Recently, 
however, a company has released a 
plastic wrap that does break down if left 
in the sun. This,ofcourse,isbetterthan 
the hundreds of years required for most 
plastics but are most magazine wrap
pers left out to decompose? 

Another factor is that there is con
siderable expense associated with this 
technology. So, coupled with the envi
ronmental hazards of plastic, we'll 
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probably be sticking with the 'occasion
ally torn' paper envelope. It's far easier 
to justify another piece of (soon to be 
degraded) paper than plastic. 

Thanks ... 
Thank you for your supportive 

comments and article in the recent is
sue of Bee Culture. 

The National Honey Board is com
mitted to keeping producers, packers 
and importers informed about its ac
tivities. Your support makes our job 
.much easier. 

Mary R. Humann 
Public Relations Director, NHB 

9595 Nelson Road, Box C 
Longmont, CO 80501 

Farm Bureau and 
Beekeepers Meet 

On August 30, 1988, the American 
Farm Bureau hosted a Conference at 
the Embassy Suites Hotel, Denver, CO 
in which 14 states had representa tion 
present. 

HONEY 
BEAR LABELS 

500 • $27.00 
1,000 • $48.00 

Add $3.00 per 
500 for 

Postage & Handling 

FREE 
Imprinting 
But Space 
Is Limited 

Other 
2 & 3 Color 
Press-On 

Labels 
Prices Subject 

to Change 

Order 
Now 
and 

CUSTOM LABELS 
675 Daffodil Court, 

Oconomcwoc, WI 53066 
(414) 567-0392 

The meeting was coordinated by 
Ken Nye, Director AF.B.F. Horticul
ture Department, Commodity Division, 
225 Toulcy Avenue, Park Ridge, IL 
60068. 

The purpose of this meeting was to 
find out how much interest there is 
nation-wide for the honey bee industry 
to be recognized by the American Farm 
Bureau in establishing a Commodity 
Division Board for the honey bee indus
try. Currently, the American Farm 
Bureau bas some 20 boards recognizing 
other agricultural interests. Honey 
bees are now under the Fine Arts 
Board, which probably understands 
little of our industries current problems 
and future needs. This is where you, the 
American beekeepers and honey pro
ducers can get involved. If you are a 
Farm Bureau member, then contact 
your county or state Policy Develop
ment Representative and indicate to 
those people we need a Honey Bee 
Commodity Board to be established by 
the American Farm Bureau. 

With the mites we currently have 
and the Africanized honey bees near 
our Texas border, we need help from the 
American Farm Bureau to deal with 
these matters. Contact your local or 
state Farm Bureau offices today. Noth
ing is going to happen or work unless 
you get involved. Your help can make a 
real difference. 

Edward Doan 
N.Y.S. Honey Producers 

Farm Bureau Member 

CA Treats 
In response to the efforts of the 

California Bee Breeders Association, 
the California Department of Food and 
Agriculture has made new rules to al
low treatment of bees with Acarine and 
Varroa mites. 

Bees found to have varroa or acar
ine mites may now be treated under 
EPA Section 18 exemptions made to 
CDF A for beekeepers wishing to treat 
both mites to locate their bees in the 16 
county control areaofNorthern Califor
nia. Out of state beekeepers may now 
rent their bees for almond pollination in 
Northern California, and e.t the same 
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time.treat their bees for mites so they 
will be mite free when they move out of 
California. 

Beekeepers interested in renting 
their bees for pollination in Northern 
California should contact almond grow
ers or bee breeders in that area for 
rental information. Beekeepers inter
ested in knowing the requirements to 
bring bees into California and having 
them tested and treated for acarine or 
varroa mites should contact: Isa A 
Siddiqui, Assistant Director, Division 
of Plant Industry, 1220 N. Street, Sac
ramento, CA 94271-1-0001 

The Northern California counties 
that are involved in this program are: 
Butt, Colusa, Glenn, Lake, Lassen, 
Modoc, Nevada, Sacramento, Shasta, 
Siskiyou, Solano, Syutter, Tehama, 
Yolo and Yuba. 

Anton J. Nachbaur, Jr. 
member, Apiary Protection Ass'n. 

ImportAHB? 
Editor's Comment: In a recent col
umn, Dr. Jaycox (one of our contribut
ing editors) suggested importing ge
netically improved strains of African
ized honey bees to use as mating stock 
when the migration of the 'other' AHB 
arrives in the U.S. This column gener
ated significant response, both pro and 
con, to this office. Dr. Jaycox respon~s: 

Our inordinate fear of bee importa
tions from the standpoint of genetics is 

MAILBOX 

notjustified. In the past, every imagin
able race of honey bee was brought into 
the United States, even ill-tempered 
ones that had dispositions much like 
those we are now worried about. 

As explained in my column this 
month, the U.S. Department of Agri
culture extols the virtues of importing 
breeds of nearly every other animal 
used by man, yet balks when it comes to 
getting better bees when we need them. 
Now that the Mexican control plan has 
failed in its goal of diluting the genetic 
make-up of the bees heading north, we 
know for sure we will be dealing with an 
undesirable stock of Africanized bees in 
this country. 

Roy Thurber's and others'idea that 
"disappearing disease" was related to 
African blood was common for awhile. 
Not it is becoming clear that the prob
able cause is a lack of protein in late 
summer and fall, a nutritional and 
management problem, rather than 
heredity of the bees. Experiments in 
Florida should soon give us the right 
answer. No difficulties of this nature 
have been reported in countries such as 
Argentina where Africanized bees have 
penetrated into areas with a climate 
much like ours. 

It is clear that we will not control 
the African bee by quarantines and 
programs of identifying and killing 
swarms. We need to doit with selection 
and breeding using selected European 
and African stocks. The result will be 

better, more productive bees with resis
tance to Varroa mites and some dis
eases. 

To sit and wait for the arrival of the 
Africans through Mexico without the 
right countermeasures is like failing to 
turn.the wheel to avoid a head-on crash. 
I prefer to take defensive measures now 
by selecting and importing good African 
stock or African hybrids. We will have 
Africanized bees in this country. The 
only question is whether it will be on 
our terms or theirs. 

Elbert R. Jaycox 

Looking for Work 
I would like to offer my services as 

beekeeper to any commercial apiarist 
who might be needing a full-time Fili
pino beekeeper for a year-round opera
tion. 

For years I have been keeping 
hundreds of colonies in RJ Farm where 
I am working as Technical Farm Super
visor. 

If interested, I will send my resume 
on request. Thank you. 

Mario L. Maguad 
La Granja, La Carlota City 

Negros Occidental 
Philippines, 6030 

Equality Questioned, 
Again 

I am referring to Kay Nathanson's 
letter in the October 1988 issue who is 

T H R E E BA N D I TA L I A N Q U E E N S 
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Available all summer and fall. Caged fresh from our yards 
and rushed to you prepaid airmail. 

1-9 10-49 50-up 
$4.50 $4.25 $4.00 

Queens clipped - 25 cents each 
Queens marked - 25 cents each 

Quallty Doe• Not Ooet - It Paye 

THE WILBANKS APIARIES, INC. Box 12, Claxton, Georgia 30417 
Phone: Area Code (9121 739-4820 
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delighted with her status as a beekeep
ing equal, yet wants special treatment 
for being a female. Hefting a full deep 
super is a problem for senior citizens, 
and for people who have had strokes or 
arthritis or a similar illness that im
pairs their physical ability. Does she 
have two hives or two thousand? Is she 
using shallow supers? Has she tried the 
Langstroth handle on supers? If her 
hives are not on level ground, can she 
remove one frame ata time and carry it 
to level ground? We advertise two 
wheeled carts for sale, and hydraulic 
lifts, or why not hire a high school stu
dent? Does she belong to a local bee 
club? 

With so little information provided 
about her problem, can we solve it on a 
national level or is it better handled 
locally? 

Jim Stokes 
561 7 Independence Road 

St. Charles, MO 63303 

MAILBOX 

New Product 
Cap•M•Quik is the most reliable and easiest to use capsule filler on 

the market. This gadget is designed for either 00 or 0 capsules. It is made 
ofF.D.A approved sturdy plastic and fills 50 capsules in minutes. It can be 
used for herbs, powders, vitamins, minerals or other products. 

For more 
information 
contact: 
Star Products, 
511 Simpson 

Ranch Rd., 
Berry Creek, 
CA95916 
(916) 589-3062. 

•••• • •• •••••• • • ••••••• •• 

DID YOU KNOW? 
THAT .. . 

. . . one of the world's largest queen breeders is loGated 2,093 miles from the mainland United States . 

. . . our location has been called the "Best place in the world for successful queen rearing• 

... no mites of any kind have ever been found in our island state 

... our borders were closed to honey bees and bee equipment by embargo in June 1984 and by law in 1985 

. .. many of the world's largest honey producers use Kona Queens 

OUR CUSTOMERS ENJOY ... 

--- . --- ·-· 
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. . . THE BEST SERVICE IN THE BUSINESS 
.. . Quick delivery nationally or internationally (most shipments of 100 go via EXPRESS mail) 

. .. FRESH ,queens from February until November 

P. 0. Box 708, Captain Cook, HI 96704 (808) 328-9016 
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BEE SPECIALIST 
ELBERT R. JAYCOX ~, 

,....___\\ t--
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5775 Jomada Road North • Las Cruces, NM 88001 

"Animal imports into the U.S." 
;) 

As the Africanized bees move in
exorably through Mexico, time is grow
ing short for us to respond as we should: 
with far better African stock or im
proved African hybrids from wherever 
they are available. We know that the 
approaching African bees do not repre
sent the full gene pool found in the bees 
of Africa. In fact, they are a poor repre
sentation, yet pure Africans and their 
crosses are being used with great suc
cess in many countries of Africa and 
South and Central America. The U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
appears unwilling to test and introduce 
better African stock because of fears 
that the public would be against such a 
move. Why would they be against our 
having more gentle and productive 
stock, resistant to Varroa mites, in
stead of waiting for the invasion of 
much less acceptable bees? Obviously, 
we need to import stock that has been 
subject to selective pressure, but not 
just any bee from the mountains of 
Africa and elsewhere. 

Consider how the USDA looks at 
the importation of other animal breeds 
as detailed in Agricultural Research, 
June/July, 1988. This is a publication of 
the Agricultural Research Service 
(ARS) of the USDA and certainly must 
represent official policy. In the section 
called "Forum," Regina A. Wiggen talks 
about "Gene Stock: Locating the Best." 
She begins, "With more genetic boosts 
from foreign animal breeds (emphasis 
added), U. S. farm animals could be 
more productive and disease resistant, 
yield leaner meat, and supply higher 
quality wool, leather, and other prod
ucts." She continues," ... animal breed
ers need to pick and choose from the 
widest possible selection of genes if they 
are to develop the best livestock." Edi
tor Wiggen points out the spectacular 
gains in milk production and how the 
use of valuable genes from farm ani
mals worldwide can help us in food 
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production and disease resistance. 
The USDA is interested in, or has 

imported, pigs from China that produce 
bigger litters, cattle from Africa, Paki
stan, and India tolerant to heat and 
nutritional stress, sheep from Finland, 
Australia, and Russia with genes for 
multiple births, and better Angora 
goats from Turkey and the Republic of 
South Africa. 

There are serious diseases and 
pests of all these animals in their native 
lands including hoof and mouth disease 
and many different ticks that we do not 
have in the U.S. Yet some of these exotic 
breeds have already been introduced, 
through quarantine, into this country. 
Some may be brought in by transport
ing frozen embryos, just as we could 
bring in honey bee semen and eggs. You 
can be sure that importation of other 
animals will be made because the bene
fits so far outweigh the risks. Then why 
is there so much opposition to import
ing honey bee stock with similar advan
tages? 

Opponents of the idea cite the oc
currence of damaging mites such as 
Euvarroa and Tropilaelaps species in 
other countries. However, an adequate 
quarantine facility and introduction 
system like that used in Australia can 
effectively prevent unwanted introduc-

tions of pests of bees just as other ani
mal quarantine facilities and proce
dures have kept out pests of sheep, 
swine, cattle, and poultry. Bees in quar
antine can be taken through several 
generations in a short time. Use of eggs 
and semen can reduce the contact be
tween the generations. 

If the USDA is in favor of finding 
and using the best genetic stock from 
around the world, why should they 
exclude honey bees at a time when 
better stock is so crucial? I could under
stand the situation more easily if there 
were good practical research being car
ried out on how best to manage the 
soon-to-be-arriving African bees to 
reduce their absconding and swarming. 
But I cannot understand it when major 
emphasis is placed on catching swarms 
and determining whether they are Afri
canized. What will that do for the pro
ducers of honey, package bees and 
queens? 

If you feel as I do, write to the 
Secretary of Agriculture, Richard E. 
Lyng, and contact your congressional 
representatives. Time is running short. 

Making Bee Equipment 
We are lucky in this country to 

have basically only one style ofhive and 
few different sizes. E. H. Thorne, Ltd., 
bee supply manufacturer in the United 
Kingdom, makes 240 different sizes or 
types of frames as well as making spe
cial ones for Athole Kirkwood and 
Brother Adam. Thornes also have 80 
different sizes/types of queen exclud
ers, and wax foundation in "many many 
sizes" including both worker and drone 
bases. 

The common styles of lids and bot
toms used here are costly to make and 
do not hold up well in the field. They 
require extensive use of a dado blade, 
with many cuts that require more 
power and labor than simple saw cuts. 
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"Standard" hive bottoms, the reversible 
ones, have dadoed side and end pieces 
that weaken them. Lids have similar 
problems. 

When I began keeping bees at the 
University of Illinois I bought tops and 
bottoms referred to as "4-cleat" ones. 
These have two cleats at each end that 
fit onto the "flat", or main expanse of 
wood. After they are assembled, these 
tops and bottoms have a vertical joint, 
or seam, between the cleats that is ideal 
for catching water and rotting out. In 
fact, in spite of being glued, painted, 
and nailed carefully, all these lids and 
bottoms split, warped, and rotted very 
quickly.Atthatpointwebegan to make 
our own tops and bottoms or had them 
made to our specifications. With a coat 
of pentachlorophenol and boiled lin
seed oil, this simple equipment sur
vived being placed on the ground all 
year in the Illinois climate, and most of 
it was still in use after more than 15 
years. Now, I would use copper 
naphthenate in place of the penta, 
which is no longer recommended. 

It is easy to make long-lasting lids 
and bottoms in your own shop. Cut the 
wood for the lids either the same size as 
the top of a hive body or about two 
inches longer. With the former, use 1" x 
2" - 1" x 4" cleats across each end - no 
dadoing, no loss of wood and power. 
With the longer lid, run it across the 
dado blade at each end so that you can 
cross-nail cleats into each cut giving a 
flat lid with an overhang at each end 
but no seam to catch water(seeillustra
tion). These are ideal for hives that 
have to be moved. If you like a metal 
cover, add it as on the hive at left in the 
illustration. Both styles resist rotting 
and warping when properly treated. 

Bottoms are made in a similar 
manner. Decide how big (wide) you 
want the landing board, usually 1-1/2" 
to 2", and cut the main part of the 
bottom accordingly. Then cut cleats 
(riser strips) to provide the entrance 
you want, from 3/8" to3/4"high tofitbe
neath a hive body (brood chamber). You 
have another choice with the cleats 
beneath the bottom. I usually use 3/4" 
stock as in the figure; many people 
prefer a bigger cleat of nominal 2" thick
ness. Assemble bottoms with galva
nized nails, treat with copper 
naphthenate and then a coat or two of 
boiled linseed oil. Every time empty 
equipment comes back into your shop, 
scrape, brush, and recoat the bottoms. 

The bees don't know anything 
about "standard" equipment. All they 
need is food, shelter, and sufficient 
room. From your standpoint you need 
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uniform, long-lasting equipment that 
does not cost an arm and a leg. It is easy 
to make it if you follow a simple pattern. 

The New Zealand beekeepers have 
made a worthwhile change in the width 
of the end bars on their frames. By 
reducing the width from 35 to 33 mm, 
they have gained extra room to manipu
late frames without any detrimental ef
fects on the bees. Even with 10 frames 
in a hive body there is extra space to 
move them. If you make your own 
frames with self-spacing end bars, try 
this new width. 

Speaking of equipment, "Conical 
bee escapes" was the title of an article in 
the English magazine, Beecraft. Mal-

Ask About Quantity Discounts 
Bear and Jar Not Included 

Customized equipment will be stronger, 
last longer, and fit your exact needs. 

colm Clarke of the Surrey Beekeepers' 
Association had to reassure a fellow 
commuter who saw the headline that 
this did not refer to the escape of an
other fearsome insect like the African
ized honey bee.6 

Correction: 
In the September column, the tech

nique for making formic acid plates was 
incorrectly printed. The correct tech
nique is: They are made from fiber
board, 200x150x15mm. These are 
soaked with 25ml of 60% formic acid 
and sealed in a foil packet for a week so 
the acid will penetrate the entire board. 

We regret the printing error. 

ORDER NOW!!! 

DAL-KEY'S "FUNDRAISER 
GIFT PACK" 

$40.00 per 100 plu■ ■hip
ping. (28 lb.) 

Sample boz1 n:,er, cover 
letter $-t.00. linclude■ po■t
a&'e) 

DAL-KEY'S HONEY FARM 
4908 Hllland&le Bd. 
Sodu■, m 49126 

616-925-8146 
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Make More Money! 
Produce More Honey in E.ar.lY Spring! 

USE THE 
Beltsville Bee Diet® 
A high protein food for honeybees 

The Beltsville Bee Diet® WIii produce larger. healthier. and more productive bee colonies. In early spring when the 
first pot ten fl ow becomes available. other bee co lon I es begin their brood production. Where as co lonies wh ich have 

been fed Beltsville Bee Diet® have been producing brood ror the past 6 to 7 weeks and are now able to produce sig
nificant amounts or early sp ring honey. Producing honey and brood this earl y in the the year enabl es you to 
quickly and easily recoup the cos t or our economically priced Beltsville Bee Diel® and al so give your colonies a 
great start on a productive and profitable honey season. 

• The llel11vllle !lee Ulet• 11 the.tl11111111A brood rearlna diet developed and proven by the LSUA In lleltnllle, !uryland, Contains No ~ollen! 

• The llel11vllle llel Ulet •provides all the protein and vitamins required lor your colonies to pr oduce healthy brood. 
• Tile llel11vlll1 llel Ulet• moves the arowtb curve ot brood buildup bact six (61101evtt1 l7) we1t1 prior 10 natural pollen flow. 
• The new pectaalna 11 avlllable In both, ecoaomlcal 12 o&. pactaaes ror acb blve ll/2 Inch tall. 10 flt under all blvo caps). and 10. 20. or 40. pound palls 
ror commercial llel .Keepers. 
• l!ach cue now contains 12/12 ot. ready to use pacts. (no mlxlna. meuurlna. or welahlna 11 necessary) 
• ~or a I lrollc4 1iro• trial site cues ot 6/12 o&. containers are also avellable ror only S 13-3~/ca. 

lndlYldYII 12 AC £00:Jllocca PICkeec:4 I 2/ca 
Clul.. 12 9Z MDII PClrl Pelee/ C:111 

I THKL S S2.06 S24.69 
6 THI\L 11 S 1.93 S23.20 
12 THI\L 23 SI .as s22.2I 
24 THI\L 49 Sl.80 S21.S9 
SO THI\L - lQLOTI!) 

SEND ORDER DIRECTLY TO: 

10' PClcC/9111 
I THI\L 9 $24.69 
10 THI\L 20 S23.40 
21 THI\L 49 $22.80 
SO THI\L - lQLOl'I!) 

.lmitJlllll 
20· oclcc/0111 

I THI\L 4 $47.20 
S THI\L 9 S43.80 

10 THI\L 24 S39.60 
2 S THI\L - lQLOTl!l 

40' ocln/0111 
I THI\L 10 $90,00 
11 THI\L 23 S81.20 
24 THI\L 49 $62.00 
SO THI\L - lQLOll::l 

81O-SERV INC. P.O. BOX 450 FRENCHTOWN N.J. 08825 (20 l) 996-2155 
OR CALL l-800-234-S.E.R. V. 

Paul W. Pierce's 
Original Plastic Bee Frame 

Stronger than wood - molded in one piece 
and beeswax coated. 

For best price, order direct 
from manufacturer. 

Toll Free in California: 
1-800-BEE-MOLD 
Outside California: 
1-800-BEE-COMB 

PIERCO, Inc. 
17425 Railroad St. 

P. 0. Box 3607 
City of Industry, CA 91744-9990 
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V arroa and Pesticides 

We had planned to conduct re
search on the biology of Varroa 
jacobsoni mites this past summer, but 
when we searched for infested colonies, 
most of which were owned by migratory 
beekeepers, we could not find enough 
colonies on which to undertake our 
studies. Those beekeepers who had 
moved their bees to Florida and back 
had cleaned up the mites so thoroughly 
that their colonies were almost mite
free. 

Varroajacobsoni was first found in 
the United States in September 1987. 
The mites have now been found in 16 
states, and are probably present in at 
least twice that number. I have studied 
and observed this mite for over 22 
years. Few parasites of which I am 
aware can hide themselves so well. The 
belief that the spread of this mite can be 
halted through rules and regulations 
and the destruction of colonies is unrea
sonable. I will stand by my prediction 
that we will lose at least one million 
colonies of honey bees in the United 
States because ofvarroa mites. Most of 
these colonies will be feral colonies in 
trees and buildings and man-made 
hives that are neglected. The loss of 
these bees will have a negative impact 
on our pollination needs. 

The good news is that at least two 
chemical treatments appear to control 
varroa effectively. Although I r:eported 
on this subject only a few months ago, it 
is important to re-emphasize that none 
of the commercial and/or migratory 
beekeepers are having any serious 
problems with mites killing colonies. 
These beekeepers must apply the 
chemical carefully and the treatment is 
costly. Some beekeepers in New Eng
land have reported heavily infested 
colonies. Information on control meth
ods bad not yet reached them. The New 
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RESEARCH 
REVIEW 
DR. ROGER A. MORSE 

Cornell University • Ithaca, NY 14853 

"Commercial and migratory beekeepers are 
not having serious problems with varroa." 

England states have no extension apic
ulturist or scientist conducting re
search on honey bees at one of their 
state colleges. 

Beekeepers use several different 
pesticides. Wood preservatives are 
necessary to protect wooden hive 
stands. Drugs are sometimes used to 
control American foulbrood and 
nosema. Repellents are often used to 
harvest honey. Now we must consider 
the control of varroa and tracheal 
mites. There are ways around the use of 
most of these materials, and many 
beekeepers are working hard to imple
ment alternative methods. Coping with 
varroa, however, poses special prob
lems. 

At Cornell we are considering the 
preparation of a manual that would 
describe all of the chemical methods of 
controlling bee diseases and their alter
natives. We would like to produce a 
manual that could be used nationwide 
and that would be recognized by all of 
the state agencies that regulate pesti
cide use and certify pesticide applica
tors. Laws become stricter in this area 
each year. 

This is a subject we cannot ignore. 
Three new honey bee diseases 
(chalkbrood, tracheal mites and varroa 
mite) have been introduced into the 
U.S.in the past16years. This is all part 
of the rapidly changing agricultural 
picture in our country. AB international 
trade increases and we move more and 

JOHNSON 
DOVETAil.ING EQUIPMENT 

FOR THE BEEKEEPER'S SHOP 
Write for details 

CARL E. JOHNSON CO. 
1557 Gregory Avenue 

LINCOLN PARK, MICH 48146 

more agricultural products around the 
world, we can expect more of the same. 

For Those Interested In 
Evolution 

One key to the history of life on 
earth is pieces of fossilized tree resin in 
which insects may have become en
trapped. Ancient trees, like many of 
those living today, produced gums and 
resins, especially at wound sites. Inter
estingly, while deposits of fossilized 
resin, called amber, are found in many 
places around the world, the state of 
New Jersey bas some especially old and 
rich deposits. In the U.S., amber may 
also be found on Staten Island and Long 
Island in New York, Cape Cod in Mas
sachusetts and Maryland. This amber 
is from the Cretaceous age, which 
ranges from 65 to 95 million years ago. 

Dr. David Grimaldi of the Ameri
can Museum of Natural History in New 
York City has been digging for amber, 
just across the Hudson River from the 
American Museum. Also be has found 
an especially interesting, ancient bee in 
amber from New Jersey that was al
ready in the Museum collection. It is a 
stingless bee. It is a fairly close relative 
of stingless bee species now living in 
South and Central America. Its age is 
estimated at 80 million years. The next 
youngest bee previously known from 
amber is only half that age. 

What is of special interest is that 
finding this bee apparently pushes 
back the date when flowering plants 
first appeared on earth. Since all 
known bees, solitary and social, depend 
solely on flowers for food, we presume 
this early bee did too. All this will create 
some lively debates among the evolu
tionists . .l 

References 
Grimaldi, D. , Still life with flowers. Natural 

History 97:86-88. 1988. 
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We wisk to thank each of our 
customers for helping us have a 

good year. 

