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Buckfast top bars. Almost completely undisturbed
when the inner cover was removed, normal activity
continued unabated. Some burr and brace comb is
evident, but the top bars are fairly clean of propolis. The
color has been described as ‘dark Italian’ which these
appear to be.

Buckfast hive. One of the traits we observed when
working our colonies was the activity going onin the
front when we finished. We manipulated every
colony the same so our observations were similar.
Although a fair number of bees came out, there
weren't many in the air: they were just hanging
around the front door.

Starline top bars. Hardly noticing the removal of the inner
cover, there weren't many guards, or watchers for that
matter. Described by most as ‘classic Italian' in appearance.
A bit of burr and brace comb was apparent, but not until the
major honey flow. Propolis wasn’t used much and the
frames remained easy to worlk all season.
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Weaver Caucasian front door. As noted in the text these bees sported more
yellow than the traditional Caucasian, but other traits were predictable.
Guards were active during this high activity period. Note the propolis laid
down on the bottom board just inside the door.

Caucastian frame. A good
look at the pollen section of a
brood frame. The bees were
generally unaffected when
the frame was removed and
photographed. Very few
bees were [lying or running.
This colony was a pleasure
to work. Can you spot the
Purple Cordovans?
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Italian brood frame. A solid
pattern on a nearly full frame.
True toRossman’s goal there is
honey (uncapped) and pollen
in the corners. A bit flighty
while working the colony, this
one received a couple puffs
Jrom the smolker before they
allowed us to take the shot.

Yellow Cordovan brood
[rame. The color is the most
apparent aspect of these
bees. ‘Blondish’ is the term.
and the color. Gentle and
easy to work, ‘sluggish’
woulld describe their behauv-
ior on most every inspection.
But they are pretty.

Purple Cordovan top bars. For these,
too. the color is outstancding. Working
these brought no guards up in the air
or running on the comb. Can you spot
the stranger?
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