Norman Bee Co. 
P.O. Box 26 • Ramer, AL 36069 

(205) 562-3542 

-~~ Allen's Bee Ranch F ' 1969 - 1988 
Queens • Package bees • Certified 

At reasonable prices. 
6040 Smith Lane, Redding, CA 96002 

(916) 221-1458 

~,,,,,.,llll.l'~I.ILl'ILIU/..17LL'-l 

DON"T READ THIS . . . UNLESS ... 
1. You want to increase your honey crop; 

2. You want to reduce expenses; or I 
3. You want to save your back! I 

',•_ 1. 12 11 ~ How can you do this? I 
Simply invest $6.50 

-· 
C# • • • -

.. •• .... ;,IL.,_,.~ 

for the booklet • A New I 
Direction in Bee Management". ~ 
This booklet tells you how to ii 
save your back with the K-7 

hive hoist (illustrated), ~ 
prevent swarming, ~ 

double your annual crop I~ 
inexpensively, and much more! 
Don't delay . .. Send Today! 
You, and your bees, will be !:ii. 

glad you did. I 
I FAIRFAX ENGINEERING ~ 

~ 
• THE PERFECT GIFT FOR THE 7V' LADY IN YOUR LIFE ... 

THE ALL NEW SHERRIFF 
'DROP BACK' SUIT 

• Side zips 
• Quick release belt buckle 
• Cotton/poly fabric 
• Suitable for any chores and fashionable to boot! 
• Hot pink • Pale Blue • White • Daffodil Yellow 
• State chest size and height when ordering 

il!tJi3loitf J~f1'~il'P1
~, YEAR 

1 $ 5 9 . 9 5 
8. J. SHERRIFF 

Dept. 1 • P. 0. Box 416 • Nacoochee, GA 30571 

612 

Hand-poured, pure 
beeswax cand les and 
ornaments made in t he 
Pennsylvania German 
fo lk art trad ition on 
our honeybee farm. 

Tradl t1onal Belsn1ckel 
beeswax ornamen1 
d' X 2" $6.50 ppd 
i,nc ludes brochure) 

Color Brochure $2,00 Five Beeswax 
Cliff & Lois Sunflower Ornaments 

Bear Honey Farms Christmas Set 
2371 W Best Road 

Bath. PA 1S01• $17.00ppd. 

I'm interested in 
saving time 
and money. 

I want to 
re-liquefy 
my honey . 

An ACRA Drum Heater 
is the answer. 

{Available In 5, 16, 30 and 55 gallon sizes) 

UL Listed/CSA certified 

Call or write for product 
brochure and list of 
stocking distributors today. 

Ser ving Industry For Over 50 Years. 

ACRA ELECTRIC CORPORATION 
3801 N. 25th Avenue• Schiller Park, IL 60176 
(312) 678-8870 • FAX: (312) 678-8889 

2462-20 
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Building 
A Better 

Beekeeper 
PART 1: Preparation 

What is the best kind of beekeeper? Ideally, the best 
beekeeper is one who is aware of all of the rules and 
regulations that must be adherred to; one who knows when 
bees are in trouble and what to do; one who knows when 
bees are causing trouble and what to do about it; one who 
willingly gives time and money to assist the local associa
ton; one who knows the basics of honey harvesting, market
ing and storage; and finally, one who is willing to learn all 
oftbe above. In essence, a good beekeeper is a good citizen. 

Where do you find good beekeepers? Like most skilled 
professions, good beekeepers are made, not born. And to 
make a good beekeeper requires training. 

Most associations at one time or another have spon
sored beekeeping schools or workshops. The degree of suc
cess al ways depends on the amount of preparation that goes 

Concept 
The idea, or concept for a workshop usually comes from 

an energetic club member whose ideas come from many 
sources. For example, one may attend a session and be 
favorably impressed with the educational results. Or, there 
may be a need for a specific session or workshop. Examples 
of specific needs would be educational functions (for club 
members), social functions (field demonstrations, picnics), 
or publicity functions (mall displays, farm and garden 
shows, nature exhibits). 

Whatever the idea, someone must be given the respon
sibility and take charge of concept development. The group, 
for the most part, must support the concept of the project. 
Too many times, great responsibility falls on a few people to 
do most of the work. To help energize the group, the person 
presenting the idea should have an organized written draft 
of the plan before presenting it to the group. Expect some 
group dissention. Not all members are going to be inter
ested, but the majority must agree with the general concept. 
No dcubt, the idea will go through several revisions before 
the majority consents to support the project. The develop
ment procedure may take many paths, depending on the 
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before-hand, the actual content of the material taught, and 
the follow-through afterwards. 

A few are excellent, most are good, but many are less 
than ideal. But even the best can always be improved on -
better promotion, organization, equipment, or . .. 

This three part series is a guide to prepare for, present, 
and finish a bee school or workshop. It is presented in a 
universal mode so whether you have three or 300 partici
pants, the preparations are included. We urge you to copy 
and save these articles as a handy reference for this years' 
and future preparations. By placing these three articles, 
plus the records of each school you give in a notebook, a 
permanent record of what works, and more importantly 
what doesn't, can be kept and used by future teachers. 

organization, but assuming the group has idea people and 
group energy, a functional, written plan will finally evolve, 
regardless of the path taken. 

Target Audience 
For what kind of group is the workshop designed? Most 

of these questions should have been answered when the 
plan was first presented to the group. Other questions that 
should have been addressed in the original plan are: 1) is 
this for the furtherance of beekeeping in general; 2) is this 
function to develop new club members; 3) is this function to 
update current members; or 4) any combination ofl - 3. The 
predicted audience and the workshop topic will determine 
the meeting facility requirements. 

Facilities 
An ideal meeting facility should meet the following 

criteria: 
1. Easy to find with lots of parking 
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BEEKEEPING WORKSHOP 

2. Respectable appearance and loca
tion 

3. Clean rest room facilities 
4. Meeting room that will comforta

bly seat the group 
5. Auxiliary rooms for displays, sat

ellite sessions or concomitant ses
sions. 

6. Acceptable areas for outdoor ses
sions (if scheduled) 

7. Appropriate dining and food 
preparation areas (depending on 
plan) 

8. Audio-visual equipment available 
(if required) 

9. Convenient phone facilities 
10. Facility personnel on duty (pre

ferred, but not required) 
The meeting room is especially 

important. The room should fit the 
group. Don't have a small group in a 
large room or vice versa. If the session 
involves several days oflectures, con
sider changing the main meeting room 
for part of the meeting. The individual 
responsible for the meeting site should 
know where things are. Drop by a few 
days in advance and ask to be shown 
around. Specifically know: 
1. Where the light switches are and 

how they work 
2. How to lower the projection screen 
3. Where supplies are stored such as 

extension cords, spare bulbs, ex
tra chairs, and other meeting re
quirements . 

4. Who to contact in case of major 
problems during the meeting 

5. Where a phone is located 
6. That all reserved rooms are un

locked and are prepared for the 
meeting 

7. How the public address system 
works 

8. The location of sinks, mops, and 
other cleaning materials 

9. The location of the nearest hard
ware store 
School complexes have been used 

successfully by many beekeeping 
groups. In most cases, school buildings 
meet the requirements for a good 
meeting site. Police and fire academy 
facilities are good choices, as are ex
tension facilities, church basements, 
town halls, local hotels or other service 
group halls. 

Dates 
Frequently as difficult as budget 

and facility selections, meeting dates 
are critical to the success of the ses
sion. No matter which dates are se
lected, some people will not be able to 
attend. Additionally, no matter what 
date is selected, something is always 
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going on somewhere else. The group 
can only select the best date for all. 

Topics 
Topics for the workshop should 

have been selected at the time the 
meeting facilities were selected. The 
topics, and the type of outdoor presen
tations planned, will have a great 
bearing on what kind ofmeetingfacili
ties are required. 

In general, there are two types of 
workshops: beginning beekeeping or 
advanced beekeeping. For a new or 
inexperienced beekeeping class, basic 
topics could include: 
1. Equipment purchase/assembly 
2. Getting started in beekeeping 
3. Sources of information 
4. Protective gear 
5. Location for bee yards 
6. Using a smoker 
7. Seasonal management 
8. Swarm control 
9. Making increase 
10. The honey crop-production and 

processing 
11. Basic disease and pest recognition 
12. Common nectar producing plants 
13. Observation hives 
14. Small scale queen production 
15. Good neighbor relations 

Suggested topics for a workshop 
for more advanced students could be: 
1. Africanized honey bees 
2. Predacious mites 
3. Comb honey production 
4. Advanced queen production 
5. Artificial insemination of queens 
6. Good neighbor relations 
7. Stingingbehavior 
8. Diagnosis of common bee diseases 
9. State and Federal beekeeping 

programs 
10. Pollen collection and storage 
11. Specialty products (venom, royal 

jelly, propolis) 
12. Pollination principles and tech

niques 
13. Marketing, packaging, govern

ment programs 
14. Sources of specific information 

(State extension, Federal publica
tions, international publications) 

Budget 
The amount of money a group has 

to spend is certanily a consideration. 
The budget is always difficult to pre
dict, especially if the group has limited 
operating funds. 

One possibility is the procedure of 
taking no chances, spending only what 
the group currently has in the club 
account. Any surplus funds made on 
the workshop would go for the next 

workshop or other group functions. 
Another technique is to predict the 

number of participants and base the 
workshop expenses on that number. 
Once the number is met, the workshop 
begins to generate surplus funds that, 
again, could be used toward the next 
workshop or for group functions. Fiscal 
decisions should be conservative until 
the group has some operating capital, 
in case enrollment does not meet the 
minimum. 

If the group does have some mone
tary reserves, the predicted enroll
ment, the meeting site, and the date 
should be selected at approximately 
the same time. With this information, 
an idea of how much to spend on speak
ers should be clearer. 

Speakers/Teachers 
The speaker category can be as 

trying as the budget category. The fol
lowing criteria should be considered 
when selecting speakers: 
1. Expertise 
2. Travel expenses 
3. The draw factor* 
4. Availability 
5. Topic appropriateness (don't ex

pect a pollination specialist to dis
cuss genetics) 
Visiting speakers should be con

tacted well in advance of the workshop. 
For popular presenters a year would 
not be too far ahead. If the workshop is 
to be an annual event, the speakers 
should be treated well during the meet
ing. Expecting presenters to talk for 
several hours for a small honorarium, 
if one is given at all, will immediately 
and certainly give the groups' work
shop a dubious reputation, making it 
more difficult to get future quality 
speakers. An important consideration 
is to have al1 agreements with speakers 
in writing. Details, such as travel 
dates, arrangements, expenses and 
honorarium, along with topics, should 
be in writing. Verbal agreement via 
phone is risky and difficult to verify. 

•The draw factor: Is paying a well-known 
speaker a significant amount of money a 
wise investment? Sometimes having a fa
mous beekeeping personality teach a lec
ture will entice more beekeepers to attend 
- sometimes not. It depends on the sub
jects they will discuss relative to the antici
pated audience. For instance, having a 
well-known bee breeder attend a meeting of 
new beekeepers probably isn't a good 
choice. However, this same breeder, at
tending a session on advanced beekeeping 
and queen rearing would be excellent. 
Know your audience, and your speakers' 
'draw' on that audience. 
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BEEKEEPING WORKSHOP 

Many times, local members are 
capable of presenting certain topics. 
Club members should be used where 
ever possible. Their costs are lower and 
they may be able to make new bee
keepers feel that they are a part of the 
group. On the other hand, itis difficult 
to be a "prophet in your own village". 
The workshop coordinator should be 
certain the member is qualified to 
make the presentation. 

resale at meal time. No matter how 
food is provided, expect complaints. 

overdone. I am convinced that prior 
notice is a major key to the success of a 
workshop (see sample News Release, 
this article). Promotion 

Handouts 

Feeding 

After the meeting topics, date, 
place and speakers have been selected, 
the meeting should be promoted ag
gressively. Every successful session 
in which I have ever been involved has 
been extensively promoted. Use the lo
cal extension service to assist when 
possible. In addition, consider the fol
lowing: 

If materials are to be given out at 
the workshop, get the copy and colla
tion work done well in advance. Work
shop participants always appreciate 
getting good, timely handouts. The vis
iting speakers should be asked to send 
outlines, if not actual copies, of the 
presentations they will be giving dur
ing the session. Having something to 
take home also gives the participants a 

1. Local and regional newspapers 
2. Radio spots 
3. Bee publications 

Providing meals is probably the 
most difficult of all responsibilities. 
One option, if practical, is to give time 
for "lunch on your own". If that is not 
possible, local catering services can 
usually provide appropriate meals at 
modest costs. Another option is to 
make a large order of fast food for 

4. Community bulletin boards 
5. Other groups (eg. Outdoor groups, 

nature groups, garden clubs, serv
ice clubs) 

. feeling of getting something for their 
money. A folder, tablet and pencil are 
good ideas and inexpensive to pro
vide.Li 

Meeting promotion cannot be 

A Checklist for Developing 
a Beekeeping Workshop 

8-12 Months Prior To Meeting 

6-12 

4-8 

1-2 

a. Develop concept and present to local group 
b. Select meeting dates 
c. Establish budget 
d. Make committee assignments 

a. 
b. 
c. 
d. 
e. 
f. 
g. 
h. 

a. 
b. 
C. 

d. 
e. 
f. 
g. 

a. 
b. 
C. 

d. 
e. 

Reserve facilities 
Select topics 
Begin to contact speakers 
Coordin.ate with local extension office 
Continue to communicate with speakers 
Confirm facility reservations 
Hold coordinators committee meeting 
Develop registration material including forms and 
contact person in group (should include registration, 
meals, etc.) 

Begin coordination with bee journals for promotion 
Write industry organizations for door prizes 
Confirm speakers (in writing) 
Make motel reservations for speakers 
Begin to respond to pre-registration requests 
Finalize program 
Hold coordinator's meeting 

Get handouts printed and collated 
Review facilities (light switches, phones, etc.) 
Coordinate with catering service ( if used) 
Get local promotion out 
Continue to respond to pre-registration requests 

7 days prior 
a. 

b. 
C. 

d. 
e. 
f. 

g. 
h . 

Prepare demonstration colonies for transport 
(if used) 
Make final food preparations (if used) 
Continue local promotion 
Review facilities (light switches, phones, etc.) 
Get door prizes and handouts together 
Get pre-registrations organized and prepare 
for registration at meeting 
Coordinate speaker and participant arrivals 
Finalize audio-visual equipment procurement 
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This is the first in a series of releases 
you should be using to aggressively promote 
your workshop. If you find that local I re
gional papers will not use your release, 
seriously consider 'buying an ad'. This in
formation must get out, at all costs, but 
these costs must be considered in the budget. 

NEWS 
RELEASE 
Want to learn more about 

bees an~ beekeeping? 

The (group name here) will be holding 
a (length) day workshop on (topics: begin
ning beekeeping, advanced beekeeping, 
et.c.). This will be an exceptional opportu
nity for anyone interested in bees or 
beekeeping, including beekeepers, teach
ers, extension agents, farmers, or anyone 
interested in this fascinating insect. The 
dates for this meeting are (date) from 
(time), and will be held at (location). For 
more information, contact (person) at 
(address AND phone number). 

This release is not very specific because 
it is a teaser. It should be issued 4-6 months 
prior to the workshop. As the date ap
proaches, more specific releases will be of
fered. 
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U.S. HONEY TRADE 

The honey industry has changed 
more in the last few years than ever 
before in the twentieth century. These 
changes have come from such factors as 
the threat of the Africanized honey bee, 
the discovery of the varroa mite in the 
United States and the influence of gov
ernment policy. Of interest to beekeep
ers, honey producers, processors, im
porters and taxpayers is the role federal 
honey programs play in the industry. 
The purpose of this article is to discuss 
that role and how honey policies estab
lished by the federal government might 
influence you. 

The federal government has sup
ported the honey industry since the 
early 1950's when the federal honey 
support program was established by 
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the Agricultural Act of1949. As stated 
by the act the purpose of the honey 
support program is to provide for the 
maintenance of adequate honey bee 
colonies for pollination of the nation's 
important seed, fruit, nut and vege
table crops. Until 1980, most of the 
activity of the honey price support pro
gram was in loans to beekeepers. Bee
keepers could take a loan based on the 
applicable price support rate for farm
stored or :warehouse-stored extracted 
honey on any or all of the extracted 
honey produ~d during that crop year. 
The availability of the loan gives the 
farmer cash for the crop without the 
beekeeper having to sell the crop imme
diately. The beekeeper can continue to 
store the crop until he/she perceives a 

LOISSCHERTZWILLETT 

correct market for the supply. Beekeep
ers have the option of cancelling their 
loans should the market price not rise 
above the support price. Upon cancella
tion, the beekeeper is required to de
liver to the Commodity Credit Corpora
tion (CCC) honey of value equal to the 
value of the loan at the end of the year. 

This program appeared to work 
successfully until 1981 when the sup
port price was above the domestic 
honey price for the first time in several 
years. In 1981 the average support 
price of honey was 57.4 cents/pound 
while the average price received by 
domestic beekeepers was only 56.5 
cents/pound. Due to this discrepancy in 
prices domestic beekeepers forfeited on 
their loans with the CCC. The CCC 
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ONEY PROGRAM 
received the beekeepers' production 
and held the honey in storage until it 
could be distributed through govern
ment sponsored programs. Additional 
stocks were held by beekeepers after 
1981 because of the falling domestic 
price of honey and the speculation of 
higher prices in the future. In 1981 the 
average price of imported honey was 
41.6 cents/pound, considerably less 
than the support rate and the price 
received by domestic producers. Hence, 
U.S. honey packers found it more prof
itable to purchase the lower priced 
imported honey rather than honey from 
domestic producers. These price differ
ences contributed to the expansion of 
honey imports in the early 1980's as 
seen in Figure 1. 

Due to large imports of honey and 
the large stocks held by the CCC in the 
1980's, the Reagan administration had 
considerable interest in phasing out the 
federal price support program. Their 
position was that the program was not 
necessary to guarantee an adequate 
supply of honey bees for crop pollina
tion purposes. There was considerable 
debate during the preparation of the 
1985 farm bill, known as the 1985 Food 
Security Act, about elimination of the 
support program. However, the act 
kept the honey support program intact 
but scaled back the level of federal 
support. The average support rate was 
65.3 cents/pound, 64.0 cents/pound and 
63.0 cents/pound in 1985, 
1986 and 1987 respectively. 
The support price will con-

the honey crops and the honey goes 
back into the market without the CCC 
giving it away. 

The first buy back rates were an
nounced in the summer of1986. These 
rates were 52.0 cents/pound for white 
honey, 46.0 cents/pound for extra light 
amber honey, 40.0 cents/pound for light 
amber honey and 37.5 cents/pound for 
amber honey. Note that these rates 
were considerably less than the aver
age 1986 support price of 64.0 cents/ 
pound but still above the 1986 average 
imported honey price of 35.5 cents/ 
pound. Because it appeared the buy 
back rates did not reflect the current 
world market conditions the rates were 
changed several times during 1986 and 
1987. The buy back rates announced in 
October 1987 for the 1987 crop were 
40.0 cents/pound for white honey, 37.0 
cents/pound for extra light amber 
honey, 36.0 cents/pound for light amber 
honey and 34.0 cents/pound for amber 
honey. Once again these buy back rates 
are considerably less than the 63.0 
cents/pound honey support rate. 

It is fairly easy to understand the 
impacts ofimplementing the honey buy 
back program on the U.S. honey indus
try. It has been quite profitable for 
beekeepers to turn the honey in under 
loan, buy back the honey at the lower 
buy back rate and market their honey 
through conventional channels. The 
result has been a reduction in the acqui-

1986 and only 65 million pounds in 
1987. As U.S. honey becomes more 
competitive on the world market there 
has been an increase in the quantity of 
honey exported. The 18 million pounds 
of honey exported in 1987 were more 
than twice the 7.4 million pounds of 
honey exported in 1986. 

The honey buy back program has 
been and continues to be attractive 
because it allows for a transition period 
in the honey support program. The 
changes the buy back program have 

. brought to the honey industry are quite 
evident. Several beekeepers still par
ticipate in the federal honey program 
but beekeepers are buying back their 
honey and marketing it themselves. 
Hence, the acquisitions of honey by the 
CCC have fallen and the stocks held by 
the CCC have decreased. United 
States' processors and packers have 
found domestic honey to be more com
petitive. As a result the demand for 
imported honey has decreased so much 
that honey imports are near the levels 
of the 1970's. U.S. exports ofhoney have 
expanded as our competitiveness on the 
world market has increased. If the fed
eral buy back program continues the 
honey industry will be in much better 
shape in the future than it has been in 
several years.6 
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PRICE SUPPORT 
PRIMER 

There is a scene from the Walt Disney movie "Fantasia" 
entitled the Sourcerer's Apprentice that merits attention 
this year. As I recall, the scene goes something like this: 

Our hero, Mickey, is ordered by the Sourcerer to fill a 
container with water. It's a big container, and soon he grows 
tired. Spying the magician's Book Of Spells, Mickey finds the 
command to make an ordinary broom come to life and do the 
work. Wasting no time he orders the nearby sweeper to help 
with the water duties. But one isn't enough, so he finds 
another spell that duplicates the broom - and the water 
carried. But here's the catch, itis an ongoing curse-it keeps 
repeating itself. First there are two brooms, then four, eight 
. .. 16 ... 32 ... 64 . .. And they keep carrying water, dumping 
it into the container, which soon spills to overflowing, and 
there is no stopping them ... 256 . .. 512 .. . 1024 . .. More 
water, more brooms, more water . . . 

Our hero is saved, of course, when the sourcerer returns, 
but the overflowing honey crop of many this year will not be 
saved by a magician. It still remains flowing into pails and 
drums, or still in supers with no where to go. What to do? 
What to do? 

One distraught beekeeper, a hobbyist with little inclina
tion or time to become a retailer was overheard recently, "If 
I gave everyone I know ten pounds rd still have more left than 
Pve ever been able to produce." 

The reality of the situation is tha:t when most backlot
ters, hobbyists or "bee-havers" have a bumper crop, they just 
can't handle it. Their bees, like those magic brooms, just 
overdid it and the pails and drums are overflowing. Selling 
may take care of most ofit in normal years, but for many, 
neither selling nor giving will put a dent in the harvest this 
time. 

There are several ways to deal with this, other than 
feeding it back or just leaving it on. For most hobbyists the 
thought of using the government programs never entered 
their minds. It wasn't necessary, and besides all the fuss and 
bother required for a few pounds wasn't worth the effort. At 
least not until this year. 

For others, selling the crop to a packer wasn't an alter
native either. Distance, price and 'the unknown' were ob
stacles that weren't worth overcoming, again, until this year. 

We have two articles here examining these alternatives 
- "A Price Support Primer" and "Picking A Packer"; two 
ideas that should be considered, before you need a magician 
to save you, and your honey. 
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KIMFLOTfUM 

ASCS FORM CCC-666(Honey) Reverse side is for 
inspectors remarks on each lot and for each inspection. 

CCC-666 (Honey) 103-20.1•1 
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1
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oft,UI 
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of the l1oney .rhown in column JOabuve i, in eximmctu.1nd i, ,iored in lhe Jooarion noted. The honey i, in ,toroble codit 
fhrotJRh rhe IOtJt1 p11riod. Th11 honey i, ,tared fo container, that mt-f!f the , peci/icotion.r for el~ble con~iner,. The hontr• 
bmnce,, except OJ ,hou,n above. I QBTH ro mainrain tl1e identity of theoboe,,e identified honey and u,QJ nor moue orcou 

SI G N ATURE 0 1"" PR ODUCER 

14. COUNTY OFFICE 
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L O T NO, 

- - 16 
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26. T O T AL LOAN QUANTITY ICol, 23) 127. TOTAL NOTE A M OUNT (CoL 26) 28. EXCISE TAX 

31 . Commodity INpcetOf 32 ....... 

A. COMMl!:NT'S 
A. ~OMNI 

B. l N SPl!CT l!O av 
OAAi 
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Just what does it mean to "put your 
honey under loan"? Since this may be 
the year you want to know, we did a 
little research tp find out. The following 
is taken from the Handbook for the 
Honey Price Support Loan Program for 
1987 and Later Crops, used at ASCS 
offices; and, from conversations with 
ASCS personnel, beekeepers and oth
ers familiar with this program. 

First let's examine the most impor
tant ground rules for you: 

• Price Support loans are available to 
producers from April 1, the year the 
honey was produced, through 
March 31 of the year after. 

• Price support can be requested for 
either farm stored (your place) or 
warehouse stored (somewhere else) 
in the county the honey is stored, or 
where your office or house is. 

• To be eligible for price support, your 
honey must have been produced in 
the U. S. during the current year; be 
of a known floral source (there are 
20+ sources that are NOT eligible, 
ranging from bitterweed to prickly 
pear); be below 18.5% moisture 
content; is not adulterated by poi-

1 
_________ __,;•,_• ;;,;_•m;;,;.A;;_;PP;;,;'°';;,;O<l;.,•.,;;O;;;;MB;;,;N.;,;;0;.;;• 0;;,;51,_0·00;;;;1~7 

I 
.... No lunllllr monies or orher b,n1/irs may bl J»id 

NOTE • out under this program unless this r,port is com• 
plered and filed as rlK/u,irNI by ,xisting /,w 1nd 
rsgulations (15 USC 114 b ,nd c). 

. N O. O P" COLOHIU 'IRODUC• 
INC HONICV POR THIS 
R SQUC:ST 

,-LORAL SO V A CII: COLOft 

o---+----11---+---12---

Ute hon~y ond rhat 1uch honey U ellf1ble for loon. I furth•, c.mify rhor fh• quonrily 
1, 111111 m ch condihun uial be nwu·n1ained, and the ,trucflmt will ,ofely d ore thfl hon•Y 
■hlclt the Joa n i, rttquf!lted i, free and clenr of oll lieru, 1tturily inttruU, ond f'nCl.llff• 

,W the hoM)' wirh •ny o ther honey .. 1,hour prior appro..l of th• Counry O/fk•. 

MMODITV 13,CONTAI N . .. S 

118. R,1.....,1on O te«npl.,. 
R• v.ne Onl'fl .. CSTIMATEO QUANTIT Y 

L.O AN RATE LOAN YALUI: QUf/.'/,l.'ty ,.OLlt LOAN 
tLBS.I 

2 2 23 2• .,--

29, ,-EICS 31), OIS■URSZ'MIINT AMOUNT 

rASCCommitta 

iiii' 
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sons; is not burned, overheated, 
fermented, dirty or imported. Fur
ther, it must be in 'acceptable' con
tainers which by definition are -
metal, at least 5 and less than 70 
gallons, and be suitable for contain
ing honey. 

• Containers, according to some 
sources, should not be plastic (the 
typical five (or four) gallon) pail 
used by many sideliners and small 
scale producers. However, others 
report this rule is not always fol
lowed, so check first. There are sev
eral rules for containers, all com
mon sense for safety, cleanliness 
and accessibility. 

• Don't forget about the National 
Honey Board Assessment. The rules 
state that if you produce less than 
6,000 pounds a year you are not 
required to pay the 1 cent/lb. fee. • 
But you will need a waiver to that 
effect. ( Of course you can pay the fee 
and support the Board, and help 
yourself in the long run.) 

• Your storage area (if you choose this 
route) must be approved, either 
farm or warehouse. 

• To obtain your loan: 1) Certify quan
tity in farm-storage, and obtain a 
loan on 90% of it; 2) Place in ap
proved warehouse storage, and ob
tain loan on 95% ofit; 3) Sell, use or 
feed your honey, and get a loan on 
100% ofit; 4) Make sure you don't 
put more honey under loan than 
your bees could reasonably produce . 

• Inspections 
1) Representatives will: 
a) verify the right quantity is in the 
right place in the right containers; 
b) do a moisture test (which will be 
redone every 3 months); c) deter
mine warehouse storage and in
spection fees; d) determine the 
color and quality range. 
Now remember, you're dealing 

with the federal government here, and 
nothing is as simple as it sounds. There 
are provisions, limitations, qualifica
tions, definitions, certifications, work
sheets, schedules, exemptions, proce
dures, charges, fees and more, most of 
which isn't covered here. This is a huge 
bureaucracy to deal with, and nothing 
can be left to chance, no loop holes are 
available, everyone must be treated 
fairly, and the standards must be such 
that honey examined in Florida is sub
ject to the same tests and rules as in 
California. 

It can be complicated, but it's not as 
hard as it may seem because part of this 
system are the ASCS folks who assist 
with the paper work. Generally, they 
are a godsend, and you are well advised 
to work with them, not against them or 
the program they are a part of. 

The loan program is, in theory, 

quite simple. Prices paid are previously 
set, and change on occasion due to a 
variety off actors. In a nutshell, it works 
like this. 

Once you decide to take advantage 
of the program, you contact your local 
ASCS office(listed in the phonebook 
under federal government). You will fill 
out, with assistance, form CCC666 
(shown). 

ASCS representatives will inspect 
your honey, determine the appropriate 
fees, and then send you a check for your 
honey (but don't hold your brea th here, 
it talkes awhile to cut the money). But, 
to figure your amount, let's use some 
numbers. 

At the end of September, the loan 
rate for white honey was $.6202/lb. If 
you have 25, five gallon cans, your re
turn would be (25 cans x 60 lbs/can) x 
$.6202/lb. = (25 x 60) x .6202 = $930.30 
Oess fees and other charges). 

But good business sense dictates 
that you don't merely sit on this, and 
forfeit it to the government when your 
loan is due. This for two reasons. First, 
by utilizing the advantages of the buy 
back program (see Packer article, page 
620) you can make more on your honey 
(and not lose your containers). And 
secondly, once the government has the 
honey, they give it away. 

Buying your honey back and resell
ing it either retail, wholesale or to a 
packer puts this honey back into the 
mainstream market. People pay for it 
then, not receive it as a gift. 

Buy back? Let's take a quick look. 
The buy back program works like this. 
Once you have put your honey under 
loan, you can buy it back for the current 
buy-back rate ($.40/lb white, at the end 
of September). 

Then, you take your honey to a 
packer or other buyer, who pays you 
market value for your product. This will 
probably be exactly the buy-back rate, 
or maybe a shade higher, but not much. 
You sell your honey to this person for 
$.40/lb. which gives you $600 for your 
25 cans. And you get cans in exchange. 

Let's take a quick look at the final 
figures. First, the government 'loaned' 
you $930.30 for your honey. Then, you 
'bought it back' for $600.00 and imme
diately resold it for $600. While it may 
take awhile for the government check 
to reach you, you have, in hand, $600.00 
and your containers. You haven't 
'given' anything away and are (pa
tiently) waiting for the remaining 
$330.30 to arrive. 

If you choose to use the loan pro
gram, it only makes sense to use the buy 
back, too. Giving honey away only hurts 
the industry. Further, it is a feasible 
method of moving a large amount of 
crop that you would otherwise not be 
able to move, or only very slowly. 

619 



PICKING A 
PACKER 

For the honey producer with little 
time and a surprisingly large amount of 
honey this year, the option of selling 
surplus to a honey packer may be at
tractive. Unfortunately, many bee
keepers still eye the packing industry 
with suspicion and mistrust. Although 
there have been packers who have de
served this reputation, there are usu
ally as many suppliers who have also 
been less than perfect. 

However, the past few years have 
weeded out marginal beekeepers and 
packers, and those remaining, though 
competitive, are generally worthwhile 
- and certainly worth investigating. 

We visited a packer recently, 
Groeb Farms, in Onsted Michigan, to 
find out what we needed to know to deal 
with a packer. 

Groeb Farms is located just out of 
Onsted. They have a large parking area 
for trucks, and the warehouse gives one 
a feeling of a clean, no frills operation. 
Run by Ernie Groeb, Sr. and son, Ernie, 
Jr., they have a staff ofl 7 at their plant. 
They have a 4000 sq. ft. retail store jµst 
down the road with a wide variety of 
beekeeping supplies available. The 
store sells directly, handles the mail 
order business generated from their 
catalog, and is the distribution point for 

Ernie Jr. 
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package bee sales in the spring. They 
also have another processing plant in 
Bell view, FL that is a full service outlet, 
run by Troy Groeb. 

Ernie Sr. has been in the business 
a good part of his life, most of it in some 
aspect of buying, blending and selling 
honey. His forte remains a well experi
enced palate, good business sense, and 
a concern for what's fair for the cus
tomer, and the business. 

Ernie Jr. is both enthusiastic and 
energetic. His strength lies in his mar
keting skills for the honey and other 
products they sell, and the energy he 
brings to the organization. Together, 
they have a broad spectrum of experi
ence. 

Since our interest was in how to 
deal with a packer - that is what 
should I look for when considering this 
type of marketing - our first question 
was simply, "Howm uch honey do I have 
to have so you'll buy it?" 

ERNIE SR., "We'll take any amount, in 
any type of container the first time. 
After that we look for standard indus
try containers. We ask that it's clean. It 
doesn't have to be perfect, but clean is a 
reasonable request". 

Ernie Sr. 

ERNIE JR., "Actually, there's a whole 
lot more to it than that, and this is 
where a beekeeper will get the most for 
his money. We suggest, in fact we 
emphasize to any new customers that 
they shop around, that they find out 
everything they can before they sign on 
the line. 

"A good packer offers not only a 
'while you wait' service, but much more. 
Price shouldn't be the only factor when 
selling your honey, and non-standard 
containers are only one consideration. 

"Call the packer, ask what prices 
are being paid. Ask, always ask. Find 
out what other services are available 
too. For instance, wax rendering, con
tainer exchange, bee supplies, ware
housing facilities for price support .. . 
These are are the extras that separate 
the average from the good packers." 

ERNIE SR., "To find out these things 
you have to call around, talk to lots of 
packers, beekeepers, maybe credit 
agencies. You need to find out 'if they 
pay, and 'when' they pay you for your 
honey. That's important to anyone, but 
it's most important when you need the 
money. 

"But this is a two way street you 
know. The customers have to meet us 
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part way to make this work. Packers 
don't like surprises any more than 
beekeepers do. If you've called ahead 
and found out all of the particulars you 
need to know, there are a few items you 
have to think of. For instance, stan
dardized containers make good sense 
- 5 gallon plastic or tin pails, or 55 
gallon drums - so we can exchange 
with you. And, we like clean honey, not 
fermented, burned or off flavor. And, if 
you really want to make points, you'll 
already have drawn samples from each 
lot of containers. We obviously have to 
check it for color, floral type, moisture 
content, and container quality. We are 
dealing with a food here, and everybody 
has to take responsibility." 

ERNIE JR., " A well educated customer 
makes everybody's job easier, and more 
profitable. You have to consider other 
selling alternatives too, you know. And 
their costs. Government programs pay 
more, and are the obvious first step. It 
does require time and paperwork, 
however. Wholesaling to other bee
keepers, or small packers can be risky, 
and the price difference is usually 
minimal. Retailing yourself obviously 
produces the greatest cash flow, but 
when you consider bottles, labels, fill
ing, delivering and the rest, along with 
the time involved - well, nobody can 
make that decision but you, but make 
sure you consider all your costs." 

ERNIE SR., "Certainly we're in busi
ness to make money. We take your 
honey and resell it to people who want 
large amounts of a standard product. 
Hobbyists can't supply that, so they're 
out of the running. But we can, because 
we're set up to do it. It's business. 

Selling your surplus to a packer, 
either directly or as part of the buy 
back, works, but it takes a bit of home-
work to find the best for your money.A 
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The best time to take lot samples is 
when you are filling barrels or buckets. 

INDIAN BLANKETS 
Special Offer Free Blessing Size 72X90, And ChOlce Of 
Yellow or Blue Rainbow or Brown. Authentic Indian 
oeslgn Each one Personally Blessed By Wise Owl, 
Medicine Man And Chief Drowning creek Reserva• 
t lon S1 so. Value For Only S39. Postpaid satisfaction 
Guaranteed. The Only Blanket Offered To Public 
Blessed By Ind Ian Medicine Man Your Order Provides 
Help Urgently Needed BY Tribe. Please Print 

DROWNING CREEK RESERVATION 
Route 2 • BOX 108 

MAXTON, NORTH CAROLINA 28364 

621 



~ ~B';.~.~~~~ R~ M~e~fnfn.Hu~,~ • 
DRESS 

FOR 

THE 

JOB! 

WAX COATED PERMANENT FOUNDATION FOR 
DEEP, MEDIUM OR SHALLOW FRAMES 

Never change or replace foundation again, the bees love it and you will too • Sold in any 
quantity - also available all assembled in wooden frames • Requires no wire or pins and 
needs none• Handle it, ship it, whether hot or cold, it's tough • Permanent Foundation is a 

non-conductor of temperature. More brood is raised with less chance of chilling than 
with wire reinforced wax • Wax moth damage is 100% repairable • Queen hunting made 
easier - bees can't gnaw holes in Permanent Foundation • Permanent Foundation does 

not sag or stretch from load or from heat; eliminating excess drone cells, unlike wired 
wax it does not encourage them • Wood frames are full thickness, and fill the supers 
properly with the proper spacing. Wood frames don't twist, frame grip works best on One piece poly/cotton suit with 

hood and veil attached. Undo zipper 
and throw back when not wanted. 

wood and they don't split. There is no hiding place for wax moth • Permanent Foundation 
and Wood Frames behave superior in the extractor. . .. TRY SOME NOW! 

• Hood completely detachable. 
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BEE SUPPLY COMPANY 
60 Breakneck Hill Rd.• Southboro, MA 01772 

(508) 485-8112 
Open Tuesday through Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

$80.00 
SM, M, LG 

State chest size and height 

8. J. SHERRIFF 
Dept.1,P.O.Box416 
Nacoochee, GA 30571 

FALL PRICES 
ITALIAN • CAUCASIAN • ST ARLINE • MIDNITE • DOUBLE HYBRID 

Use fall inspections to rebuild and requeen slow colonies. Queens are available for normal beekeeping 
or for complete requeening. To avoid winter loss, keep colonies headed by vigorous young queens that 
will continue through the winter months. For rebuilding colonies, packages with queens are available 

postpaid. To boost colonies, queenless booster packages are available. The popular DOUBLE HYBRID, 
a cross between the two most popular hybrids MIDNITE and STARLINE, is again available. Our new 

CAUCASIAN strain is again offered to try in your area. Immediate shipment is available. 
All shipments carry a mite and disease free certificate. Phone us today! 

ITALIAN or CAUCASIAN 
ST ARLINE, MIDNITE or DOUBLE HYBRID 

1 • 3 
$6.00 
$6.60 

4-24 
$5.00 
$5.60 

25 • 99 
$4.50 
$5.10 

For Clip & Mark, add 75¢ each; for Tested Queens, add $1 .50 each. 

100 up 
$4.00 
$4.60 

YORK BEE COMPANY 
P. 0. BOX 307 • JESUP, GEORGIA 31545 

Phone: (912) 427-7311 • MasterCharge/Visa Accepted 
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POLITICALLY 
~~~ SPEAKING 
I~ , ,,. 

:eparing this month's column has 
been difficult. Speaking politically and 
retaining a reasonable attitude seems 
more difficult with each passingmonth. 
My wife, Kay, agrees that this month's 
effort has been a most-trying time. Her 
role in my journalistic efforts is to serve 
as secretary and editor-critic. After 
rejecting several articles, I casually 
(perhaps a little belligerently) ques
tioned her sincerity. This brought forth 
a stinging rejoinder that I couldn't ig
nore: "If you think I am gonna praise 
your writing when I should criticize, 
you are wrong. Cool off and you'll see 
that lam right." In each case I cooled it 
and admitted she was right. After all is 
said artd done Kay has been a fairly 
reasonable adviser for 51 years. 

The criticism had nothing to do 
with grammar or spelling (On the point 
of grammatical errors I am reminded of 
a quote from Dick Hunger in a Wash
ington bee association newsletter: " ... 
this report may contain errors. They 
are made for the amusement of the 
nitpickers .. . "). Instead, the editing 
was mainly concerned about the tone 
and general message. 

On the subject of political action: 
"Repetition - past articles have dis
cussed this. The call for action needs 
heavier stress -after calling for action 
there is no detailed explanation of'how 
to' and what the penalties might be for 
inaction." Victorian writer Thomas De 
Quincey advises that literature is di
videdinto two classes- knowledge and 
power. The former teaches while the • 
latter calls for action. Research and 
association reports convey the knowl
edge, but seldom call for action (Action 
comes later in the form ofresolutions.). 
De Quincey sees the cookbook as a good 
example of action with details of "how 
to". Beekeeping literature as a whole 
does a fair job of narrating (teaching), 
but seldom does it call for action with 
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GLENN GIBSON 

Minco, Oklahoma 73059 

"I was angry with a friend ... " 

detailed explanations of"how to". 
I thought my article, Fear of Conte, 

was worthy of consideration, but my 
editor-critic did not agree. I told her it 
was covering a new subject and might 
be classed as good. "Nah - the good 
part is not new and the new part is not 
good. Plagiarism maybe?" was her brief 
comment. I suspicion that this crypti
cally appropriate appraisal came from 
some famous writer (she is silent on this 
point. I am searching the literature but, 
so far, a blank. Can some reader as
sist???). 

Another discarded article might 
have been acceptable except a dream 
convinced me that it shouldn't go. Poli
tics and Promotion would have deliv
ered a harmful message and would 
have revealed some ignorance on the 
subject of promotion. Also, the praise
worthy comment was a bit syrupy and 
probably overlooked persons that 
should be praised. The name-dropping 
of the prominent would have been ap
propriate in political circles, but not 
among everyday voters. Finally, I was a 
bit uneasy about the extent ofmy igno
rance on the subject of honey promo
tion. Too often in the ordinary course of 
preparing reports, talks and writing 

HOMAN'S 

■II 
Health certificate furnished. 

Certified Mite-Free. We feed Fumidil-8. 

HOLDER HOMAN APIARIES 
Rt. 2, Box 123-B • Shannon, MS 38868 

(601) 767-3880 or (601) 767-3855 

there is a strong urge to imply knowl
edge that most ofus do not have. This is 
much worse for the cause than sud
denly understanding an old idea and 
implying it is new. Eighteenth century 
writer Wolfgang von Goethe said: 
"There is nothing more fearful than 
ignorance in action." (Another transla
tion: "Nothing is so terrible as activity 
without thought.") Wolfgang, Sir, ifone 
takes your comment seriously, few will 
have courage to act. Perhaps a further 
study of his works would reveal the 
level ofignorance that would be accept
able. 

Future Articles 
A number of subjects that have 

political implications need attention in 
future articles and at the annual con
ventions. Pesticide losses have received 
little attention these last few years. 
Reports this year indicate a heavier 
than usual loss. A series of articles 
about the responsibility of the state 
beekeeping associations in national 
affairs or politics is sorely needed. 
There is a crying need for better com
munication between the hobbyist and 
commercial beekeeper. I will try to 
address these and other subjects in the 
coming months when the opportunity 
presents itself. 

Mr. or Ms. Beekeeper, I am hopeful 
that this article has provoked a bit of 
new thinking about the problems fac
ing the industry and will cause you to go 
an extra mile for the industry. This 
time to make new friends and keep this 
relation in good repair. Also, it is cer
tainly appropriate to attempt an under
standing with your political opponents. 
English poet, William Blake (18-19th 
century) wrote: 

I was angry with my friend; 
I told my wrath, my wrath did end. 
I was angry with my foe; 
I told it not, my wrath did grow.6 
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HOME 
By ANN HARMAN 
6511 Griffith Road 
Laytonsville, MD 20879 
Here we go with the Holiday Time 

of Year! By this time of year, freezers 
are full, canning jar shelves sag a bit 
under the weight of gleaming, full jars, 
and bundles of drying herbs dangle like 
stalactites from every available rafter. 
In spite of drought, or even too much 
rain, it is time to be thankful for a good 
harvest. 

Cranberries are now plentiful. I 
often wonder how someone found out 
cranberries were good to eat. Other 
berries are sweet enough to be eaten 
right off the plant, but have you ever 
tried a handful of raw, unsweetened 
cranberries? Honey is definitely the 
best sweetener for these beautiful red 
berries. 

Congealed 
Cranberry Salad 
2 cups raw cranberries 
1 orange, ground (use 1/2 of rind) 
1 cup honey 
6-oz. package lemon gelatin 
2-1/2 cups boiling water 
1 cup celery, chopped 
1 cup pecans, chopped 

Grind cranberries and orange, or use 
blender or food processor. Mix with 
honey and let stand. Prepare gelatin 
with the hot water. Cool, then chill until 
partly congealed. Add celery, nuts and 
cranberry mixture. Mix well. Pour into 
a ring mold, fancy mold or individual 
molds. Refrigerate. Serve on lettuce 
leaf with mayonnaise. Serves 12. 

Honey Recipes 
North Carolina St. Beekeepers Assn. 

I know there are many people who 
have never made a steamed pudding. 
Why? Some have told me "it's compli
cated". Nonsense. A steamed pudding 
is no more difficult than just baking 
something. Let me give you some sug
gestions then you can try this delicious 
recipe. 

Getting the container and pot 
ready for your first steamed pudding 
will take a few minutes, but after that 
you will know exactly which bowl and 
pot you need, so it is just as easy as 
getting cake or bread pans ready. For 
the batter you will need a mixing bowl. 
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MONY 
The batter should be 1-1/2 to 2 inches 
from the top of the bowl. Then you need 
a pot to put the bowl into. I use my old 
pressure cooker WITHOUT the gasket 
and NOT sealed shut. This has a rack 
on the bottom. The rack is rather impor
tant because, without a rack the bowl 
will bump and bang around while the 
water is boiling. A quickly-made rack 
can be made from a piece of "hardware 
cloth" cut to fit inside the pot. Now 
you're ready to go. 

Cranberry Pudding 
2 cups large cranberries, halved 
1-1/2 cups flour 
1/2 tsp. baking powder 
1 tsp. soda 
1/2 tsp. salt 
2/3 cup honey 
1/3 cup hot water 

Combine cranberries with a small 
amount of flour to coat well. Sift re
maining dry ingredients together. Add 
cranberries. Combine honey and hot 
water and add to cranberry mixture, 
mixing well. Turn into greased pudding 
bowl. Take a piece of aluminum foil and 
cover bowl tightly. You can even tie a 
piece of string around bowl to hold the 
foil down tightly. Put the bowl into the 
pot containing already boiling water, 
the water should be about halfway up 
bowl (bowl should NOT float). Steam 
for 2 hours. Remove bowl from pot and 
allow to cool a few minutes before re
moving foil and turning pudding out 
onto serving plate. Serve hot with 
Honey Sauce (recipe follows). 

Honey Sauce 
1/2 cup butter 
2/3 cup honey 
2 T. flour 
2 eggs, slightly beaten 
1/2 cup lemon juice 
1/2 pint whipping cream, whipped 

Combine first 4 ingredients. Cook 
slowly in double boiler until thickened. 
Remove from heat. Stir in lemon juice. 
Cool, then fold in whipped cream. 

Nature's Golden Treasure 
Honey Cookbook 
Joe M. Parkhill 

This next recipe combines two 
autumn treats: cranberries and pears. 
Besides, this is a recipe for a dessert. 
Although cranberries are excellent as 
the traditional relish, they are a deli
cious berry and deserve the honor of 
being a dessert ingredient. 

Cr~berry Pear Pie 
1 graham cracker crust 
2 cups cranberries, chopped 
2 cups apple juice 
1/2 tsp. ground cardamon 
1 cup honey 
1/2 cup cornstarch 
1-1/2 cup pears, peeled, cored, sliced 
1/2 pint whipping cream for garnish 

In a saucepan, add the berries, honey 
and juice and cook for about 10 min
utes. Add just enough cold water to the 
cornstarch to make a thin paste. Add to 
the cranberry mixture while stirring. 
Add the pears. Continue cooking while 
stirring, until mixture thickens and 
sauce becomes clear. Pour the mixture 
into the pie shell and chill several 
hours. Top with whipping cream to 
serve. 

Honey and Spice 
by Lorena Laforest Bass 

Graham Sesame Crust 
1/4 cup butter, melted 
2T. honey 
1 cup graham cracker crumbs 
1/2 cup sesame seeds, toasted 
1/4 cup wheat germ 

Melt butter and honey together. In the 
pie pan, mix the graham cracker 
crumbs, sesame seeds, and wheat 
germ. Pour the butter mixture into the 
crumb mixture and blend thoroughly. 
Pat the mixture evenly into the pie pan 
and chill. 

Honey and Spice 
by Lorena Laforest Bass 
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Pumpkin pie is so traditional at 
this time of year that everyone must 
have their usual recipe. However, just 
once you migh_t try a new recipe. 

Harvest Pumpkin Pie 
1 9-inch pie shell, unbaked 
1 cup honey 
1 cup sour cream 
1-1/2 cups cooked/canned pumpkin 
2 tsps. pumpkin pie spice 
1/2 tsp. salt 
1 Tbls. cornstarch 
3 eggs slightly bea ten 
1/2 c. crsly. chpd. pecans or walnuts 

In a large bowl, blend honey, sour 
cream, pumpkin, spice, salt and corn 
starch with electric mixer until smooth. 
Fold in eggs. Turn into pie shell. 
Sprinkle nuts over top. Bake at 400°F 
for 45 minutes or until knife inserted 
near center comes out clean. 

Cooking With Honey 
Judy Powers 

Pumpkin is really so delicious that 
it should not be used only for pie. 
Pumpkin bread is versatile. A toasted, 
buttered slice is perfect with breakfast. 
A cream cheese sandwich is a good 
addition to your lunch box. Try it with 
dinner and as a bedtime snack. 

Pumpkin Bread 
2 cups pumpkin 
1-3/4 cups honey 
1 cup oil 
4 eggs, beaten 
3-1/2 cups flour 
1-1/4 tsp. soda 
1 tsp. baking powder 
1/2 tsp. salt 
1/2 tsp. nutmeg 
3 tsp. cinnamon 
1 cup chopped nuts, if desired 

Combine pumpkin, honey and oil. Add 
eggs. Mix well. Sift together dry ingre
dients and stir into batter. Add nuts. 
Bake in 3 greased bread pans at 350°F 
for 1 hour. Makes 3 loaves. 

Since breads freeze so well, take a 
few extra minutes to make this unusual 
yeast bread. Put one of the loaves away 
in the freezer for a day when you are in 
a hurry but need something a bit differ-
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ent. The holiday months tend to get 
quite busy! 

Lemon Dill Bread 
1 package dry yeast 
1/4 cup warm water 
1/4 cup honey 
2 cups warm milk 
2 T. butter 
2 T. grated lemon peel 
2 tsp. salt 
2 tsp. dill seed 
6 to 6-1/2 cups flour 

In a large bowl, sprinkle and blend 
yeast into warm water. Add honey. Stir 
until dissolved. Add milk, softened 
butter, lemon peel, salt and dill. Add 3 
cups flour. Using medium speed on 
electric mixer, beat 2 minutes, scraping 
sides and bottom of bowl frequently. 
Using spoon, stir in 2 more cups of flour 
until thoroughly mixed. Place dough on 
lightly floured board. Knead in remain
ing 1 to 1-1/2 cups flour. Continue 
kneading until dough is smooth and 
elastic (8 to 10 minutes). Place in 
greased bowl, then turn so greased side 
is up. Cover. Let rise in warm place 
until doubled, 1 to 1-1/2 hours. Punch 
down dough. Divide in half. Shape into 
two loaves and place in 2 greased 
9x5x3-inch loaf pans. Cover and let rise 
until almost doubled, about 45 min
utes. Bake 45 minutes at 350°F, or until 
loaves sound hollow when tapped. 
Remove from pans and cool on wire 
racks. 

Honey Cookbook 
Missouri State Beekeepers Assn. 

You might wish to fix several dif
ferent kinds of quick breads and yeast 
breads to use as holiday gifts. Novem
ber is a good time to start baking. Wrap 
the loaves tightly in foil and put in your 
freezer. All you need to add is a pretty 
ribbon and gift card. It is even nicer if 
you include the honey recipe to encour
age others to cook with honey. 

Holiday time seems to be day-af
ter-day of ham and turkey. By the ti.me 
you change the calendar to a new year, 

you don't know whether to oink or 
gobble. The best way to keep everyone 
happy is to serve some beef dishes, 
before, during and after the holidays. 

Dressed Up Steak 
3 pounds round steak 
1 teaspoon salt 
2 tablespoons oil 
1 large onion 
1-1/2 cups chopped celery 
1 medium green pepper, diced 
1 can (1 lb. 4-1/2 oz.) pineapple 

chunks, drained, reserve liquid 
1 fresh tomato, cubed 
1 tablespoon cornstarch 
1/4 cup honey 
1 T. soy or Worchestershire sauce 

Cut meat in cubes, season. Brown in oil, 
remove meat and set aside. In same 
skillet, saute onion, celery, and green 
pepper about 5 minutes. Drain pine
apple, reserving 1/2 cup liquid. Add 
pineapple chunks to vegetables along 
with tomato. Moisten cornstarch with 
the 1/2 cup pineapple juice. Add honey 
and soy sauce. Blend into vegetables. 
Add meat to mixture and blend. Cover 
and cook at 325°F for 2 hours or until 
tender. Stir occasionally to blend and to 
prevent sticking. Pineapple juice can be 
added if more liquid is required. 

Drops of Gold - Ohio Honey 
Ohio Department of Agriculture 

Dill is frequently overlooked as a 
seasoning for meats and fish. This next 
recipe features dill as an ingredient of 
the marinade. 

Dilly Honey Steak 
1 or 2 chuck steaks, 1/2 inch thick 
1/2 cup honey 
1/2 cup water 
1 cup white vinegar 
2 tablespoons vegetable oil 
1 teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon dill weed 
1 onion, sliced 
1 cucumber, sliced 
2 tablespoons butter 

In a saucepan, combine honey, water, 
vinegar, oil, salt and dill weed. Bring to 
a boil and simmer 5 minutes. Cool. 
Place steaks (can be tenderized first) in 
a covered dish or plastic bag and pour 
marinade over. Add onion and cucum
ber slices. Marinate a few hours or 
overnight. Turn occasionally, Drain 
and save marinade. Iftender, steak can 
be broiled. Otherwise, bake in a 425°F 
oven until done. Turn and brush with 
marinade occasionally. Pan fry onions 
and cucumber slices in butter until 
lightly browned; use to garnish steak. 

From Mama's Honey Jar Cookbook 
Catharine P. Smith 

625 



The 
PERFECT 

Beginners Book 
on Beekeeping 

ALLNEW 
Chapters include: 
• Suddenly You're a 

Beekeeper 
• Before You Start 
• First Inspection 

• Honey Flow 
• Honey Plants 
• Harvesting 

• Management 
• Packaging 

• Social Skills 

THE 
BEST 

THERE IS! 
ONLY 

Order 
X84 

$7.99 
Postpaid 

1-800-BUY-ROOT 

The A. I. Root Co. 
P. 0. Box 706 

Medina, Ohio 44258 
MasterCard, Visa and Discover Accepted. 
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We have available Extracting Equipment for the 
Commercial Honey Producer. 

For information write to: 

Cook & Beals, Inc. 
Loup City, NE 68853 

Phone: (308) 745-0154 
111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

CAN-AM APIARIES 
Queens - Nucs 

Thank you for your patronage. We are sold out for 1988. 
• Member of the California Bee Breeder Association • Certified Mite Free 

• Fumidil Treated• Italian and Carniolan Queens• We use Riteway Queen Shippers 
• Nucs / Package Bees • Quality Never Sacrificed 

For More Information and Prices Call TOLL FREE: 

1-800-228-2516 
Rte. 2, Box 2514 • Orland, CA 95963 • (916) 865-2516 

111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

F.W. JONES &SON LTD. 
1878-1987 

ATTN: BEEKEEPERS OF U.S.A. 

JONES have a complete line of bee supplies - Wax, wooden 
and metal. We mail your order from Vermont. All customs work done 

by us. You pay us in U.S. dollars at current FAVOURABLE 
EXCHANGE RATES. Write or 'phone us for details, 

price list and catalogue'. 
44 Dutch St., Bedford, Quebec 68 Tycos Drive, Toronto, Ontario 
Canada JOJ 1AO (514) 248-3323 Canada JOJ 1A0 (416) 783-2818 
!< 

Advertise Your Crop! ~-R(])T 
Our Cardboard 

Honey Signs say it all ... 

U50-1 Yellow 
"Honey For Sale" $ .95 ea.+p/h 

U45 - 10 Blue 
"New Crop" $3.45/pkg. + p/h 

See your nearest Root Dealer or call: 

1-800-BUY-ROOT 
=mcr=E 
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The domestic honey bee, presuma
bly not native, apparently came to the 
New World in the 1620's as part of 
ship's cargo. 

In a letter from the Council of the 
Virginia Company in London, headed 
"London this 5th of December 1621 ", a 
report is made which we have put into 
present-day English: "We have, by this 
Ship, sent you diverse sorts of seeds and 
fruit trees, also pigeons, rabbits, pea
cocks, mastiffs, and beehives, the pres
ervation and increase we recommend 
unto you ... " 

Early records show that by 1648 
honey had become an important farm 
product in Virginia, a well established 
cottage industry at Jamestown Colony. 
There were wild colonies as well, pro
viding honey and wax for the settlers. A 
London publication dated 1649 "A Per
fect Description Of Virginia" wrote: 
"For bees there is in the country which 
thrive and prosper very well there ... a 
planter had a store of them, he made 
thirty pounds a year profit of them . . . 
he makes excellent good metheglin, a 
pleasant and strong drink, anditserves 
him and his family for good liquor. If 
men would endeavor to increase this 
kind of creature, there would be here; in 
a short time abundance of wax and 
honey, for there is all the country over, 
delicate food for bees ... " 

Another r eport from the colony of 
Virginia dated 1649 reports "They have 
store of bees in their woods, make 
plenty of honey and wax, and also tame 
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Southeast 
Exposure 

bees in hives about their Houses." 
The famous Peter Force Tracts on 

Virginia listed honey as bringing 2 
shillings a gallon and wax four shillings 
plus a hundred pounds in 1650. As early 
as 1666 old records of wills included 
beehives and bee products as property 
to be passed on. 

York County, Virginia, records 
gives this fascinating insight into the 
role of bees in the colonial period, in 
Wills, Inventories. 

lnventoryofRobertDowsing, May, 
1 737, "2 potts and honey .. . " Inventory 
ofCapt.Daniel Taylor,Dec.15,1712, "A 
small parcel of bees wax . .. "Inventory 
of George Wells, May, 1 754, "1 cake of 
bees wax ... " 

An estate listed in 1749 included 
twenty-one sheep and nine bee hives, 
another listed in 1 767 in Virginia in
cluded 5 gallons of honey. 

Between October 25, 1 763, and 
October 25, 1 764, from the upper dis
trict of the James River, a record notes 
beeswax exports of ... 11 hd and 766 wt. 
which we cannot interpret. A year later 
from 1765 to 1766 2000 wt. of beeswax 
left via ship from the same region. 

The Virginia Gazette Index of 
March 10, 1768, credited Stephanus 
Hunt in West Chester County with "the 
greatest number of beehives kept over 
last season, 22 . .. " 

Thomas Jefferson wrote "The 
honey bee is not a native of our conti-
nent ... the one we have . .. resembles 
perfectly that of Europe .. . 

"The Indians concur with us in the 
tradition that it was brought from 
Europe ... The Indians therefore call 
them the white man's fly, and consider 
their approach as indicating the ap
proach of the settlements of whites." 

Whether or not woven straw skeps 
were used is not too clear but seems 
likely for a time, at least. Skeps of straw 
were the most widely used in England 
at the time of settlement, so it is likely 
they were sent over, and copied by the 
colonists. 

ARNOLD and CONNIE KROCHMAL 

An engraving by Paul Revere done 
in 1 772 for a Masonic meeting shows a 
straw beehive. In 1 779 a wooden bee
hive was shown on some U.S. currency. 

Over a period of time tree trunk 
hives became widely used throughout 
the south, and were common into the 
1900's. Perhaps this use came from the 
settlers noting the wild colonies in the 
woods, and adapting their use of a hol
low tree trunk. We can only guess that 
wooden hives came in much later in the 
late 1700's and 1800's. 

Honey bees reached Tennessee 
and Kentucky by the mid to late 1 700's. 
By 1850 Tennessee's census figures 
indicated production of close to 1 mil
lion pounds of honey and wax. By the 
early 1800's honey bees were well es
tablished in Arkansas, Louisiana, and 
Texas.6 

We are much in debt to the Colonial 
Williamsburg Foundation, and Susan 
Bruno who made their records and informa• 
tion available to us. The Sterling Memorial 
Library at Yale University and the Atlanta 
Historical Societ1 Center were also kind in 
providing help m searching for informa• 
tion.ti. 
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Porcelain By Patricia Plate 
'The Swarm' - Limited Edition. 
Only a few remain. 

CAT. NO. K6 

POSTPAID 
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A Beekeeper·s Christn 
Books To Learn From And Enjoy! 

ABC and XYZ of Bee Culture (XS) 
11::::1..E reference book (426 pg) ..... $15. 79 

BEEKEEPERS HANDBOOK (X76) 
Sammataro/ Avitabile. 
The beginners bible (148 pg) ...... $20.95 

THE QUEEN & I (X26) 
Ed Weiss. Author, actor 
and beekeeper (204 pg) ............. $10.68 

MAKING MEAD (X34) 
Roger Morse. 
Honey magic (125 pg) ..... ............ $11. 95 

NEW COMB HONEY BOOK (X62) 
Richard Taylor. How-to 
from the expert (109 pg) ................. $7.49 

All Books and Tapes Sent Postpaid 

Visa • MasterCard • DiscoverCard 
Accepted 

BREEDING SUPER BEES (X4) 
Steve Taber. 
The new standard ( 17 4 pg) .. .. .. . .. $16.59 

BREEDING THE HONEY BEE (X32) 
Brother Adam. 
Englands best (118 pg) ................ $20.95 

BEEKEEPING AT BUCKFAST ABBEY 
(X31) Brother Adam. More of 
Eng lands best ( 122 pg) .. . . . . .. .. . .. .. . $16. 95 

EYEWITNESS ACCOUNT (Xl) 
A I. Root. An American pioneer 
tells his story (164 pg) ...................... $3.69 

INTRODUCTION TO BEEKEEPING 
VIDEO (X204V) 
Ed Weiss. 
How-to on tape! (56 min.) ............ $61. 95 

Visit Your Nearest Root Dealer 

OR CALL 1-800-BUY-ROOT 
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Limited Edition Print 
'August Yard'. The original print used on the August 
cover of Bee Culture. Only a VERY few left. Signed 
and numbered by the artist. Already a collectors item! 

The perfect print for office, 
den or living room. Reserve yours today! 
Measures 15" w. x 19" t. 

CAT. NO. XSI 

POSTPAID 

105 Wish List from Root 
Just Released! Taylor Made _ 

The Best of' Bee Talk 
by Richard Taylor 

Ta ken from nearly 20 
years of 'Bee Talk' -the 
most popular column in 
Bee Culture! 164 pages, 
hard cover. 

The fine art of beekeep
ing, and much more of 
life's happenings exam
ined and explained. 

$ 
CAT. NO. X45 

99 
POSTPAID 

\ ::t: ~,• ~ 
THE BEST OF 

BEE TALK 

by Rich~rd Taylor 

Don't Forget The Classics From Root Publishing ... 
HONEY PLANTS MANUAL (X43) 
Larry Goltz. 
Major/Minor honey plants ............. $2.99 

500 ANSWERS (Xl 1) 
Everything you need to know ..... .. $1. 99 

THE NEW 
STARTING RIGHT WITH BEES (X84) 
All new this year. 
The best there is for the price. . . . . .. . $ 7. 99 



V.rroa specialists in Europe tell me 
that varroa is probably present in all 
beekeeping states in the U. S. Many 
beekeepers in Europe ignored similar 
warnings and lost their colonies be
cause of it. Apparently what happens is 
that more and more mites develop in a 
colony, continuously feeding until their 
population reaches a critical point. 
Then, secondary organisms invade the 
adult bees, such as bacteria, viruses 
and others, and the colony dies. All 
experts agree though in saying not to 
chemically treat for varroa, unless 
their population has reached a level 
affecting the performance ofadult bees. 

Plan now to survey your bee colo
nies. This article explains two survey 
methods that are cheap and easy. 

The first technique we'll talk about 
should be done during the spring or 
early summer, when the bees are rais
ing lots of drones. Obviously this 
method involves uncapping drone 
brood, removing the pupae and examin
ing for mites. If you have a small num
ber of colonies, say ten or less, examine. 
them all. If you have fifty or less, exam
ine at least half of them. A hundred or 
more? Examine at least 30% of the colo
nies in each bee yard. 

Remember, jf you have mites at a 
very low infestation level you won't find 
them unless you look at a hundred 
drones in each colony. However, if your 
infestation started several years ago 
and you have a high infestation level 
you only need to examine five to ten 
drones. You'll know by then. 

Obviously, to do this you have to 
have brood to examine. Be sure there 
are several patches of drone comb the 
queen bas access to. For me that's no 
trouble, because I don't use foundation 
on my bees. I let them build their own 
comb in frames I provide. This results 
in very few combs with solid worker 
cells. I don't recommend this procedure 
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Varroa 
Adventures 

STEVE TABER of Honey Bee Genetics 

P. 0. Box 1672 • Vacaville, CA 95688 

"The search for this viscious vandal . .. " 

' \ 

An adapted bottom board, tray pulled out for viewing. 

to everyone, but to queen breeders who 
need lots of drones anyway, it's excel
lent. 

If you use plastic combs now, do the 
following: insert an empty frame in the 
hive and let the bees build their own 
comb. Usually this will be solid drone 
cells. Place it in the brood nest when 
finished. If you have been culling "bad" 
combs from your hive, and now have 
few drone cells in your colonies take a 
knife and cut some holes in select 
combs, each about 25 sq. in. and keep 
these in the brood nest. 

For those of us in the path of the 
northward migration of the Africanized 
bees, raising many more drones in our 
hives will help dilute African genes. 
Actually, I would suggest that border 
area beekeepers, those in Texas, Ari
zona and California, should keep 10 -
20% of their brood-area combs as drone 

comb. Left to themselves bees rarely 
build more than 10% drone cells. Rais
ing this many drones does not seem to 
reduce honey production. 

T be second technique for varroa ex
amination is passive, but you have to 
rebuild your bottom boards. I suggest 
you place these bottom boards under 5 
-10% of your hives. They are made so 
that a piece of screen is held about 1/4" 
off the bottom to prevent the bees from 
removing the debris that falls from the 
cluster. The part covered with screen 
slides out, either rear, (illustrated by 
photos), front or side. 

There is rather high mite mortality 
during the winter months so these mite 
observation bottom boards should be in 
place in the fall, with the examination 
during early spring. You can examine 
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these boards without any special equip
ment, simply looking for small, brown, 
regular-shaped round or oval objects, 
about 1/8" across. After examination, 
dump the trash out and replace the 
screen. 

Attending two of my courses this 
past July were students from Trinidad 
and Jordan, countries infested with 
varroa, and both use these methods for 
mite survey. In a recent letter from a 
veteran varroa fighter, Dr. Friedel 
Ruttner, he wrote "These last two 
months (May, June 1988) I had quite an 
experience. The varroa situation is 
developing to a real catastrophe in this 
country, (Austria) there are ideologists 
who claimed they can get along with 
sugar syrup and formic acid alone, and 
more than 100,000 colonies died during 
last autumn and winter. Now I couldn't 

stand this stupidity any longer and I 
decided to start a new battle inspite of 
my age, using all channels possible ... " 

Of course the ultimate solution is 
genetics and breeding, first reported by 
Dr. Robin Moritz in Germany. He re
ported bees from Sou th Africa are resis
tant to varroa because of a faster rate of 
brood development. We could breed for 
this trait in our bees here, or faster ifwe 
could import already resistant bees. 
Why do we still maintain all the laws, 
rules and regulations against import
ing new bee stock to this country? All 
the reasons those laws were enacted for 
no longer exist. 

But in the meantime, look at your 
bees for varroa and don't treat them 
with a chemical until you absolutely 
have to, which translates to, look for 
varroa in your bees now.A 

Tray wmpletely removed with screen 
pulled back showing debris on bottom. -,,--_, ........... --.---------= 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 
IN STOCK AND READY FOR IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT: 

24 Hour 
Shipping 

Nationwide! 

F. 0 . B. Lebanon, TN 

V CHECK THESE PRICES 
Junior Bench 2-frame Extractor ............... $141.50 
Ranger Radial Hand 6-frame Extractor .. ...... . 
Ranger Radial Power 6-lrame Extractor ....... . 
6-12 frame Radial Extractor ................. . 
Plastic Uncapping Tub ...................... . 
Master Electric Uncapping Knife .............. . 
175 lb. Storaae Tank w/Stainless Steel Lid ..... . 
Strainer Clolh ............................. . 

265.40 
389.90 
585.80 

61.80 
43.90 
99.30 
3.50 

CALL OR 
WRITE FOR 
NEW 1988 

CATALOG! 

AMERICAN BEE SUPPLY 
1 (615) 444-7903 or 1-800-BEE-STUF • P. 0. Box 555 • Lebanon, TN 37088 
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Fill Your Own Bee Pollen Capsules! 

Cap•M•Quik 

is the most reliable and easiest to use capsule 
filler on the market. This gadget is designed 
for either 00 or O capsules. tt is made of FDA 

approved sturdy plastic and fills 50 capsules in 
minutes. It can be used for herbs, powders, 

vitamins or minerals. 
Capsule filler $9.95 + $2 shipping. 1000 Bulk 

'00' Capsules - $10.00 + $2 shipping 
Star Products 

511 Simpson Ranch Road 
Berry Creek, CA 95916 

-- A great gift idea! --

SWISS HONEY SOAPS 
An exquisitely-molded honey soap 
made by beekeepers in the Swiss 
Alps. Choose Beeswax, Honey. 
Propolis, or Royal Jelly. 3-bar gift 
box $11.95, plus $1.50 shipping. 
Wholesale inquiries welcome. 

, :/Jl'Ntl'/41:/li•r 800/327-2324 
F IN E I MP ORTED COS METIC S 
BAUDELAIRE INC FOREST ROAD MARLOW NH 03456 

,,---------~ f Chrysler's Electric Welded \ 
All-Steel Queen Excluder 

Theooly 
worthwhlle 
Oll!en 
Excluder 
on the market! 
- accurate spacing 
- allows maxtmum bee passage 
- better ventilation 
- more honey production 
- no wood I ro burr combs 
- no sharp edges 
- made so durable that It is permanently queen 

excluding and will last a lifetime. We 
manufacture a full line of Bee Supplies. 
Mostly duty-free. Write for pnces. 

W. A. Chrysler & Sons 
595 Bloomfield Rd. 

Chathan, Ontario, Canada N7M 5J5 
\ Phone: (519) 352-0486 , 
, _________ _ 
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DO-IT-YOURSELF 

Moving Bees 
BRUCE BURNEY 

The hive carrier, as shown in the Feb. 1987 issue of Bee 
Culture, in the article on moving bees prompts me to offer a 
diagram of the one I use. This carrier requires neither metal 
bending nor welding, two items which, for the backlotter or 
hobbyist, would usually require a trip to a welding shop. The 
basic tools needed are only a wood saw, an electric drill, a 1/ 
4" drill bit, and perhaps a hacksaw. It is my adaptation of a 
carrier shown in Bee Culture sometime before 1981. That 
carrier was also made of metal and also required heating and 
bending. 

My carrier is fashioned ofl" x 4" pine or fir. The bolt-on 
handles and 4" corner braces are readily available at any 
home supply center or hardware store. Assembly is done with 
1/4" carriage bolts with the heads on the inside toward the 
hive. I used 2" length for the wood cross pieces and 1-1/2" 
length for the handles and corner braces. If you don't like the 
1/4" or so of the bolt that protrudes after tightening the nuts, 
just cut it off with the hacksaw. It is also best to use oversize 
"fender" washers under the nuts. 

Positioning of bar 'A' at 1 7" makes the carrier useable for 
any hive combination, from a deep and a 6-5/8" super on up. 
The position of bar 'B' at 23" allows easy carrying for most 
persons. Holding the handle with arms fully extended down-

Books • Slides• Video • Workshops 

The Beekeeper's Garden 
New - Hooper and Taylor • $20.95 postpaid 

The Varroa Handbook 
New - Mobus and Connor • $10.95 postpaid 

Bees and Beekeeping 
New - by Irmgard Diemer • $19.95 postpaid 

Checks, Purchase Orders, VISA and MasterCard Accepted 

BES •Wicwas Press P.O. Box 817 
Catalog on request 203 271-0155 Cheshire, CT 06410 
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ward, the bottom of the hive should be 6 to 8 inches off the 
ground. The handle could be mounted on bar 'A', eliminating 
bar 'B' altogether. However, that might make for a top heavy 
situation when carrying a hive with a couple supers ofhoney 
on top. My wife and I have never had any problem with top 
heavy hives with the handle as shown. 

A rope or nylon strapping, or something similar, must be 
fastened tightly around the hive and carrier somewhere 
below the handles, preferably just above the entrance open
ing. The carrier height of 38 inches makes for good stability, 
and allows for an extra rope to be tied around when carrying 
anything higher than 3 deeps. 

If you use telescoping covers, you will have to remove 
them, but that poses no problem. With the usual precautions 
of stapling, taping, and screening, whkh have been amply 
addressed by others in numerous articles, you should have a 
safe move. 

Just don't stub your toe.6 
Bruce Burney moves bees into, and out of, Applegate, CA. 
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DO-IT-YOURSELF SECTION 

A New Slatted Rack 
My first slatted rack was the type that sits on top of a 

standard bottom board. I got it from a local Root dealer, and 
it is still in use today. 

DONALD COX 

Although this is not a high-tech experiment, my results 
over several years using slatted racks in general (and these 
in particular) have convinced me that this piece of equipment 
is beneficial to my bees - and thus to me. 

The rack is left as a part of the hive the year round. An 
experiment was set up, using the colony with the rack and 
another colony with a standard bottom board. These were set 
side by side on an H-frame hive stand. The two colonies were 
equalized for strength and requeened. I supered and treated 
them both alike that first year. At the first inspection the next 
spring, the colony with the rack had two frames more bees, 
and a greater amount of brood than the colony with the 
standard bottom board. 

I then decided to set up three more colonies with rack 
bottoms. This second generation ofracks were made up using 
l"x3" (3/4" x 2-1/2' actual) side rails. Two support bars 
lengthwise of the bottom were used to support the slats. 
(Illustrated and described in the August, 1984 issue of Bee 
Culture, page 455.) Again these colonies were set side by side 
with colonies using standard bottoms. All the colonies were 
treated alike at each visit to the yard. Having stronger 
colonies each spring was noticible. However, the rack was 
difficult to clean, due to the slats being permanently set. 

To overcome the cleaning problem, a third generation of 
racks were made. The slats of 1/8" Masonite are nailed to 
three horizontal support bars. These act as ladders for the 
bees to climb up into the brood chamber. The entrance cleat 
with a 3/8" high opening is nailed to the support bars. 

The hinges consist of two nails driven through the side 
rails and into the entrance cleat. The figure shows the rack 
hinged open for cleaning. Also note that the bottom board is 
made longer than standard, which provides additional land
ing area for the bees.6 Slatted rack #3, open and closed. 

Donald Cox is a beekeeper and a builder from Lima, OH. 

ITALIAN QUEENS & 
PACKAGE BEES 

PLANTATION BEE CO. 
P.O. Box 777 • BAXLEY, GA 31513 

(912) 367-2984 

BEAR SQUEEZES!!! 

• Eddy Bears rM - 30 oz. 
Granny Bears™ -24 oz. 
Honeysucker™ $7.00 a 

box postpaid 

Samples & Price Sheet - $3.00 
MasterCard and Visa 

BROFF'S HONEY PRODUCTS 
106 Forest St. • Dept. G 

Middleton, MA 01949 • (617) 774-3035 

November 1988 

HONEVSTIXTM 
SALES KIT 

Send us $15.00 and we'll send you. post paid, the Honeystix"" 
Sales Kit. The kit comes complete with over 200 sweet clover 

Honeyslix11
•
1

• two popular display units (ready to take orders), and an 
in-depth sales manual filled with new ideas for retailing to wholesaling. 

Delight your customers with this revolutionary concept in honey 
packaging. and give your honey the credit it deserves! 

FREE SAMPLES and Price Sheet also available. 

NATURES KICK • 1443-45th Ave. NE • Salem. OR 97301 

(503) 581-5805 • YOUR HONEYSTIX HEADQUARTERS , (503) 581 -5805 
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f. Need Christmas Cards This Season? j 
f Try our Beekeeping Motif Cards for Friends and Family This Year! J_ 

FUMIDIL-8 
Terra-Brood '" Mix 
TM-soo · Certan·,· 

Terramycin · Soluble Powder 
N-Butyric Anhydride Drums 

Contact your local dealer or call J ---------- ~ 
• :::::::: ::: Each box contains 24 Cards and 24 Envelopes .f. 

1-800-547-1392 •• • MID-CON 
9825 Widmer. Lenexa . KS 66215 

Visa/ MasterCard 

) The A. I. Root Co., P.O. 706, Medina OH 44258 or CALL 1-800-BUY-ROOT ! 
·4·4·4·4·4·4·4·~" ..... 4.4·4·4·4•4"¥ 

CAPTURE SWARMS 
with PROVEN! 

PHEROMONE LURE 
TRAPS 
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• GEORGIA PRIDE® PECANS • GEORGIA PRIDE® PECANS • 

TRY THIS HONEY PECAN PIE ... 
3 eggs 
1 cup honey 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

1 /4 teaspoon salt 
1 cup coarsely chopped pecans 
1 unbaked pie shell, chilled 

1 teaspoon melted butter, cooled 
Beat eggs until foamy, continue beating while adding honey in fine stream. 
Beat in vanilla, butter, salt, add pecans and pour into shell. 
Bake in 400° oven for 1 0 minutes, reduce to 300° and bake for 20 minutes, 
reduce to 250° for 10 minutes or until filling is firm. 

From 1983 American Honey Queen Recipes 

MAKE THIS HONEY PECAN PIE EVEN BETTER WITH 
YOUR HONEY AND OUR PECANS - -

10 pounds of Georgia Pride® 
Fresh Cracked Pecans for only 

included 

~MAN 

~ARIES, INC. cy 2 5 
1 
Q 0 postage 

P. 0. Box 905 • Moultrie, GA 31768 • (912) 985-7200 

• GEORGIA PRIDE® PECANS • GEORGIA PRIDE® PECANS • 

Capture valuable swarms to increase 
your apiary with Scentry'§ swarm . 
traps. We also have tr~ll'lo. i.J~ . 
for capture and destnic(l6n 9f . '.'. 
Africanized bees, .. •. • :'$; . - • 

. >: ; ·:~•·_.j~;~;=-/ 

~:~~~i~~t~ a~,sj~;\/.t_f.~;,ttt 
portable; ~h9se\·· . . :>~>- ... ~~-f~-'~~-.:~:.t~,~l 
traps may be •:, • '·-'·,<:0~-~ '.;~','.i..~~"J'.,.:.·,;.;-\: 
nal.led or w' ··1""'d . ',.,. ~'~\ifr,,.,._W::-.:._;$,,'ii!/.:3 

IC' ' •,· :\' •,1,f•~ ~t> -.,•••- ~ ~'"¥.1 
~~r\~i~fa~;'. :':{ -~ /~J,0~i-'¾ 
Economical (Approx .•• -· - '.Y 

Reusable 31 Iller ca~'.•Y) ·.~ .. ,:'},':. 

Pheromone lures last the (kilt· se11s9n!.. -;:,:' 
Traps resist weathering anq iri_trusioY'I. ·,', 
of other insects, and can be u~ for . ' 
several seasons. • • '.(;:·:\,. • ... 

------_. ~;::.I~/:\·;_ 
SWARMS WHERE YOU WANT TijEl,1 : 

CAPTURED! •• 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL OR WRITE: 

SCENTRY1Nc. 
P.O. Box 426, Dept. CBG 
Buckeye, Arizona 85326 

(602) 233-1772 Telex: 6711494 SI 

U.S. Pa1, No. 4,481,687 CANADA Pa1, No. l.218.563 

TRADE POLLEN FOR 
TRAPS 

Buy Traps and Pay with 
Future Bee Pollen - $3.50 lb. 

NO INTEREST 
100 or more only 

THE CC POLLEN COMPANY 
6900 E. Camelback Road. Scottsdale, AZ 85251 

602-947-8011 

A BETTER 

BETTER WAY 
WAX ffiEL TER 

Faster (Fan in Lid) 
Built- in tank, 

Honey & Wax Separator 
Cappings' Honey Separator 

Cappings' tv\elter 
Jar & Pail Liquifier (Plastic or glass) 

Sterilizer 
Recycles Dark Comb Frames 

(retrieves ai'I the wax) 
116-11th St. SE Altoona, Iowa 5<XX)9 

515-967-4952 

GLEANINGSINBEECULTURE 



DO-IT-YOURSELF SECTION 

The Cover Board 
DEMOREST HOWARD 

Would you be interested in an inexpensive device 
which can: 
A. Insure your bees have sufficient storage space even 

if you are not present to add supers. 
B. Insure that your combs will be thoroughly cleaned 

and dried without exposing them to strange bees. 
C. Eliminate wax worms in stored extracting supers. 
D. Provide convenient super storage. 

Sound too good to be true? After using just such a 
device in Arizona for something more than two full sea
sons, I can attest to its effectiveness. 

I was introduced to the cover board through an 
article by Robert Skilling, Extracting and Supering in 
One Operation, which appeared in the July 1985 Bee 
Culture. For those who may not have access to the 
article, I will describe how I made cover boards by 
modifying standard production inner covers. 

First, the oval hole, if there is one, must be covered. 
Then, six, 1/2" holes should be drilled along each of the 
longer sides of the inner cover, as close to the rim as 
possible (12 holes total). 

Guided by Skilling's diagram, I drilled the first hole 
approximately l" in from the short side of the rim, the 
next hole 3" from the first, then 3-1/4" spacing ofremain
ing holes. Precise placement of these holds is not impor
tant. 

A cover board and a queen excluder are quite simi
lar. The holes in the cover board provide the workers 
with access to the storage supers while the solid center 
blocks the queen's upward movement. They differ in that 
the cover board remains on the hive all year long. Iffor 
some inexplicable reason the workers should all move 
above the board, the queen can accompany them. 

Late in the fall of '85, I placed supers of wet, ex
tracted combs over cover boards on two hives. The bees 
cleaned all traces ofhoneyremainingin the combs. More 
important, though no chemicals were used, I experi
enced no problems with wax worms. Bees could be heard 
patrolling the empty supers throughout the mild Ari
zona winter. Wax worms cannot survive when bees have 
access to the supers. 

The hives with cover boards produced considerably 
more honey during the '86 season than my other hives. 
I learned there are very early blooming flowers of which 
I had not been aware until I started using cover boards. 
I am convinced the increase in production can be attrib
uted to the bees having had access to empty supers when 
I had assumed no nectar was available. 

Mesquite is my primary source,of nectar. Its bloom 
is profuse, but of short duration. Alfalfa, once a primary 
source ofhoney, is nearly non-existent due to the almost 
prohibitive cost of irrigation. Those few growers still in 
business prefer to cut their crop before it blooms. How
ever, if there is any delay in harvesting the alfalfa, bees 
will store nectar if they have empty super space. A Jot of 
potential honey may be lost because supers are not on 
the hives when an unexpected nectar source is present. 

After removing my supers for extracting at the end 
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of the '86 season, I put cover boards on several additional 
hives before replacing the supers. I placed varying 
numbers of supers on each hive, ranging from three to 
six. I believed six empty supers on a hive was not 
practical in this area because it would provide too much 
empty super space for the bees. I did this only to deter
mine if the bees could keep that many empty combs free 
of wax worms.Not only did the combs remain wax worm 
free, all six supers were filled and capped when I took 
them off for extracting the following year. 

As employed l>y Skilling, the cover board r emains 
over the combination brood and food chamber through
out the year. I found this to work well; but I will go into 
detail ofa method I prefer, though it does require a Ii ttle 
more effort. I have used the same system with queen 
excluders. 

To help you more fully understand this technique, 
here are some definitions. 

Hive body refers to a 9-5/8'' super. When I mention 
super, I am referring to the 6-5/8" variety. However, 
whatever equipment you may already have should be 
adequate. 

Several of my hives have a super on the bottom with 
a hive body on top, which together serves as a brood 
chamber. These are topped by another super used as a 
food chamber. I also have hives made up of three supers 
for a brood chamber with a fourth on top as a food 
chamber. 

In the spring I sort through the combs and re
arrange them in the supers. First, I place all the empty 
combs and the queen in the bottom super, then I.set on 
the hive body or two other supers, then the cover board, 
and finally the top super which contains sealed or about 
to be sealed brood. Of course, the empty storage supers 
are stacked on top of all. 

This manipulation is not to entice the bees to move 
above the cover board, which is sometimes necessary. I 
do this for my own peace of mind, knowing the bees will 
have at least one completely full super of honey for the 
following winter in addition to what they may have 
stored in the brood chamber. 

In my location, typical winter daytime tempera
tures are mild; but the nights are freezing. Bees consume 
large quantities of stores in their fruitless search for 
winter forage. To preclude springfeeding,itis necessary 
to leave the bees sufficient stores to survive the colder 
months and to build up rapidly when warm weather 
returns. 

When itis time to harvest, place the food chamber 
super below the cover board before returning the wet 
combs to the hive. 

Many beekeepers using queen excl uders wa¼tfor the 
food chamber to be filled, then they remove the excl ufter. 
In theory, the honey in the food chamber discourages the 
queen from moving up into the supers used for surplus 
honey. Over the years I have had mixed results doing 
this; however, if you prefer this method, then the cover 
board may be similarly removed when the food chamber 
is filled and it need not be placed back on the hive until 
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DO-IT-YOURSELF SECTION 
the wet supers are returned following 
harvest. 

The cover board may be added any 
time during the year except the dead of 
winter. However, regardless of what 
manipulations may have been done 
during the warmer months, the cover 
board should be above the food chamber 
and under the extracted supers in the 
autumn. 

Are there problems? Well, is any
thing perfect? 

Probably the most serious problem 
results from the very simplicity of the 
system. It is all too easy to avoid peri
odic inspections of the brood nest. Be
cause the cover board can be left in 
place year after year, the only thing a 
lackadaisical beekeeper needs to do is 
harvest the surplus and replace the 
extracted supers once a year. 

The bees have access to the supers 
where surplus honey will be stored at 
all times. Springtime medication must 

be applied very early - weeks before 
the medication instructions imply -
just to insure sufficient time elapses 
between the end of medication and the 
onset of an unexpected honey flow. 

The beekeeper must estimate how 
much honey will be stored during the 
season. Too many supers and the bees 
may be given excessive super space and 
they will not fill and cap each super. 
Instead, there may be partially filled 
combs throughout the stack. 

High winds are normal in my area 
during the latter part of winter and into 
the spring. Without some sort of wind
break, a hive stacked with empty su
pers is vulnerable to being blown over. 
I find it necessary to prop my unpro
tected hives. 

I have not thrown away my queen 
excluders. For surplus honey I prefer to 
use only combs that have never been 
used for brood rearing. I have always 
produced the best combs by placing 

supers with foundation above a queen 
excluder directly over the brood nest. 
On one hive, I put a super ofbare plastic 
frame/foundation above a cover board 
to determine if the bees would draw it 
out. They made no effort whatsoever, 
preferring to clog the brood nest with 
honey until I added supers of drawn 
comb. 

Summer afternoon temperatures 
in excess of 100°F are common in my 
area. I had expected some problems 
cooling the hives, but this never oc
curred. In fact, I have experienced little 
clustering-out since I started using 
slatted racks several years ago. 

The cover board should be of par
ticular value to those beekeepers who 
are uriable to check their bees regu
larly, those who wish to produce honey 
without the use of chemicals, and to 
those with limited storage facilities.A 

Demorest Howard keeps his bees cov
ered in McNeal, AZ. 

Weigh, Lift & Move 
Knowing the weight of a hive can be an additional 

instrument for the management of an apiary. For instance, 
if you begin to operate an apiary in the fall, it is important 
that a colony has sufficient food and to know whether it is 
properly distributed. The upper super should contain the 
main food storage. To answer these questions, I weigh each 
super using my device as follows. 

First I weigh the upper super (Fig. 1) then both supers 
(Fig 2). If the first reading is 24 kg. and the second 40 kg., the 
lower super is 40 - 24 = 16 kg. 

If we allow that an empty supet with drawn combs 
weighs 8 kg., the quantity of honey and pollen in the lower 
super will be 16-8 = 8kg. Similarly,in the upper super there 
will be 24 - 8 = 16 kg. 

In summary, the entire hive will contain 8 + 16 = 24 kg. 
honey and pollen. In my experience, this is the minimum food 
required for safe wintering. 

During the winter when the bees are in a tight cluster, 
I do not advise weighing the hives. The queen or the entire 
colony could be lost. However, when the bees are flying freely 
in cleansing flights, the hives can be weighed cautiously 
(without jerking) and smoke used sparingly. 

The purpose of weighing the hive during this part of the 
year is to know how much honey they consumed since the last 
feeding in the fall. Then we can determine the average honey 
consumption per day. 

When spring arrives and the bees are flying for pollen 
and nectar, weigh them again to find out how much food was 
consumed. If some hives are light, there is a shortage offood. 
Therefore, these colonies should be fed with medicated syrup 
and pollen substitute. 
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Figure 1. Weighing upper super only. 
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the end of honey flow. With this device we can weigh each 
super separately (Fig 1). 

Spring Management 
A common procedure in spring is to clean the bottom 

board and reverse supers. I tis advisable to do this on a warm 
day when the bees are flying. To facilitate this I use my device 
as follows. 

First, I prepare the auxiliary stand beside the hive. Then 
I lift the two supers from the original stand and put them on 
the prepared auxiliary stand. Then I clean the bottom board. 
Next I talce the upper super and put it on the original bottom 
board, and on top of the super I place the second super. 
Following this the supers are reversed; that is, the upper 
super is on the bottom board the the lower is on its top. To 
finish I put the inner cover on and close the hive. 

Weighing Supers - The Method 

Figure 2. Weighing both supers. 

Without going into mathematical detail, the law of 
physics that determines the weight of an object when 
weighed in this manner is as follows: 

To achieve an accurate weight, take the weight on the 
scale when lifting the super(s) 1-1/2" only, and multiply by 3. 
For instance, when lifting one super, the scale reads 13.3 kg 
(29.3 lbs.); 13.3 kg x 3 = 39.9 kg (87.8 lbs.). 

Early May is the swarming period. By weighing the hive 
one can detect from which hive the swarm has escaped -
when the hive loses 1-1/2 to 2 kg. in weight. 

Honey Flow 
• By weighing hives we can determine the beginning and 

Ignacy Frye has been keeping bees, and improving equipment 
for nearly 60 years. Originally from Poland, he now resides, (and 
improves) in St. Catharines, Ont.aria, Canada. 
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SPRING 
DWINDLING 

V.SHAPAREW 

Introduction 
Apart from the known causes of spring dwindling, 

it appears that opening the inner cover in late winter or 
early spring contributes to spring dwindling, because of 
draft through the hive. 

Most beekeeping literature refers to spring dwin
dling as a condition in a hive where old bees are dying 
faster than new bees are produced. The remaining bees 

in the hive are unable to maintain the population under 
existing conditions in the hive and the colony perishes. 

In this article beehive$ are defined as two standard 
depth brood chambers, protected from wind with indi
vidual commercial packing cases. The apiary, where the 
observations and tests were performed, is located five 
miles north of Lake Ontario and 20 miles west of 
Toronto. 

CausesofDwindling 
We often accept the death of a col

ony in the middle of winter. It is ironic 
to see a colony struggle through the 
winter, only to die in spring. For suc
cessful wintering colonies must be 
properly prepared during the previous 
summer and fall, which includes: 
• Strong disease free hives with good 

queens 
• Abundant honey and pollen stores 
• Draft proof hives with some wind 

breaking material around the hive, 
i.e. insulation, commercial packing 
cases, building paper, etc. 

• Properly administered disease 
prevention medication 

• Apiary location sheltered from 
wind. 

Colony Strength 
Attempting to winter a weak col

ony is useless and wasteful. The colony 
is not likely to survive the win~r, while 
it will consume honey and pollen. A 
weak colony should either be united 
with another colony or it should be 
reinforced with bees late in August or 
early September. Bees can be readily 
transferred from very strong hives to 
weaker hives. Place a conical bee es
cape board on top of a weak hive, along 
with two or three honey supers with 
bees from a strong hive. Most of the bees 
passing though the escape board into 
the weak hive will remain there. Both 
hives benefit from this procedure-the 
strong by losing the excess bees and the 
weaker by gaining bees. 
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Food Reserves 
I strongly suggest leaving all 

stored honey in the brood nest. There 
are two basic reasons for this practice. 
First, the honey may contain medica
tion. Second, the bees need this honey 
to survive. My practice of fall feeding, 
which proved quite successful, is to feed 
as much sugar syrup as the bees will 
take. I remove all honey supers on or 
about Labor Day. A couple of days later 
I install hive-top feeders over the inner 
covers with the feeding hole open. Into 
each feeder pail pour about 30 lbs. of 
sugar syrup. The rate of feed intake 
varies between hives, with the first 30 
lbs. taking 3 days to a week. The second 
pail of feed goes slower, two to three 
weeks. The reason for this varying in
take is simple. When honey supers are 
removed frames in the-brood chambers 
are partially empty, which the bees 
quickly fill with sugar syrup. Many 
frames are still full of brood, and as 
brood hatches the bees fill the comb 
with syrup. This accounts for slower 
intake of the second pail. 

Some colonies with prolific queens 
will take more than three pails, because 
at the time of super removal, most of the 
frames were still full of brood. Three 
pails, or 90 lbs. of sugar syrup (2 parts 
sugar to 1 part of water by weight) may 
appear excessive, but by the time the 
moisture is reduced to about 18%, there 
will be only 71 lbs. of ripe, capped sugar 
syrup in the frames. When feeding is 
over the hive top feeders are removed 
and the feeding hole in the inner cover 

must be closed. With this much fall 
feeding, spring feeding is almost never 
needed. Spring build up is rapid and the 
only problem is swarm prevention 
management • 

Draft Proof Hives 
I keep my hives near brush, which 

acts as a wind break. Each hive is cov
ered with a commercial cardboard 
packing case for additional protection. 
Since the inner covers were installed 
immediately after honey harvesting, 
the bees have both ample time and 
warm weather to propolize the inter
face between inner cover and brood 
chamber. Should the inner cover be 
opened and the propolis seal broken 
late in fall, winter or early spring, the 
hive will be drafty. 

Disease 
Any diseases present will affect the 

colony population by accelerating the 
dwindling process. The only registered 
drug for EFB or AFB is Oxytetracycline 
Hydrochloride (Terramycin). 

One of the recommended modes of 
application is to mix the drug with icing 
sugar and apply a specified amount by 
dusting on top of the frames. Dusting 
with Terramycin in the fall requires 
removal of the inner cover every time 
the drug is administered. As a result, 
the propolis seal between the inner 
cover and brood chamber is broken and 
the hive will be drafty during the entire 
winter. 

Starting in September, 1987, I 
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successfully used an alternative 
method to administer this drug/icing 
sugar mixture three times, without 
opening the inner cover. The mixture 
was placed on a tray (Figure 1), which 
was pushed into the hive through the 
bottom entrance, on the bottom board. 
With this method the inner cover re
mains propolised to brood chamber 
during winter and spring. 

Entrance Reducer 
Some years ago I used a standard 

entrance reducer, which consists of a 
block of wood with a central cut-out 3" 
wide x 3/8" high. One winter, toward 
the end of February, we had a thaw and 
a lot of bees took advantage of warm 
weather for cleansing flights. The next 
night the temperature dropped below 
freezing. When I visited the apiary the 
next day I noticed 2 hives (out of 20) 
with clusters of dead frozen bees at the 
entrance. Each cluster was between 1/2 
lb. and one pound of bees. What hap
pened here? 

The entrances were blocked with 
dead bees and ice from inside, with a 
passage open for only one or two bees. 
The bees returning from cleansing 
flight could not get in because of small 
passages, which were blocked by slow 
moving bees. So they clustered at the 
entrance and froze to death when the 
temperature dropped. I could easily 
afford such loss ofbees in fall, but not at 
the end of winter. 

This is a new observation of bee 
loss, which contributes to spring dwin
dling. A casual observer could attribute 
these dead clusters to dysentery, but 
my hives were free of this. This incident 
prompted me to design a new entrance 
reducer, (Figure 2). The central open
ing, like conventional entrance reduc
ers, may get clogged with ice and dead 
bees, but the two side slots remain open 
for bees to pass. I have used these en
trance reducers for about six years and 
the problem, which prompted their 
design, no longer exists. 

Tr ay sides 
5/16" X 5/16" 

1/8" hardboard 

Early Inspection 
Opening the inner cover for inspec

tion early in the spring also may con
tribute to spring dwindling. 
. A couple of years ago when the 
weather was reasonably warm in April, 
I randomly removed the packing cases 
from 10, of 20, hives and opened the 
inner covers for general inspection. The 
bees covered eight to ten frames in the 
upper brood chamber. After inspection 
the inner covers and packing cases 
were reinstalled. About five weeks later 
I unpacked all 20 hives and inspected 
them. The ten hives inspected early in 
April had, on average, 14 frames with 
bees, whereas the hives not inspected 
earlier had, on average, 19 frames with 
bees.The difference was five full frames 
of bees. 

By breaking the propolis seal be
tween the inner cover and brood cham
ber, a hive became drafty. With a slight 
puff of wind the air moves through the 
hive and removes warm air. Early 

'Say "Merry Cfiristmas~ 
to your favorite beekeeper ~ 

with a copy of 'Timely Ghats' by Bill Carlile 
230 page, hard-bound book about bees and beekeeping 

$16.50 
postpaid 
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Send orders to: TIMELY CHATS 
308 South Myrtle St., Dept. G 

Glenwood, IA 51534 
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Figure 1. 
Drug I icing sugar feeding tray. 

spring inspections, where the inner 
cover is removed, changes the microcli
mate in the hive. Strong hives will more 
readily adopt to new conditions but 
medium and weak hives may lose pe
ripheral brood and begin dwindling. 

Discussion 
Dwindling may be defined as a 

continuous reduction in population 
taking place in winter and early spring. 
The dwindling process can reduce the 
population in a hive to a "point of no 
return", i.e. inability to recover under 
existing external and internal condi
tions. For example, in our area, one 
pound of bees in a hive at the end of 
March would most likely, represent a 
point of no return. Whereas, the same 
amount of bees at the end of May could 
develop into a winterable colony. 

Opening the inner cover in late 
winter or early spring serves a ques
tionable purpose. If during such exami
nation one finds a weak hive, how can 

Continued on Page 641. 
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RUHL BEE SUPPLY 
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BEAUTIFUL SOLID 
BRASS BUCKLE 

Perfect gift for the Beekeeper 
who has everything. 

Please send me 
"Angels of Agriculture" Belt Buckle(s) 

at $15.00 each. Postpaid 
Send to: 

Name ----- --
Address ----- --
City ______ _ 

State ___ Zip __ _ 

WINDSONG ENTERPRISES 
Rt. 1, Box 163 • Washington, VA 22747 

A Classic Gift! 
Beautiful handpainted honey bees on blue 
& white porcelain earrings, finished with 

24K gold edge. Please specify 
stainless steel posts or gold-plated clips. 

$19.50 postpaid to: 
BENN POTTERY 

E300 Myers Lane, G. • Shelton, WA 98584 
HANDCRAFTED JEWELRY and POTTERY 

FREE BROCHURE 
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Fall 
Specials 

Scotsman 
9 5/8 Supers 
$2.80 ea. 
Lots of 100 

Quantities Limited!! 

Imperial 9 5/8 Supers $45.00 lots of 10 
$440.00 lots of 100 

An extremely high quality super 

Select 9 1 /8 Frames $33.00 lots of 1 oo 
$310.00 lots of 1000 

The perfect heavy end bar frame 

"Quality Products that are Guaranteed" 

P.O. Box 991 Walla Walla, WA 99362 
1-800-541-8908 or (509) 529-6284 

WEAVER'S 
FAMOUS QUEENS ., 

• ALL-AMERICAN 
(Italian) 

• BUCKFAST 

WEAVER APIARIES, INC. 
RT. 1, BOX 256 

NAVASOTA, TEXAS 77868 

Phone: (409) 825-2312 
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Figure 3. Clog-proof entrance reducer. 

SHAPAREW ... Cont. from page 639 

you help? In the meantime, having broken the propolis 
and opened the inner cover, the hive becomes drafty, accel
erating the dwindling process. Even the beneficial effects 
of feeding pollen or supplement are questionable since 
feeding would increase brood production, but the draft 
through the hive would retard it. The net results, benefi
cial or otherwise, are not known. My experience indicates 
that postponing unpacking and opening the hive for in
spection until later in spring promotes spring build-up. 

In summary, colonies with upper ventilation, prop
erly prepared for winter, including strong populations free 
of disease and with adequate honey and pollen stores with 
a wind break wrapped around the hive, and not opening 
the inner cover until later in spring, will insure a success
ful winter and spring.~ 

You noticed this ad. 
So will your customers. 

Call 1-800-289-7668 
and ask for Linda 

Display Ads in 
Bee Culture work. 
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The Story of Brother Adam. of Buckfast 
Abbey. Devon. and his hfet,me s quesl for 
perfectic,n How he ·s scoured Europe. the 
Middle East and Afnca in search of genetic 
material from which to breed the world
famous Buckfast honeybee. 
Filmed in the Buckfast ap,anes. 
the German Nps and the mountains of 
Tanzania. THE MONK AND THE HONEYBEE 
combines biography and adventure with 
genetics Jnd natural history. A fasc111aling and 
educative insight into the workings or the 
beehive and the genius of one or the greatest 
beemasters the world has ever known r'." ___ ...._ __ 

90 Minute VHS cassette Satisfaction guaranteed 
$29.95 
Plus shipping 
PA Residents 
add 6% sales tax 

CALL TOU. FREE 
1-800-543-FROG 

Bullfrog Films. Oley. PA 19547 
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I 
How unpredictable are the for
tunes of a beekeeper. Things seemed so 
discouraging at the beginning of the 
season. My colonies did not seem to be 
in as good condition as I had expected, 
and some cattle had toppled most of the 
hives in one apiary. Already I was 
thinking that, even if things do not go so 
well this year, some ofmy hives ought to 
do all right and I can look forward to 
better times next year. An unseasona
bly early swarm at my home yard, 
which I tried to pretend must have 
come from some other apiary, seemed to 
be a portent of things to come. But there 
then followed, week after week, the 
greatest succession of honey flows that 
I can remember. I began harvesting 
super after super of the finest comb 
honey I have ever seen, and it went that 
way all summer, without letup. Even 
after I had, as I thought, harvested my 
crop, with only a dozen or so unfinished 
supers still on the hives, these too filled 
up in no time with honey of high qual
ity. Then I began to think that perhaps 
I might have another problem - more 
comb honey than I can sell. The harvest 
had kept me so busy that I was late 
getting my honey stand going, which 
exacerbated this new problem. But 
that, too, turned out to be no problem, 
as I foresee now that, as usual, I am not 
going to have enough to supply the 
demand. 

There is no doubt that interest in 
comb honey is increasing, at least at my 
honey stand. I would guess that three
fourths of the sales there are comb 
honey, and only about one fourth 
strained honey. It used to be just the 
other way around. I don't produce any 
strained honey,just comb honey. But I 
swap with one ofmy beekeeper friends, 
who produces mostly extracted honey. 
We trade one round section for two 
pounds of strained honey, or in other 
words, thirty sections for one five-gal
lon pail. That works out just about 
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BEE TALK 
RICHARD TAYLOR 

9374 Route 89, Trumansliurg, NY 14886 

"I raised my prices this year, and 
sales aren't reduced at all!" 

right. He gets comb honey for his cus
tomers, and I get enough bottled honey 
for the people who come to my stand 
looking for that. I raised my comb honey 
prices a bit this year, to $1.85 retail at 
my honey stand, and $135 per hundred 
for the wholesale price. This has not 
reduced sales at all, so far as I can see, 
and those prices seem fair. 

I 'm sure that I have been doing my 
bit in promoting comb honey. Nearly 
half of the people who stop at my stand 
do not know what comb honey is. They 
ask how you eat it, how you get the wax 
out, and that sort of thing. One cus
tomer asked me the other day whether 
you mix it with water! Well, they all 
know what it is by the time they leave. 
Ifl happen to be on hand I explain it to 
them. But I'm usually not there. My 
honey stand is run on the "honor sys
tem," and people make their own 

ANNOUNCING 

SWARM 
AN EDUCATIONAL BEE GAME 

For all over ten years of age. 

YOU can make a difference
HALF of net retail sales w· 
go to research/promotion 
within the bee industry. . 
• HIGH QUALITY 
• WASHABLE PLAYING SURFACE 
• WOODEN PLAYING PIECES 
• COMPLETE RULES/GLOSSARY 

• Just $13.95, plus $2.25 
'\ for shipping/handling 

(MN res. add .84~ sales tax) 

Send check or M.O. to: 
SWARM-DON JACKSON 

• Route 3, Box 81·8 
Pequot lakes, MN 56472 

change from a box that is labeled 
"HONOR BOX." They also find them
selves confronting a sign, from Holy 
Scripture, reminding them "THOU 
SHALT NOT STEAL." There are very 
few thefts, none so far this summer, and 
only two small ones last summer. 

Well anyway, for the customers I 
never see, which is most of them, there 
is a stack of neatly printed sheets, ex
plaining what comb honey is, how the 
bees put it in the container themselves, 
how good it is, and how to use it. The 
very same message is on a small label 
pasted to the back of every section. This 
printed message is my silent, unpaid 
salesman, and it has made an immense 
difference in sales. I always have a big 
stack of comb honey sections there at 
eye level. I like to have at least thirty 
there all the time. This catches people's 
attention. They pick one up, read the 
message on the back, find the same 
message on a pile of flyers stacked right 
there and, at least half the time, buy 
their very first section of comb honey. 
Many then come back. Some return to 
purchase a dozen or so, to take home to 
friends, for many of my customers are 
tourists. I also keep a pad of paper and 
pencils there, with a note inviting 
people who are interested in purchas
ing comb honey by mail to leave names 
and addresses, and I now have a large 
bundle of these, from two summers. But 
I have not gotten in touch with them, for 
I always run out of comb honey and 
have none to send them. The pad and 
pencils, incidentally, also give me an
other bonus: People leave friendly 
messages, along with the money in the 
honor box to pay for their purchases. 

The growing interest in comb 
honey, on the part of both beekeepers 
and consumers, is highly gratifying. I 
have long felt that here we have no 
competition. It is a specialty food and 
always will be, but it is also forever 
unique. With this growing interest go 
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some dangers, however. The dangers 
are that unfastidious beekeepers will 
get into comb honey production, and 
that beekeepers who are not in the right 
locations will start raising it. The result 
will be an inferior product. There is not 
much you can do with comb honey that 
is not properly finished and capped, or 
that is dark and unsightly, except try to 
sell it, and the effect of this can be 
extremely negative. Don't try to pro
duce comb honey unless you are in an 
area where you can reliably count on at 

least two very strong honey flows. You 
just cannot raise decent comb honey in 
a marginal area. Don't try it. But if you 
are in a primary area and want to pro
duce comb honey, then do it right. Use 
only very strong colonies, and do not try 
to get both comb honey and extracted 
honey from the same hives at the same 
time. Give it the attention it needs to 
get the very nicest comb honey, and 
keep whatever falls short of that off the 
general market. 

I've got to get an additional apiary 

r 

going next summer, that's clear. It is 
just painful to have people wanting to 
buy comb honey, and find that I'm all 
sold out.6 

There were many responses to my recent 
offer to send out copies of my comb honey 
message, referred to above. The offer is 
renewed. Just send me an addressed AND 
STAMPED envelope. 

Comments and questions are inuited. Send 
to 9374 Route 89, Trumansburg, NY 14886, 
and enclose a stamped addressed enuelope. 

Better Batter? 
The Food 
Chamber 

Recipes are usually quite explicit on instructions for beating 
the batter. You will see "use medium speed", "beat for 2 minutes", 
"beat until just blended". Here is where following instructions is 
really important. Beating mixes air into the batter, as well as 
merely combining the ingredients. A little bit of air makes your 
baked goods light and tender. Too much air from too much beating 
can make a dry, crumbly product that is not very pleasant to eat. 
Too much air can cause some mixtures to collapse. Muffin batter is 
supposed to have lumps. Look at the instructions carefully and 
remember that "more is not better" when mixing a batter. 6 

The Ideal Supplement 
or Substitute for Pollen 

Wheast Bee•Bread '" is a fully nutritious diet that is specially 
folTTlulated to meet the nutritional needs of honeybees. 

Published research studies show that Wheast Bee•Bread '" 
supplies the protein, vitamins, and minerals essential for 
sustaining bee populations better than any other pollen 
supplement or substitute. Wheast Bee-Bread '" may be 
used at any time of the year to maintain colony vigor, and 
encourage brood rearing. 

For a free brochure, or to place an order: 
Call Toll Free 1-800-MER-RICK (637-7425). 

In Wisconsin, call collect 608-831-3440. 
We ship anywhere in the Continental U.S. via U. P.S. 

The Dry Fat and Baby Animal Nutrition Specialists 
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UESTIONS? 

Q How far dn swarms normally 
- - travel? Is there any informa-

tion on how far they go over a 
body of water? 

Ernie Fuhr, Fort St. John, B.C. 

A 
Colonies of Africanized bees 

- - have been found on islands off 
the coast of South America at 

distances of about nine and twelve 
miles from the coast, and since circum
stances make it doubtful that they got 
there on boats, they probably arrived as 
absconding swarms. Drs. Morse, Seeley 
and Lindauer have all experimented 
with artificial swarms, and the farthest 
any of these has been known to travel 
was about three miles. Whether ex
trapolations can be made from African
ized bees or from artificial swarms to 
normal swarms not flying over water is 
of course doubtful. Most experts be
lieve, I think, that absconding swarms 
do not go very far - normally less than 
a mile, I would bet. 

Q How dn you clean queen ex-
- - cluders? 

A 
This question comes in 

- - regularly. Queen excluders 
work effectively even when 

there is considerable burr comb on 
them, but the following detailed set of 
cleaning directions is supplied by Mr. 
Bruce McCraken, of Oakton, Virginia: 

"The approach I follow is to place a deep 
or shallow super in a bakery type cake 
pan that permits me to cover the bottom 
of the pan with a quarter inch or so of 
warm water. Then on top of the super I 
place a queen excluder, smooth side up, 
from which I have carefully removed 
the bur comb with my hive tool. The 
hive tool is moved along the carefully 
spaced queen excluder wires to avoid 
any bending or damage to the excluder. 
With the smooth side of the excluder 
free ofburr comb, I use my wife's clothes 
iron to heat the excluder to the point 
that the burr comb drops into the warm 
water. While the excluder is still quite 
warm I lay a couple layers of paper 
tow ling on the excluder and iron again. 
This absorbs the hot wax on the smooth 
side of the excluder as well as cleans my 
wife's iron. Reheat the smooth side of 
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the excluder and tilt the excluder to the 
vertical so that the liquid wax on the 
bottom side of the excluder can be 
sopped up with crumpled paper tow ling 
to make an excluder look like new. Now 
back to cleaning the iron - special care 
must be taken to clean any steam ports 
on the the ironifitis a steam type. With 
sufficient heat all the propolis should 
come off on the paper; however, if any 
remains fine steel wool is an effective 
way of finishing the iron cleaning task. 

Q 
I am new to beekeeping, and 

- - myareais coveredwithMoun-
tain Laurel (Kalmia latifolia). 

I keep reading and hearing that honey 
from this source may be toxic, yet I can 
find no authoritative source to tell me 
definitely whether it is or is not. Is it? 

John M. Dent, Winchester, VA 

A 
The belief that honey from 

- - Mountain Laurel may be 
poisonous was apparently 

started in the last century by a physi
cian who said he had seen many sol
diers of the Confederate army suffer 
severe illness from eating this honey, 
and who said he had been affected by it 
in the same way. Certainly many 
people believe it to be toxic, although I 
believe that no death has been attrib
uted to it. Some beekeepers have re
ported that they have never seen a bee 
on the bloom of this plant. It is very 
common in the east and south east, and 
one would think there would be more 
reports of food poisoning from this 
source if there were any truth to the 
claim. I therefore doubt tha t it is a 
genuine problem, but I will welcome 
comment from anyone who knows. 

Q 
In the past I used creosote on 

- - the outside of my hives, but it 
has now been banned as un

safe. Can it still be purchased? If not, 
what dn you recommend? 

paul R. Maust, Gibbon Glade, PA 

A 
Creosote has been taken off 

- - the market as unsafe, so it 
cannot be purchased. An oil 

base paint cannot be improved upon. 
Latex paint tends to peel off. 

Editor's Note: There are several wood 
preservatives available that last at 
least as long, or longer than paint for 
protection. Added benefits are that you 
preserve the natural look of your equip
ment and they t end to do better in 
humid conditions. A drawback is that 
they tend to be a bit more expensive 
initially. 

Q 
One of my hives is equipped 

- - with a slotted bottom rack. 
The bees in this hive refuse to 

take syrup from the Boardman feeder, 
do not"post guards at the entrance and 
have not cleared the bottom board as 
effectively as my other colonies. Are 
these normal effects of using the slatted 
bottom rack? 

Harold Boretz, East Hampton, CT 

A 
I doubt that all, or perhaps 

- - even any, of those conditions 
result just from using the 

bottom rack. On the other hand, I be
lieve no one has ever demonstrated any 
significant advantage in using this slat
ted rack. Dr. C. C. Miller used them, 
thinking they improved hive ventila
tion, but my own experience with them 
did not convince me that they were very 
useful. 

Q 
How much additional honey 

- - does one gain by using drawn 
comb rather than new foun

dation? 
Marchall T. Slotterbach 

Sellersville, PA 

There is no exact answer to -A -this.Drawncombiscertainly 
more attractive to the bees, 

and they will fill this first, but with a 
good honey flow, foundation is drawn 
out fast and filled, especially if heavy 
foundation is used. 

Questions are welcomed. Send to Dr. Rich
ard Taylor, 9374 Route 89, Trumansburg, 
NY 14886 and enclose a stamped, self-ad
dressed envelope for prompt response. No 
telephone calls, please. 
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:. "?~ Holiday Cooking 
~,~----':. f '.~~ with Honey 

Drops of Gold 
//,_,, ,,..,.""'°" 

•X53- Natures Golden Treasure Honey 
Cookbook. Hard cover, 200 pages ...... $10.49 

•X24 - The Wonderful World of Honey. 
Soft cover, 164 pages .............................. $7.49 

•X78 - Putting It Up With Honey. 
Soft cover, 224 pages .............................. $8.99 

•X63 - Drops of Gold Honey Recipes. 
Soft cover, 20 pages ................................ $1.39 

All books shipped postpaid. 

The A. I. RO OT CO. • P. 0. Box 706 • Medina, OH 44258 
MasterCard, Visa and Discover Accepted 

1-800-BUY-ROOT 
~It, ~p 

WE PAV CASH FOR BEESWAX 

Now is the time to turn your beeswax into CASH 
to spend WHERE you want and on WHAT you want. 

We pay competitive prices. 

Call or write for current pricing: 

THE A.I. RffiT CO. 
623 West Liberty Street• P. 0. Box 706 

Medina, Ohio 44258 
0 (216) 725-6677 
0'°...6V.D"AYD.J7U'..uuo"~.&i 
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. 1988 QUEENS 
❖t> • • • 'Hastings Carni6lans 
(Remembe,, rjoney bees are t~e backbone of agriculture,) • ::f .... ciiJEENS'. •••• • ..• 12t 25~99 100 up ..• 
Beginning April 27 $7,00 $6.00 $5.50 

June 1st on $1:00 . $6.00 $5.00 • 

. . STRACHAN APIARIES, INC. 
2522.Tierfa·euenaRd. ~·Yuba City, CA 95991 • (916) 674-3881 

For Breeder Quee~s Write to: Hastings, Box ~4, Birch Hills, Sask., C_anada SOJ 060 

BEEKEEPERS 
Put your skills to work in overseas jobs in the 

PEACE CORPS 
Apiculture requests include: establishment of hives; disease and 
pest control; honey extraction, bottling and marketing techniques; 
and training for farmers and schools. An AS degree in Apiculture or 
2 years experience cou ld quali fy you. Hobbyist may qual ify. 

• Medical care 
• Paid vacation 
• Living expenses provided 
• AND $4,200 after 2 years 

US citizens only. Couples accepted. 

Call: Toll Free: (800) 424-8580 Ext 93 

or Write: PEACE CORPS 
Room P-301 , Box 732 

Washington, DC 20526 

HARDEMAN APIARIES 
P.O. Box 214 • Mt. Vernon, GA 30445 • (912) 583-2710 

Italian Bees and Queens 
"IT PAYS TO BUY QUALITY" 

Prices Effective May 20th, 1988 
1-10 .... ... . .. $3.50 11 -99 .......... $3.25 100-up ........... $3.00 

Queens are shipped postpaid airmail. • Packages are F.O.B. Mt. Vernon, GA. 
Call or write for package prices. 

All Bees Have Been Tested and Found Free of Acarine Mite and Other Diseases 

Owner: Robert Zenisek 
All Breeding Stock 
Maintained by 
Artttlclal Insemination for 
Disease Resistance, 
Honey Production 
and Gentleness. 

YEAR ROUIC> SUMMER 019COUNT 
PRICES t.,_,1£-SEJ'r.) 

1-5, St0.00 1·5, $8.00 
6·30, $8.00 6-30, $7.00 

31-99, $7.00 31 ·99, $6.00 
100+, $6.00 100+, $5.00 

5787 Midway Rd. • Dixon, CA 95620 
(916) 678-2495 

ITALIAN QUEENS 
• Fourtti Generati9'l Of Q~een B~lryg . 

HAROLD P. CURTIS HONEY CO. 
p. 0. Box 1012 ~ LaBelle·, FL 33935 

(81'3) ·575~2187 or 675-1871 ( ·•· • 

ATTRACTIVE I 
HONEY BEAR LABELS 

.. Multi•Color·• 
500 = $25.00 & 1,000 = $35.00. 

Add $3.00 for shipping and handling. 
Plus you will receive with each order 

FREE 
U.SA Granulation Labels that 

are Red, White and Bluel 
Send $1.50 for samples of all our labels. 

R. M. FARMS 28760 Van Born Rd. 
Dept. G • Westland, Michigan 48185 

Ph. (313) 722-7727 

RAISE YOUR OWN QUEENS! 
With 

JENTER and APIDEA 
queen rearing equipment 

SIL VER CITY BEE SUPPLY 
P. 0. Box 2542 • Meriden, CT 06450 

(203) 237-4920 

AUTHORIZED N. East Distributor 
Call or write for FREE information packet. 

Dealer inquiries invited. 

FRESH BEE POLLEN!! 
• COiiected in the desert regio•n •·• 

.. . of the southwest. • 
Cleaned and Consumable:.= 

•··· /t $4''.S<fper 11>} · ·• ·• 

••. P.lu~~jlipping:• 5 lb. Minim4q,. 

FIELD HONEY CO. 
(Formerly Fenn Honey Co.) 

9341 E. 39th Street. • Tucson, AZ 85730 
(602) 7 44-3782 

Menthol Crystals 

Mann Lake Supply 

Country Road 40 

HACKENSACK, MN 56452 

Phone: 1 ·800-233-6663 
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THE INNER COVER . .. From page 603 

The most common problem en
countered during an interview about a 
particular subject is when a reporter 
either 1) wanders from the subject you 
think is important; or 2) has no inten
tion of listening to your side ofa story 
because they have already formed an 
opinion, and only need your 'confirma
tion' before it gets on the air or in the 
paper. 

Both of these can be troublesome at 
best, are usually discouraging, and 
almost always damning without good 
cause. And the worst part is they can 
almost always be avoided. 

The Wanderer 
Generally, when you and a re

porter get together, you both know why. 
Either you (or your group) have issued 
a press release worthy of attention, and 
a story has been assigned along the line 
of the release; or something comes into 
a newsroom 'over-the-wire' that has a 
local connection. Either way, you and a 
representative agree to 'discuss the 
issue'. Since you have agreed, let's as
sume you are prepared, have done your 
homework on what questions will 
'probably' be asked, and how they will 
be answered. You also are dressed 
'appropriately', have a couple of good 
'one-liners' ready, and are calm, cool 
and relaxed. 

The reporter arrives, small talk is 
made, and the interview begins. For the 
sake of discussion, let's make the topic 
The crisis in fruit pollinati-On due to 
colony shortages caused by aberrant 
state quarantine policies. This is a po
tentially dangerous topic, certainly a 
political hot potato, but it's also an 
excellent chance for you to deliver facts 
and figures on the value of pollination, 
local fruit production problems, the 
good (or bad, depending on your opin
ion) laws regulating colony movement, 
and a little about varroa and all the 
other problems it may cause. This is the 
chance of a lifetime - books have been 
written about less! 

The interview begins and pro
gresses just the way you planned (yes, 
planned!). Suddenly, the reporter looks 
out the window and sees your solar wax 
melter doing its thing. "What's that?", 
he asks innocently. 

"That is a solar wax melter I use to 
melt the bits of wax I get from extract
ing burr comb and the like . I melt it and 
make candles and such", you respond. 

The reporters eyes light up at the 
thought ofreal beeswax candles, made 
from scratch, and, instead of the politi
cal hot potato you planned for, you are 
fielding questions on wax, candles, 
melting ... 

You have lost control of the inter-
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view, and all your work (and good inten
tions) are up in smoke. 

Unless ... you regain control! 
You have two options: the first is 

fairly straight forward -"Yes, candle 
making can be very interesting, and I'd 
love to show you anything you'd like as 
soon as I have everything set-up and 
running. In fact, since beeswax is such 
a beautiful material, and making hand
dipped candles is an art seldom prac
ticed anymore, perhaps I could set-up a 
demonstration for you when I'm ready, 
and you could bring a cameraman along 
to get some really beautiful footage. But 
right now it is just not possible because 
my equipment isn't ready." 

This may take a bit more convinc
ing, but if you offer a GOOD visual 
story, along with the promise of an 
exclusive, that is timed to coincide with 
something similar - you've probably 
got a deal. 

The second method is not so 
straight forward but should be seri
ously considered. It goes like this: 

"That's a solar wax melter, which I 
use to recover bits and pieces of wax. I 
need to sell this to help with the rising 
costs of beekeeping, one of which is the 
increased cost of moving bees due to the 
regulations this state (or another state) 
has put on my bees. Of course, I have to 
pass this cost on to my customers, some 
of which are the fruit growers I polli
nate." 

Read that sentence again, I'll wait. 
You have taken that reporters at

tention from an odd piece of equipment 
sitting outside your window, right back 
to the topic at hand, all in one breath -

Winter 
Packing Cases 

for Hives 
Fits over 2 deep brood 

chambers. Waxed cardboard case 
provides wind protection. 

Cut holes for upper entrance 
and staple or weigh down. 
Limited quantity available. 

Order Today! 

$195 ea. 

plus $2.18 
sh/hnd.(#2) 

t::' 

1-800-BUY-ROOT 
Visa / MasterCard / Discover 

you have not controlled the question, 
but you have redirected the answer. 
You're right back where you want to be. 

This little technique, called 'bridg
ing'in the trade, is invaluable when you 
have a wandering reporter. Don't let an 
undisciplined or unprepared reporter 
destroy your work, keep bringing them 
back to the reason they came and the 
reason you want them there. 

ATIACKED! 
There are many nightmares in the 

world of press relations, but none worse 
than a confrontation with a reporter 
who has already written the story -
who has a set of preconceived ideas, and 
refuses to change, or to even listen to 
another opinion. 

But you need to find out the re
porter's point of view first. Ideally, 
every reporter should be a blank slate, 
an impartial witness to the interview 
event. But this is seldom the case. 
Reporters, like beekeepers, are only 
human, and not completely perfect. But 
most try to be. 

Don't be afraid to ask the reporter 
a few questions. There should be some 
small talk first anyway, make good use 
of that time. Probe, ask, ask again. Find 
out, before it's too late. Because if you 
don't ... 

You have, really, three options if 
you discover your interviewer is 
slanted. First, end the interview right 
then. No ifs, and's, or hut's. Shut it 
down. Second,you record the interview. 
This puts the reporter on notice that 
you are aware of the probable problems, 
and are amply prepared. There will be 
no 'misquotes', 'miscues' or other 'out of 
context' problems. 

Finally, you can send the reporter 
to a different source. State extension 
agents, national agencies, or the like, 
are in positions ofknowledge and power 
to deal with this type of confrontation. 
Don't hesitate to pass the buck. 

Next time, You and the Media will 
conclude, with topics such as 'The other 
side of the question', 'Changing your 
mind', and finally, 'Crisis'! 

LAST CHANCE 
The decision to make ( or not make) 

the honey bee the national insect is 
almost upon us, but there are not 
enough sponsors in either the House or 
Senate. 

HJRl 71 (the House bill) has only 
63 sponsors while SJR180 (the Senate 
bill) has only seven. We need216 House 
votes and 15 more Senate votes to make 
this work. 

If you haven't contacted YOUR 
senator or representative yet, NOW IS 
THE TIME! It's a butterfly or a bee -
the choice is yours.6 
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CANDLES 
Increase your beeswax 

revenue 300% by having us 
handcraft your beeswax 
into beautiful candles. 

Four styles to choose from. 

Ham.m's Bee Farm 
3857 Milky Way Road 
Waukesha, WI 53186 

414 - 549-1965 

~'&.~,'@...~'&_'@...~'&.~'&.'&.,~'@...~ 

~ P. A. Devamel ~ 
~ Looking to buy light capping ~ 
~ beeswax, tulip poplar honey and ~ 
~ basswood honey. Any quantity. § 
§ ----- § 
~ P. A. Devamel ~ 
§ P. 0. Box 2353 i 
~ Dorual, Quebec, Canada H9J 5N4 i 
§ (514) 631-8025 § 
~ Fax: (514) 631-3467 ~ i Local 874 § 
~'&.~~'@...'&_~'@...~'&.~~~~~~'&.~ 

HARRELL & SONS 
P. 0. Box 215 • Hayneville, Alabama 36040 

Office: (205) 548-2313 

If you are interested in maximum honey production, and getting the most for 
your queen and package investment, we invite you to try and compare our 

quality and service. We think you will agree they are sec~nd to none! •• • 

Call about our Package Delivery Service. * 
(Founded by W. E. Harrell, Sr., 1920) • • 

Mail Order Anywhere - FAST ---t 
10 Years of Providing: QUALITY - SERVICE - LOW PRICES 

• Containers (By the Case or By the Trallerload) • Foundation • Woodenware • 
• Processing Equipment • Starllne and ltallan Queens • Nucs (In season) • 

Wht:if ~~:~l~i~~~;s? :::;~ij,~:~'.~~(\§;B;~~i::~i~~!:[~~lH~~~&~~fu.~~~\i'.~~;~~:\i;~~~;H.~:~iiij: 

B & B Honey Farm 
Rt. 2, Box 245 • Houston, MN 55943 

WRITE FOR 
FREE CATALOG. 

(507) 896-3955 

~-Su6scri6e 9\[0W! 
1188 
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to ... Gleanings in Bee Culture 

In January, 1989, the subscription price will increase. 
Renew your subscription NOW and beat the increase in January. 

A two year subscription NOW will save you $$$ in the years ahead. 

CJ Please Renew 

CJ New Subscription 

CJ Send Sample 

D 2 Years - $23.99 D 1 Year - $12.49 
Plus $6.00/year additional for foreign/Canada. 

Name ____________________ _ 

Address _________________ ___,.--
• 

City __________ State;__ ____ ZiP. __ _ Please check one. 

□visa Find my enclosed check, or charge to my Credit Card. Send remittance and form to: 

D MasterCard 

D Discover 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
Signature ____________ _ 

I I I I 
Credit Card 

Expiration Date 

Gleanlngs in Bee Culture 
I Subscription Department 

P. 0. Box 706 
Medina, Ohio 44258 

GLEANINGSINBEECULTURE 



NEWS • • • 

Federation Meets in Indianapolis 
The annual convention of the American Beekeeping Federa
tion is set for Jan. 20-25 in Indianapolis. The site will be the 
spanking new Westin Hotel, scheduled to open in December 
in downtown Indianapolis. 

The theme of the convention is "Pride in Our Past -
Progress in Our Future". Program topics will address all 
areas of current concern to the beekeeping industry. The 
latest in beekeeping equipment and supplies is expected to be 
on exhibit. 

The American Honey Show will give Federation mem
bers an opportunity to show off the best of their production 
from water white honey to molded beeswax. Copies of the 
1989 Honey Show rules and entry forms are available from 
the Federation office. 

Light honey, dark honey, comb honey, creamed honey
all types of honey will be displayed. The rules call for each 
entry to consist of four 1 lb. jars of honey, four comb sections, 
or a 5 lb. block of beeswax. The fee for each entry is $3.00. 
Entrants must be members of American Beekeeping Federa
tion. 

Silver trays will be presented to the first place winners 
in each of the 13 classes with the best single entry awarded 
the best of show trophy. Ribbons will be awarded for the 
second and third place winners. 

After the show, the honey will be sold at auction with the 
proceeds to benefit the American Honey Queen program. 

On the social side of the schedule, the Federation con
vention will feature the annual festivities connected with the 
crowning of the American Honey Queen and Princess. A 
special program is being planned for the ladies at the Ladies 
Auxiliary meeting. 

A convention registration packet will be mailed to all 
Federation members in early November. Anyone else need
ing information should contact the American Beekeeping 
Federation, P. 0. Box 1038, Jesup, GA 31545-1038, ph. 912-
427-8447. 

Inquiries about commercial equipment displays, adver
tisements in the convention guidebook, or the honey show 
should be directed to the Federation office as well. 

Zoecon Restructures Apiary Division 
DALLAS, TEXAS. Zoecon Corporation, a Sandoz Company 
based in Dallas, Texas announces an organizational change 
which affects the apiary business unit of the firm. 

The New Venture Group is now responsible for world
wide apiary product development and marketing. Heading 
the group will be General Manager, Frank Siciliano. Pro
moted to this new position, Siciliano has been with the 
company for eight (8) years. 

Marketing responsibilities will be handled by the 
group's Marketing Manager, Lou Buice. Previously, Buice 
was Vice President of Marketing for Professional Agricul
tural Supply, an animal health distributor in Wichita, Kan
sas. He also served as Product Manager for Zoecon's livestock 
products from 1983-1987. 

Dr. S. M. Shehata will serve as Technical Director. He 
will have responsibility for existing and new apiary product 
development activity for Zoecon. Dr. Shehata, an expert on 
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the V arroa mite and bee diseases in general, earned his Ph.D. 
in Apiculture-Entomology from the University of Guelph. He 
is transferring to Dallas from Zoecon's Canadian affiliate 
where he was Sales and Technical Support Manager. 

Zoecon's current apiary product line consists of APIS
TAN™ Strips for the detection and control ofvarroa mites 
and CERTAN, a biological insecticide, used to protect honey
comb from wax moths. 

APISTAN is available in three product forms: The 10" 
APISTAN Strip for use in the brood chamber, the 5" Package 
Strip and the Queen Tab, both used to certify bees free of the 
varroa mite for shipment purposes. All three APISTAN 
products are currently being sold in the U.S. under an 
emergency use registration granted by the E.P.A A full U.S. 
registration is expected next year. 

CERTAN has proven effective in the control of the wax 
moth, protecting the honeycomb between seasons. CERTAN 
has no effect on the honey bee or the honey. 

To obtain additional information about APISTAN or 
CERTAN, call Zoe~on toll free at 1-800-527-0512. 

Canada Close in Price Stabilization 
Canadian honey producers are close to achieving a price 
stabilization plan for their industry. 

This follows a conference involving the country's provin
cial beekeeper organizations and the federal and provincial 
governments. 

Under the plan, which producers would join voluntarily, 
beekeepers, participating provinces· and the federal govern
ment would contribute equally to the stabilization fund. 

When the market price for honey falls below a specified 
support price, farmers would receive payments from the 
fund. It is proposed the support price be based on the previous 
seven-year average market price, indexed for inflation. 

The plan has already received support from the provin
cial governments in Atlantic Canada and the four western 
provinces. It still awaits approval from the federal agricul
tural minister and the Ontario and Quebec governments. 

Honey producers will benefit substantially if the plan is 
put into effect this year. Recent prices for Canadian honey 
have been around 92 Canadian cents a kilogram. The pro
posed support level is about C$1.23 a kg. 

Targeted Export Assistance 
(TEA) Funds Approved 

The Foreign Agricultural Service of the USDAhas approved 
the National Honey Board's request for $500,000 in Targeted 
Export Assistance (TEA) funds for 1989. 

These funds are provided by the U.S. government to help 
offset adverse effects of unfair foreign trade practices on U. 
S. agricultural exports. 

The Honey Board will use the funds to develop export 
demand for U.S. produced honey in Europe, the Middle East 
and the Far East. 

"Our primary efforts will be in West Germany, Saudi 
Arabia and Japan", said Dan Hall, manager of the National 
Honey Board. 

The Honey Board's export development program will be 
launched October 1. The Board will begin by conducting 
market research, Hall said. 

In addition, the Board plans to develop multi-lingual 
promotional materials to participate in international trade 
shows and to sponsor an export sales seminar to keep the 
honey industry informed. 

"Our goal is to increase U.S. honey export sales from 3% 
to 15% of the U.S. honey production", Hall explained. "We 
will develop a market for premium U.S. honey and honey 
products in select countries." 
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W .A.S. 1988 Spectacular 
The 1988 W.A.S. confer~nce was Spectacular. President Dan 
Mayer, Program Chair Wayne Robinson, and the program 
committee did an excellent job of finding good speakers and 
planning exciting social events. Even the weather cooper
ated, with cool nights and bright, sunny afternoons. 

We were also fortunate to have presentations by Dr. 
Charles Milne, who just filled the endowed chair in apicul
tureat Washington State University, andMs. Elba Quintero, 
Project Manager of the "bee barrier" work in Mexico. Dr. 
Milne explained the potential for protecting bees from pesti
cides or diseases by inserting into their genomes genetic 
messages for the production of special proteins. The proteins 
can denature pesticides or prevent growth of microorgan
isms. 

According to Elba Quintero, Africanized Honey Bees 
(AHB) are soon to arrive in the U. S . Elba described what has 
been done up to this time in Mexico. An "Operational Unit" 
was set up on the Pacific and Gulf coasts to evaluate differ
ent approaches to slowing the movement of AHB or changing 
its genetic makeup. Much has been accomplished, but the 
bees move fast. AHB have been detected beyond the opera
tional units and, to the surprise of many, AHB swarmed into 
the mountain canyons in central Mexico and appear to be 
well on their way to Mexico City. 

Our meeting ended with a delicious banquet meal, in
cluding awards to competitive exhibitors and to our specially 
chosen recipients of the "Outstanding Service to Beekeeping 

& EVENTS • • • 

Award" - Dr. Elbert Jaycox and Mr. James Bach. 
From those of us who so thoroughly enjoyed this meet

ing, we extend a warm invitation to any and all of you who 
would like to join us next year in the suburbs of San Francisco 
for another educational experience wrapped in a highly 
social package. 

Stephen B. Bambara 
Selected as the NCSBA's 

"Extension Worker of the Year" 
Stephen Bambara was selected by the N. C. State Beekeepers 
Association as the recipient of their "Extension Worker of the 
Year" award at their summer convention in High Point, N .C. 
Mr. Bambara is the Assistant Apiculturist at N. C. State 
University where he has both extension and research respon
sibilities for the university's apiculture program. 

The NCSBA awards its "Extension Worker of the Year" 
award to that Agriculture Extension employee who has made 
a major contribution to North Carolina beekeeping at the 
local and/or state level. Based on his many contributions to 
beekeeping at the individual, county and state levels, 
Stephen was the unanimous choice for this year's award. He 
has been a major force in the development and continuation 
ofN orth Carolina's beekeeping development and the NCSBA 
expressed its appreciation by presenting him with a plaque 
at their convention. 

* INTERNATIONAL * * ARKANSAS* non-members, both in-state and out-of
state, to join us this year on December 
10-11, 1988 in Tucson, Arizona at our 
annual meeting. The meeting will be 
held at the Days Inn, downtown 
Tucson, 88 East Broadway, formerly 
called the Santa Rita Hotel. 

NEW BOOK AVAILABLE! 
New Zealand is well known as a country 
with a progressive beekeeping indus
try. Now for the first time, a bibliogra
phy makes it easy to refer to the many 
publications about beekeeping in that 
country. 

The Bibliography of New Zealand 
Apiculture is a reference book for be~
keepers, librarians, teachers, research
ers - in fact anyone who wants access 
to information about beekeeping in 
that country. 

This completely new book lists 
every significant article, book or peri
odical that relates to bees, beekeeping 
or bee pollination in New Zealand. Over 
1,350 entries cover the period from 
1842 to the end of1986, and full author 
and subject indexes are provided. 

The Bibliography is available for 
$NZ 25.00 from: A.G. Matheson, MAF, 
Private Bag, Tauranga, New Zealand. 
Send a bank draft or full credit card 
details (Visa, MasterCard, American 
Express, Diners). 

Reid, G.M.; Matheson, A.G.; Wal
ton, G.M. 1988. Bibliography of New 
Zealand Apiculture. Tauranga New 
Zealand, Ministry of Agri. and Fisher
ies, 171 pp. (ISBN 0-477-08016-2). 
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The 1989 AHP CONVENTION will 
be held at The Camelot Hotel in Little 
Rock, AR, January 10-14. An excellent 
program is scheduled (full details in the 
December Bee Culture) with an excep
tional slate of speakers and topics. Plan 
now to come southinJanuary. Formore 
information call Darrell Jester, (501) 
563-5701). 

*ARIZONA* 
The ARIZONA BEEKEEPERS AS
SOCIATION invites all members and 

A dinner party on Friday, Decem
ber 9, will be for early arriving partici
pants to honor Dr. Harry Laidlaw. It 
will start the convention and have door 
prizes. Equipment displays and out
standing Arizona hospitality through
out the rest of the meeting will spice up 
the program. 
Friday, December 9 
7:00 Dinner honoring Dr. Hany 

Laidlaw 
Saturday, December 10 
7:00 Registration 
8:00 Call to Order followed by Invoca

tion. Welcome address by Dr. 
Marshall Levin, Research Collabo
rator, USDA/ARS, Tucson, A2,,_ 
Presidents address by Dee A. 
Lusby, ABA. 

9:00 Dr. Barbara Erickson 
9:45 Paul Baker, St. Pesticide Coordi

nator 
10:30 Les Davis, Div. Director, Ag. 

Chemical and Envir. Svcs. Div. 
11:00 Pennwalt Chemical, speaker 
11:30 Panel Discussion 
12:30 Buffet Lunch 
2:00 M. Delfinado-Baker, Beneficial 

Insects Lab., Beltsville. A special 
pre-taped video taken at the 
USDA/ARS Tucson Lab during a 
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seminar with additional comments 
by Dr. Eric Erickson. 

2:45 Dr Marilyn Houck, Dept. of 
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 

3:30 Speuer t6 be announced 
4:00 Panel Di8Cllssion 
6:00 Honey Queen Auction 
7:00 Buffet Supper 
8:00 Honey Queen Night 
Sundal', December 11 
7:00 Registration 
9:25 Call to Order followed by Invoca

tion 
9:30 Dr. Harry Laidlaw, Univ. of CA, 

Davis 
10:45 Dr. Eric Erickson, Director, Carl 

Hayden Bee Research Center 
12:00 Buffet Lunch 
1 :30 Dr. Elbert Jaycox, The Bee 

Specialist 
2:15 Dr. Gerald Loper Research Plant 

Physiologist, Cari Hayden Bee 
Research Center, Tucson 

2:45 Panel Discussion 
4:00 Business Meeting 

For those beekeepers who wish to 
stay at the convention site at the Days 
Inn, reservations should be made by 
November 15th to obtain reduced rates. 

For more information call or write: 
Dee A. Lusby, Pres., Arizona Beekeep
ers Assoc., 3832 E. Golflinks Road, 
Tucson, A'l 85713, 1-602-748-0542 or 
Lynn Bushnell, Editor Newsletter, 
Arizona Beekeepers Assoc., 321 E. 
Cornell, Tempe, A'l 85283, 1-602-839-
9891 or Days Inn Tucson - Downtown, 
Olivia Gonzalez, Exec. Hotel Coordina
tor, 88 East Broadway, Tucson, A1, 
85701,1-602-791-7581. 

* CALIFORNIA * 
THE CALIFORNIA STATE BEE
KEEPERS ASSOCIATION'S 99th 
Annual Convention is slated for 
November 14th - 18th at the Hilton 
Hotel in Concord, CA. Located about 30 
miles east of San Francisco and conven
iently located for those interested in the 
night life of San Francisco and wine 
tasting in Napa Valley. There are two 
unique shopping malls and over ten 
restaurants within easy walking dis
tance of the hotel. US AIR flies directly 
into Concord and the hotel is only a five 
minute drive from the airport. 

This is an opportunity for our 
members and guests to renew old ac
quaintances, make important business 
contacts and learn more about the bee 
industry and the world of apiculture. 
The CSBAinvites all beekeepers, fam
ily members and interested friends to 
join us in Concord this November. 
November 14th 
2:00 Apiary Board Meeting 
4:00 CSBA Board of Directors Meeting 
8:00 Honey Queen Reception 
November 15 
8:00 Registration 
9:00 Opening Ceremonies 
10:30 Reports 
1 :30 Dan Hall, National Honey Board 
2:00 Thomas Payne, Marketing Honey 
2:30 Ria de Grassi, CA Farm Bureau 

and the Bee Industry. 
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3:15 Art Eggman, Honey and Pollen 
Plants of the Sierra 

3:45 Mike Rosso, Unit Pollination 
Pri. 

Novembe~lff 
9:00 Beekeepers Pan~!, The colony 

decline of1987. what Happened? 
9:45 Eric Mussen, A scientific look at 

colony decline 
10:15 Christine Peng, New Antibiotics 

for AFB control 
11:00 Wayne Getz, Sibling rivalry in the 

honey bee colony 
11:45 Research Lunch, Bill Wilson, 

Menthol and Tracheal Mites 
1:30 Wine tasting tour of Napa Valley 

followed by SF dinner. 
November 17 
9:00 Ladies Auxiliary breakfast and 

business meeting 
9:00 UAP, Zoecon & Nor-Am represen

tatives will explain products for 
mite control 

10:00 APlilS will discuss the federal 
quarantine decision 

10:45 Ann Sorenson, Current research 
on honey bees 

1 :00 Bill Chaney, Effects of synthetic 
pyretbroids on honey bees 

1:40 Bill Wilson, The USDA african bee 
project 

2:20 David Fletcher, African bees, a 
unique opinion 

3:00 Annual Auction 
3:30 Annual Business Meeting 
6:00 No Host Cocktail Hour 
7:30 Annual Banquet/Dance 
November 18th 
7:30 CSBA Board of Directors Meeting 

For information and registration 
contact: Carol Penner, 19980 Pine 
Creek Rd., Red Bluff, CA 96080, 916-
527-0941. 

* ILLINOIS* 
The fall convention of the ILLINOIS 
STATE BEEKEEPERS' ASSOCIA
TION will take place on Saturday, 
November 5, 1988 at the Department of 
Ag. Bldg., IL State Fair Grounds, 
Springfield, IL. 
9:00 
9:30 

10:00 

Registration 
Welcome, Lloyd A. Lindenfelser, 
Pres., ISBA. Secretary's report by 
Rita Taylor and Treasurer's report 
by Udell Meyer 
Apiary inspection report, Eugene 
E. Killion, Super. of Apiary 
Protection, Paris, IL 

3 ,,:L , .,,M>R ,CARY\ 
·=··= ::=::::-cORPORAJION 
d~washingtJn'squa,re t P. 0. ~O)i 1?2 .... . .. ·.·.. Syracuse, NY 13208 •••• 

Ji= ==· • A GOOD place to BUY ··==· 

your Root Supplies; 
.. ,. Drums, Cans and Glass Jars. • 

A.GOOD place to SELL 
'' ·your Honey and Beeswax. . ,:; 

Come to see us ::.... or write 2.... 
.or phone (315) 472•5487 

10:15 Election of officers 
10:30 Break 
11:00 Anticipated impact of Africanized 

bees and honey bee mites on IL 
Agriculture, Don Rawlins, Assoc. 
Dir. of Am. Farm Bureau Re
sources, Park Ridge, IL 

12:00 Lunch 
1 :00 Installation of Officers 
1 :15 Labeling, packaging and market

ing honey, Jerry Hayes, Jr., Credit 
M!::i~ffer, Dadant & Sons, Inc., 
H • ton, IL 

2:15 Ladies; Auxiliary report, Sharon 
Heirizl, President, Belleville, IL 

3:00 Some spin-offs in IL apiculture 
from the Great Drought of 1988, 
Ll<>yd A. Lindenfelser, President, 
ISBA, Tremont, IL 

3:25 Local Chapter reports 
4:00 Adjournment 

Complete dinner with turkey and 
dressing will be available at the Agri
culture Building cafeteria. Price of the 
meal will be $6.75 each. Reservations 
must be received no later than October 
22. Make check payable to: Illinois 
State Beekeepers' Association and mail 
to: Mr. Udell Meyer, R.R. #3, Box 308, 
Edwardsville, IL 62025. 

* MASSACHUSE'ITS * 
The Holiday Banquet of the MID

DLESEX COUNTY BEEKEEPERS 
ASSOCIATION is Saturday, Decem
ber 3, 1988 at 7:00 p.m. at the Colonial 
Inn, Monument Square, Concord. 

Mr. Mosser wi 11 entertain us with a 
very special show of wilderness slides. 

Remember there is no November 
meeting but reserve the December date 
for a fun evening of socializing and 
entertainment. More details of menu 
selections, prices and deadline for res
ervations will be posted in the club 
newsletter. 

All are welcome at our meetings. 
Contact Linda Boucher, 276 Salem 
Street, Wakefield, MA 01880, 245-
8443. 

*NEWYORK* 
All are welcome to the 120th Annual 
Winter Meeting of the EMPIRE 
STATE HONEY PRODUCERS, De
cember 2 and 3, 1988, at the Quality Inn 
North, 1308 Buckley Road, North 
Syracuse,NY(justoffNYThruwayexit 
36 or Interstate 81 exit 7th St. North). 
Registration starts at9:15 a .m., Friday, 
December 2. 

The program will include speakers 
on the honey market, pollination and 
migratory beekeeping, tracheal mites 
and wintering, and other aspects of 
beekeeping. In addition, there will be a 
honey show, a banquet featuring the 
presentation of the NY Beekeeper of the 
Year award, and exhibits and displays. 
For more information call the Cornell 
University Office of Apiculture, (607) 
255-5443. 
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*OHIO* 

~ 
Jacqueline Muren of West Salem, Ohio 
is the 1988 Ohio Honey Queen. Since 
her selection in July, Jackie has been 
involved in a nonstop campaign to pro
mote the use of honey throughout the 
State of Ohio. Besides the regularly 
scheduledeventsofl 7 days representa
tion at the Ohio State Fair, and the 
famous Ohio Honey Festival, Jackie 
has taken it upon herself to pursue as 
many festivals, fairs and events as she 
can this year in her endeavor to pro
mote honey and educate the public. 

Jacqueline Muren is the daughter 
of John and Pat Muren, beekeepers 
from West Salem, Ohio. She is the for
mer Medina County Honey Queen and 
frequently joins her father in the 
beeyard. 

*PENNSYLVANIA* 

Jill Mathias is the 1988 PA Honey 
Queen. She is from Hummelstown PA 
and has been involved in beekeeping all 
her life. Her father runs a small 
beekeeping business called Honey 
Crest Farms. 

• 
PENNSYLVANIA STATE BEE
KEEPERS will hold their annual Fall 
Meeting and Banquet on November 12, 
1988 at Green Gables Motor Inn, Le-

652 

wistown, PA. The Executive Board will 
meet at 8:30 p.m. on November 11th. 

The program arranged by Dr. Clar
ence Collison will include programs on 
The Africanized Honey Bees; Roadside 
Marketing of Honey; a program on 
Tracheal and Varroa Mite and a Work
shop on Mead Making. 

Green Gables Motor Inn is located 
at 900 South Main St., Lewistown, PA. 
For further information please contact 
Yvonne Crimbring, RD 1, Box 315, 
Canton, PAI 7724, Ph. (717) 673-8201. 

* TENNESSEE * 

Stacey Joan Greene, daughter of Ken 
and Donna Greene ofDickson, TN is the 
1988 Tennessee Honey Queen. 

Stacey has been an active member 
of the Dickson County Area Beekeepers 
Association for the past four years, 
during which time she has been the 
reporter, Dickson County Honey Prin
cess and Dickson County Honey Queen. 
She is also a member of the Tennessee 
State Beekeepers Association and the 
American Beekeeping Federation. 

The Tennessee State Beekeepers 
Association which sponsors the Ten
nessee Honey Queen program is com
prised of 26 beekeeper associations 
with over 700 members across the state 
of Tennessee. 

■ I 

ONE TIME OFFER! 

THE NEWSLETTER ON 
BEEKEEPING 

Elbert R. Jaycox, Editor 
1984-1987, 16 issues, $10 ppd . 

Elbert R. Jaycox, The Bee Specialist 
5775 Jornada Road North 

Las Cruces, New Mexico 88001 
I ■ 

*TEXAS* 
THE TEXAS BEEKEEPERS CON
VENTION will be on November 3, 4 
and 5 at the Inn of the Hills, Kerrville, 
TX. There will be a Beekeepers Short 
Course on Thursday followed by Meet
ings, A Queen Luncheon and Non-com
mercial Programs on Friday. Saturday 
will host a General Session, Business 
Meetings and a Country Barbeque. 

Make plans now to be in lovely 
Kerrville, enjoying your beekeeping 
friends, and stimulating your intellect. 
This is a wonderful vacation opportu
nity and golf is available. 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Thursday, November 3 
6:30 Registration, Medallion Center 

Foyer 
7:00 Bee Buzz, La Fuente Room 
7:30 .Board of Directors Meeting, River 

Front Suite 60 (refreshments pro
vided by Adam's Mark) 

Friday, November 4 
8:30 General Session, Medallion Center; 

Welcome by TBA Representative; 
Welcome by Kerrville Rep. 

9:00 Jim Hightower, TX Dept. Ag. 
9:20 Bill Wilson, AHB 
10:00 Garry Mauro, TX GLO 
10:30 Bill Vanderput, AHB 
11:30 Lunch 
1 :00 Honey Queens' Reports 
1:20 Fowden Maxwell, Inspection 
1:40 John Milam, NHB 
2:10 Richard Adee, AHP 
2:30 Jeff Pettis, AHB Survey 
3:00 Orley Taylor, AHB 
7:00 Queen's Program, La Fuente Room 
Saturday, November 5 
7:30 Registration, Medallion Center 

Foyer 
8:00 Anita Collins, AHB 
8:30 Curtis Meier, TX State Fair 
8:45 C. W. St. John, Varroa 
9:15 Reg. Wilbanks, ABF 
9:30 Binford Weaver, Tri-Country Re-

port 
10:30 Panel Discussion on Mexico Trip 
11:00 Bill Wilson, Tracheal mite 
11:45 Lunch 
7:00 Bar-B-Que, Poolside; Presentation 

ofl989 Honey Queen 

ALTERNATE PROGRAMMING 

Thursday, November 3 
8:00 Larry Connor, Beekeeping Short 

Course, Management 
Friday, November 4 
Carol Moody, Nectar Bearing Plants; B. J . 
Sherrifl', Wax Artistry & Skep Making; Paul 
Jackson, Honey Bee Diseases; Bob Stroope, 
Pollination; Richard Weaver, Queen Bee 
Production. 
1 :30 Tour (Also 3:00) 
Saturday, November 5 
9:30 Tour (Also 11 :00) 

For registration contact Diane 
Chancey, ( 409) 258-3034 and Jim 
Braden, Bus. (512) 769-2031 or Res. 
(512) 769-2148 for General Convention 
Information. 
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WANTED 

ALMOND P OLLINATION NEEDS 
YOUR BEES - If you can provide strong 
colonies, Pollination Contracting now 
arranging contracts. Offering reliable serv
ice in central CA for 1989 season. L. Hicken 
(209)823-5141 or C. CllITDll (209) 823-1386. 
(12/88) 

2,000 LBS OF WlllTE CLOVER unfiltered 
honey. J ohn Schneider, RRl, Box 51, 
Freeburg, IL 62243. (11/88) 

BEEKEEPER WANTED IN HAWAII. Job 
includes very nice 3 bedroom house, major 
medical and hospital plan, profit sharing 
and bonus. Applicant must be a skilled 
beekeeper, know how to run a bobcat, and 
move bees on his own. Should be a good 
queen finder. Must have good work habits. 
No drugs. Good physical condition. Contact: 
Captain Cook Honey Company, Route #1, 
Box 161-E, Captain Cook, Hawaii 96704. 
Tel. (808) 322-2594 or (808) 328-2279. (11/ 
88) 

OLD STYLES OF HIVES, smokers, extrac
tors, comb honey equipment or home-made 
items. Wyatt Mangum, 1014 Gorman St., 
Raleigh, NC 27606. (12/88) 

ONE, OR MORE, COMPLETE Mackensen 
Artificial Insemination Devices. Bob Cole 
(704) 295-9768. 

FOR SALE 

SEVERAL HUNDRED USED O.A.C. and 
California type pollen traps. Scaling down 
operation due to border closure. Call North 
Peace Apiaries, Ltd., RRl, Fort St. John, 
BC, VlJ 4M6 (604) 785-4808. (1/89) 

IF YOU WORK WITH shallow frames, you 
can have the BEST 10 frame extractor. 
Custom made J. C. Automatic. Set the timer 
and slow speed pulley start goes from Oto 
400 rpm. Place 5 frames in each of 2 boxes 
and put boxes into extractor. 5-6 minutes 
cleans both sides! No backache! John Csaba, 
(714) 995-7652. (11/88) 

CALL LINDA TO PLACE YOUR 
CHRISTMAS DISPLAY AD TODAY! 

November 1988 

10 STRONG COLONIES IN 2 deep supers 
with extra 6-5/8 super, 10 frames. $40.00 
each. Emanuel J. Yoder, 4095 State Rt. 39, 
Millersburg, OH 44654. (11/88) 

150 5-gallon buckets of clear honey for sale. 
(219) 932-6200. (12/88) 

QUEEN. AND HONEY OPERATION in 
central Texas with 275 hives plus supers, 
800 mating nucs, Datsun Oat-bed, mobile 

· home and more. Land and honey house for 
lease. An ideal arrangement. Call Bruce, 
(812) 376-8973. (12/88) 

BEEKEEPING OPERATION with 85 colo
nies, 8-frame double brood plus supers. 20-
frame radial, sis uncapping tank. Extra 
equipment. $4,500.00. (404) 562-4630. (11/ 
88) 

160 STANDS BEES, EXTRACTOR, extra 
equipment. Selling due to health. Price and 
details write: Stearns, 4605 Redstart, Hous
ton, TX 77035. (11/88) 

20 FULL DEPI'H DOUBLE HIVES with 
new queens. '88 crop still on. 60+ 6-5/8" 
supers with drone comb. 20-frame sis radial 
extractor, sis settling tank, one and two lb. 
jars, full and 6-5/8" bodies with frames 
knocked down. Various misc. items. Take 
all or nothing ... $2,000.00. (704) 627-2855. 
(11/88) 

HONEY MOISTURE TESTER. Hydrome
ter 15-21%. $21.95 airmail. AMBROSIUS, 
Svanvagen 60, 83162 Ostersund, Sweden. 
Checks Accepted. (12/88) 

SUPPLIES / EQUIPMENT 

FOR TOP QUALITY BEE SUPPLIES and 
advice on beekeeping problems, visit your 
nearest Root dealer and send for your FREE 
1988 Root catalog. The A. I. Root Co., P. 0. 
Box 706, Medina, OH 44258. 

COMPLETE HONEY PACKING LINE, 
Tanks, Filter, Unscrambler, Filler, Capper, 
Labeler, Accum. Table. M. R. Cary Corp., P . 
0 . Box 122, Syracuse, New York 13208 or 
(315) 472-5486. (11/88) 

ANOTHER SATISFIED CUSTOMER'S 
AD WAS HERE LAST MONTH! 

COMMERCIAL QUALITY SUPERS-9-6/ 
-8 @$2.85, 7-5/8@$2.75, tops & bottoms@ 
$1.70. Satisfaction guaranteed. Orders less 
than 50 add 50~ each. For prices or to order, 
write: North Idaho Woodcrafters, Box 201, 
Spirit Lake, ID, 83869. (11/88) 

RADIAL HONEY EXTRACTORS, stain
less, 5 and 10 frames, patented. Also com
plete line of equipment. Write or call: 
GAMBLE'S Bee Supply & Candle Co., (919) 
299-3973 after 5 PM weekdays, anytime 
Sat., P. 0. Box 7997, Greensboro, NC 27417. 
(TF) 

BEES & QUEENS 

WE USE ALL POSSIBLE CARE in accept
ing advertisements but we cannot be held 
responsible in case disease occurs among 
bees sold or if dissatisfaction occurs. We 
sul/Rest that prospective buyers ask for a 
certificate of inspection as a matter of pre
caution. 

GOOD QUEENS PAY! For quality and 
service all season long, call ALLEN'S BEE 
RANCH in Northern California! (916) 221-
1458. (TF) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

FREE SAMPLES. Address labels, rubber 
stamps, business cards, notepads with bee
keeper designs. B & W Lettershop, Box 
3335, Early, TX 76803. Stamp appreciated. 
(11/88) 

POLLEN 

CLEAN FRESH FROZEN AMERICAN 
BEE POLLEN, give us your needs and we 
will quote prices. Howard Weaver & Sons, 
Rt. 1, Box 24, Navasota, Texas, 77868, or 
phone: (409) 825-7714. (TF) 

TELL US YOUR NEEDS. We will quote 
prices. $2.23/lb. for 11,000 lbs. CC Pollen 
Co. 800-345-8011. (TF) 

PURE, CLEAN LOW MOISTURE POL
LEN $3.90/lb PREPAID. Min.10 lbs. FREE 
UPS SHIPPING. STAKICH BROS., INC. 
1156 Vaughan, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48013 
(313) 642-7023. (TF) 
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ROYAL JELLY 

FRESH LIQUID AND POWDER 
ROYAL JELLY. Tell us your needs. We 
will quote prices. $25/lb. for liquid in quan
tities. $70/lb. for powder in quantities. CC 
Pollen Co. 800-345-8011. (TF) 

BEST FRESH PURE ROYAL JELLY- 2 
oz. - $12.00, 1 lb. - $84.00, 1 kilo - $154 
prepaid. FREE UPS SHIPPING. Stakich 
Bros., Inc., 1155 Vaughan, Bloom.field Hills, 
MI 48013. (313) 642-7023. (TF) 

PRO POLIS 

Tell us your needs. We will quote prices. $7/ 
lb. in quantities. CC Pollen Co. 800-345-
8011. (TF) 

FEEDING 

SUGAR AVAILABLE for feeding. 42 and 55 
Fructose now available. Granulated in 
bags, bins or bulk. We cover the entire U.S. 
St. Charles Trading Inc. l-800-336-1333. In 
Missouri (314) 625-1500. Bill Heerdegen. 
(TF) 

BOOKS & NEWSLETTERS 

DELIGHTFUL GIFT. Dick Trump's Bees 
and Their Keepers. $17.95 plus $2 postage. 
.Dept. GIBC, ISU Press, 2121 State Avenue, 
Ames, IA 50010. (515) 292-0140 (12/88) 

HONEY BEE GENETICS NEWSLETTER. 
Focused on our mite problems and the AHB. 
The latest news and what the regulators are 
doing. Sent 50 to 7 times a year, $5.00. P. 0 . 
Box 1672, Vacaville, CA 95696. (2/89) 

I.M.N. SYSTEM OF QUEENREARING
Non-grafting method for small or commer
cial operations. Contains 4 patentable dis
closures with restrictions plus improve
ments to the Miller Method. Send $4.95 to 
IMN Inc., P. 0. Box 9552, Wyoming, MI 
49509. (11/88) 

BEE BOOKS, WIDE RANGE OF TITLES. 
Free lists from Scout Bottom Farm, Hebden 
Bridge, England. (TF) 

NEW! THE VARROA HANDBOOK -
Mobus/Connor. The European and Ameri
can Varroa Story. $9.95. THE BEE
KEEPER'S GARDEN - Hooper/Taylor. 
Plan your bee garden. Color Photos. $19.95. 
WICW AS PRESS, Box 81 7, Cheshire, CT 
06410. Charge It! (11/88) 

NEWCOMERS. Unhappy with last year's 
honey crop? Poor production from a 
package? There IS an answer. A New Di
rection in Bee Colony Management. 
Send $5.95 for this booklet to Fairfax Engi
neering, 295 Pumpkin Hill Rd., New 
Milford, CT 06776. (6/89) 
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CALL 1-800-BUY-ROOT 
TO ORDER YOUR 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
FOR YOUR BEEKEEPER! 

TWO FOR THE HONEY. A refreshingly 
new book by writer/beekeeper Clay Tontz. 
In the aftermath of WWII, Clay and his wife 
moved to the back county of southern CA to 
take up with a passel of unpredictable honey 
bees. Read their true story - fascinating, 
humorous, dramatic - of starting out with 
a $10.00 honey stand and building up a 
thriving mail order/highway shop business 
of natural foods. Valuable advice inter
twined with rich stories. Uyou've ever loved 
(or cussed) a honey bee and dreamt of your 
own business (or sweating one out) this is 
your own special book. First edition, collect
ible. Fine Christmas Gift. Charming cover 
and colors. $9.95 postpaid. Two - $18.90; 3 -
$26.50. CA residents add $ .55/book sales 
tax. Write or call for pamphlet on gift ship
ping; quantity prices; famous FRANKOMA 
honey jar. Jeanette Tontz, Distributor. 
Dept. G, 4043 Nora, Covina, CA 91722 (818) 
338-9976. (11/88) 

HONEY FOR SALE 

PREMIUM CLOVER, BUCKWHEAT, 
WILDFLOWER or ORANGE BLOSSOM in 
bottles, 60 lb. tins, 30 lb. jugs or drums. 
STEWART HONEYBEE PRODUCTS, 60 
Council Avenue, P. 0. Box 429, Wheatland, 
PA 16161. (412) 346-4664. (TF) 

CLOVER, ALFALFA, Buckwheat, Tulip 
Poplar, Wildflower or Orange in 60's. Dutch 
Gold Honey Inc., 2220 Dutch Gold Dr., 
Lancaster, PA 17604. (TF) 

PERIODICALS 

BUSY BEEKEEPER? Easy management 
guide and time-saving newsletter tells 
what, when, why, how to do it. Marketing 
ideas, more. For sample copy and details, 
send $1 and stamp to BETTER BEEKEEP
ING, Dept. G, Box 66, Westerville, OH 
43081. 

THE SCOTTISH BEEKEEPER Magazine 
of The Scottish Beekeepers' Association, 
International in appeal. Scottish in charac
ter. Membership terms from D. B. N. Blair, 
44 Dalhousie Rd., Kilbarchan, Ren
frewshire, ScotlandPAl0 2AT. Sample copy 
sent, $1 or equivalent. 

SEE OUR AD ON PAGE 647 

FOR WINTER HIVE PACKING 
CASES - ON SALE! 

REQUEEN REGULARLY 
FOR MORE PROFITS 

Shop Where 
You See 

This Emblem 

American Bee Breeders Assn. 
P. 0. Box 215, Hayneville, AL 36040 

Write for Member List 
Trade Practices 

MISSOURI FARM. A magazine for you 
about small farming, gardening, alterna
tive crops, direct marketing and rural living 
in the Midwest. $18 a year. Write to Mis
souri Farm, Ridge Top Ranch, Rt. 1, Box 
237, Clark, MO 65243. 

DIE NEUE BIENENZUCHT the monthly 
magazine for beekeepers interested in all 
aspects of German beekeeping. Hamburger 
Str. 109-D, 2360 Bad Segeberg, West Ger
many. 

What do you know about the INTERNA
TIONAL BEE RESEARCH ASSOCIA
TION? The many books and other publica
tions available from IBRA will deepen your 
understanding of bees and beekeeping: an 
IBRA membership subscription-inclusive 
of Bee World, a truly international maga
zine published quarterly in the English 
language - will broaden your beekeeping 
horizons. Details from IBRA voluntary rep
resentative H. Kolb, P. 0. Box 183, 737 West 
Main, Edmond, OK 73034 (phone 405-341-
90984); or from IBRA, 18 North Road, Car
diff CFl 3DY, UK. 

DAIRY GOATS - For milk, pleasure and 
profit. Excellent for children, women and 
family! Monthly magazine $18.00 per year 
($25.00 Foreign). Sample Copy $3.00. 
DAIRY GOAT JOURNAL, Suite 226,401 N. 
Broad St., Philadelphia, PA 19108. 

SCOTTISH BEE JOURNAL. Packed with 
practical beekeeping. Sample copy from 
Robert NH Skilling, FRSA, 34 Rennie St., 
Kilmarnock, Scotland. Published Monthly, 
$4.00 per annum. 

BEEKEEPING. The West of England bee 
journal but read all over the world. Annual 
subscription £7.50 (payable in £Sterling) (or 
£10.50 air mail) for 10 issues. Editor, P. P. 
Rosenfeld, Clifford Cottage, 42a Clifford St., 
Chualeigh, Devon, England TQ13 OLE. 

BEE CRAFT - Official (monthly) maga
zine of the British Beekeepers Association. 
Contains interesting and informative ar
ticles. Annual Subscription $5.10 (Surface 
mail) and$7.10 (Airmail). The Secretary, 15 
West Way, Copthorne Bank, Crawley, 
Sussex, RHl0 3DS. 

THE AMERICAN BEEKEEPING FED
ERATION needs your support! Join in sup
porting efforts to stop adulteration, to im
prove marketing conditions and to encour
age the continued research on African Bees 
and V arroa and Acarine Mites. Please send 
for information, membership application 
and sample copy of bi-monthly News Letter! 
WriteTo:THEAMERICANBEEKEEPING 
FEDERATION, INC., 13637 N. W. 39th 
Avenue, Gainesville, FL 32606. 

INDIAN BEE JOURNAL. Official organ of 
the All India Beekeepers' Association, 1325 
Sadashiv Peth, Pune 411030, India. The 
only bee journal of India published in Eng
lish, issued quarterly. Furnishes informa
tion on Indian bees and articles of interest to 
beekeepers and bee scientists. Annual sub
scription postpaid in foreign countries: For 
individuals US $7.00; for institutions, com-

GLEANINGS IN BEE CULTURE 



panies and corporate bodies US $10.00 or 
it's equivalent, to be received in advance by 
IMO or bank draft, payable in Poona (India). 

THE BEEKEEPERS QUARTERLY. Excel
lent reading from the publishers of the 
BEEKEEPERS ANNUAL. English 
Beekeeping at its best. $8.00/year. The A. I. 
Root Co., Sub-Agents. P . 0 . Box 706, Med
ina, OH 44258. 

ffiISH BEEKEEPING. Read An Beachaire 
(The Irish Beekeeper) Published monthly. 
Subscription $12.00/year, post free. James 
J. Doran, St. Jude's, Mooncoin, Waterford, 
Ireland. 

HEARTHSTONE. Beekeepers Quarterly. 
$6.50 per year - Canada; $7.00 U.S. - U. 
S. A. & Foreign; Box 58-Colinton, Alberta 
Canada, TOG ORO. 

AMERICAN PIGEON JOURNAL. Devoted 
to the breeding & promoting of pigeons for 
pleasure & profit. In the U.S.: 1 yr. - $15; 2 
yrs. -$28; 3 yrs. -$42. Foreign (send payable 
in US funds): 1 yr. - $18.00; 2 yrs. - $34.00; 
3 yrs. $51.00. First class and air mail rates 
upon request. Free copy on request. P.O. 
Box 278, Warrenton, MO 63383. 

THE AUSTRALASIAN BEEKEEPER. The 
senior beekeeping journal of the Southern 
hemisphere provides a complete cover of all 
beekeeping topics in one of the world's larg
est honey producing countries. Published 
monthly by Pender Beekeeping Supplies 
Pty. Ltd., 19 Gardiner St. Rutherford. 
N.S.W. 2320 Australia. Subscription $US 
13.00 per annum (in advance), Payment by 
Bank Draft. Sample copy free on request. 

A gift for your beekeeper -
A back support system. 

$47.00 each (U.S. Funds) 

GIGUERE HONEY FARM SUPPLIES 
Box 2, St. Germain, Manitoba 

Canada ROG 2AO • (204) 256-1644 

MrSSOURI FARM. A magazine for you 
about alternative crops, direct marketing, 
gardening and rural living. 48 pages bi
monthly. $15.00 per year. Send to MIS
SOURI FARM, Rt. 1, Box 237, Clark, MO 
65243 or Call: (314) 687-3525. 

CANADIAN BEEKEEPING. The news 
media of the Canadian Honey Industry. 
Send $15.00 for one year subscription to: 
CANADIAN BEEKEEPING, Box 128, 
Orono, Ontario, Canada LOB lMO. 

CORNUCOPIA. Quarterly newsletter for 
developmental beekeepers. Articles on low 
technology beekeeping, honey trees for 
agroforestiy and marketing bee products. 
Rates $10/year to IAAD, D. Sammataro 
editor, 7011 Spieth Rd., Medina, OH 44245. 
(216) 722-2021. 

BRITISH BEE JOURNAL. Monthly. Single 
copies .33p plus postage. INLAND - £5.50; 
OVERSEAS - £11.00 or $15.00 U.S.; EIRE -
£7.00pp. Annual subscription post paid. 
Keep up-to-date by taking out a subscrip
tion now either direct from us or through our 
agent: The A. I. Root. Co., P. 0. Box 706, 
Medina, OH 44258, U.S.A. 

Bee interested. For beekeeping information 
read the AMERICAN BEE JOURNAL. New 
editorial emphasis on practical down-to
earth material, including question and 
answer section. For more information or 
free sample copy, write to: AMERICAN 
BEE JOURNAL, Hamilton, Illinois 62341. 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS 

ARE SHOWN ON PAGE 628 AND 629. 

DON'T DELAY ... ORDER TODAY! 

Midwestern Italian Queens 
1 - 10 $6.00 10 - up $5.50 

RAY COLGAN 
Rt. 1 • Versalles, IL 62378 

(217) 225-3570 

DAKOTA GUNNESS UNCAPPER® 200Moc1e1 

Call or write 
for free brochure: 

• Horizontally fed • Speed increased 2-3 times 
• Stainless steel construction 

• More honey produced • No comb damage 
• Takes all sizes combs with no adjustment 

·You've made a believer out of me; we 
are consistently doing 50 barrels in a 
9 hr. working day/• 

Dick Ruby, Milnov, ND 

"The machine provides good uncapping 
and trouble-free operation ... no 
damaged combs whatsoever. Thanks 
for making a good machine.· 

Charles Reinert, Garvin, MN 

DAKOTA GUNNESS INC. 
Box 106, Dept. G-11 • Abercrombie, ND 58001 • (701) 553-8393 

November 1988 

THE AUSTRALIAN BEE JOURNAL. Pub
lished monthly, $25.00 per annum. Austra
lian Currency for all subscribers. Write to: 
Victorian Apiarists' Association, Secretary, 
Les Bould, "Willunga" RMB 4373, Moonam
bel 3478, Victoria, Australia. Sample Cop
ies on Request. 

THE SPEEDY BEE. Monthly beekeepers 
newspaper. The happenings of the beekeep
ing industry, plus how-to-articles. $12.50 
per year (12 issues) in U. S., Canada and 
Mexico add $2.50 postage. $20.00 per year 
all other countries mailed first class. Write 
for Airmail rates anywhere. Sample copy 
free. The Speedy Bee, P. 0. Box 998, Jesup, 
GA 31545. 

THE NEW ZEALAND BEEKEEPER. 
Quarterly magazine published by the Na
tional Beekeeper's Association ofNew Zeal
and. Editorial policy emphasizes practical 

• beekeeping, latest research and feature 
articles with large format and many illus
trations. Australia and South Pacific -
US$12 Airmail, US$10 Surface; North 
America & Asia, excluding Middle East -
US$14 Airmail, US$10 Surface; South 
America & Europe and Middle East -US$15 
Airmail, US$10 Surface. Magazine pro
duced March, June, September & Decem
ber. Subscribers should indicate airmail or 
surface mail.NZ BEEKEEPER, P. 0 . Box 
4048, Wellington, New Zealand. 

FARMING UNCLE. Magazine for Home
steaders! Covers gardening, small stock 
health, bees and much, much more. Free 
Information. 1 year $12.00; 2 years $22.00; 
3 years $30.00. Money Back Guarantee. 
Farming Uncle. P. 0 . Box 91-B4, Liberty, 
New York 12754. 

HONEYSTIX™ 
(With YOUR Honey) 

We run Buckets • Barrels 
A real honey promoter. Net ten 

limes the profit. retail wholesale. 
FREE SAMPLES and Information. 

NATURE'S KICK 
1443 45th Ave. NE 

Salem, OR 97301 
(503) 581 -5805 

Italian and Carniolan Queens 
~ 6 Prices dfttllvt 

I - 24••••• ···• .OO until D«. 31 
25 - 99 ....... 14.50 
I 00 and up .. S4.00 Shipped post paid 

. U.S. Pri0<i1y Mail 
Mark or ch p 25¢ each Fumidil o 1tc.11Cd 

Top Quality, Fertile and 
Guaranteed to arrive 
Alive and Heallhy 

GLENN APIARIES 
1358 E. Mission Rd. 

___,..__ Fullbrook, CA 920211 
(619) 728-3731 

I VISA H•-•I 
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"Kelley The Bee Man" 

YOUNG 1988 
3 BANDED ITALIAN QUEENS 
SHIPPED FROM CLARKSON, KY 

1 to 9 - prepaid - $3.50 each 
1 O - 24 - prepaid - $3.25 each 

25 and up - prepaid - $3.00 each 

CAPPING MELTER 
This capping melter is for 
beekeepers with 15 to 40 

colonies. 19' diam. x 14-3/4' high 
fitted with drain plug and flange 
for 1500 or 3000 watt immersion 
heater. Inverted cone bottom 

over flat bottom provides large 
water cavity, kept full by water 

reservoir on side. Uncap directly 
into melter where cappings are 
melted and the wax runs out of 

the spout with the honey into the 
separator on the floor. (Not 

mailable but can be shipped by 
UPS). Stand pictured not 

included. Order separately. 

•Cat. No. 198 - Stainless Steel Capping Melter 
with fittings only. Ship. wt., 30 lbs. Each ..... $74.50 

•Cat. No. 199 - Galvanized Wax Separator 
Ship. wt., 9 lbs. Each ..... $12.75 

•Cat. No. 386 - Stand for Capping Melter 
Ship. wt., 12 lbs. Each . .. .. $12.95 

:m:El'ei11: :wAtte:a:1:111:t~1
:
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Write for FREE 1988 Catalog 

WALTER T. KELLEY CO . 
CLARKSON, KY. 42726 USA 
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• 
Bee Certain With 

e+CE 
• Only one application provides effective, 

full-season protection from Wax Moths. 

® 

• 
When you want the best natural protection for your honey 
combs, look to CERTAN, a biological insecticide. CERTAN 
was developed specifically to control Wax Moth laNae. A 
natural bacterium works on the digestive track of the laNae 
causing death . 

CERTAN-ly Simple 

• 
Mix one 4 ounce bottle with 21/7 quarts of water to treat 
I 20 frames. Protects both stored and active combs. 

CERTAN-ly Beneficial 
• A biological control that does not affect 

bees or colony activity 

• Does not affect the quality of honey 

• No known toxic effects to humans, 
wildlife and the environment. 

• A water-dispersible liquid concentrate 
that eliminates dangerous fumigant 
handling and storage. 

• No retreatment required as with 
conventional fumigants. 

• Provides economical, full-season control 
with one application. 

It's Curtains for Wax Moths 
To order call 1-800-527-0512 
for your nearest supplier. 

0 

zoeeon A Sandoz Company 
® I 2200 Denton Drive 

Dallas. Texas 75234 
800/527-051 2 

CERTAN • ,s a trademark o r Sandoz Ltd. 

Read label carefully for directions and precautions. 

' 1988 Zoecon Corporauon. 
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The Christmas Gift 
Worth Giving 

. \ 

eW \O 

I 

: rrlie ~w 
: Starting 2\jglit 
: 'Wit/i 'Bees 
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ALL NEWI 
• Suddenly You're a Beekeeper 
• Update on Pests 
• Many new photo's and drawings 
• Urban Beekeeping 
• Ordinances 
• Bee Clubs 
• Social Skills 
• HUGE, New Glossary 
• 136 Pages 

"Over 40 years experience and skills on 
136 pages - The BEST begihners book 
on the market for the price!" 

ORDER YOURS TODAY! 
Call 1-800-BUY-ROOT 

r 
CAT. NO. - X84 

$ 7 99 

POSTPAID 
... 

"Absolutely indispensible for new or be
ginning beekeepers. Plus, the chapters 
on urban beekeeping and social skill are 
perfect for EVERY beekeeper. " 

■ 
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