

































































CRAFT FAIRS ... Cout. From Page 85

raw and untreated or heated,
flowers in your own backyard. "

My prices are high - top dollar and no middle-man!
An active mail order business in honey beeswax, pollen
and related products has {lourished because the public
likes these things, and they can't get them elsewhere!
Your beekeeping friends aside, try to find some beeswax
or local raw honey. It's worthy of mention that at over
300 fairs, 1 have never had any serious competition. It
seems to be a self-perpetuating monopoly.

However, I would be less than candid if I failed to
touch on some downers. It is exhausting being “on stage”
for hours at a time. It is wise to bring along a helper and
take breaks. There are times when I have one fair on
Saturday and another, somewhere else on Sunday. [ find
it helpful to load my car once with enough product for
both occasions.

The observation hive bees take a beating. The larger
fairs set up on Thursday, necessitating their being locked
up on Wednesday night. By Sunday night, when [ bring
them home, they've been in for four days. My hive has
been somewhat customized to provide more adequate

local, perhaps from the

cooling and better feeding. Still, it has crashed a time or
two. I'm always ready to work it over and restock it.

Every state you vend in requires a tax number and
that it be displayed. Also, applications to different events
will ask for it. These tax numbers are easy to get and
have never cost me anything. Honey, a food, is not lax-
able, but wax and books are.

By early December, the season runs out. [ must con-
fess that not having to respond to “worn oul" questions
and comments is a relief, “Where is the queen? How do |
get the honey out of this comb? Don'l they bite you? I'm
allergic. Honey is really bee poop. Are those yellow jack-
ets in that hive?"

Soon, however, I'm gearing up for yet another year.

An hour to load the car, an hour to sel up, another
hour to tear down; many weekends in other towns makes
for many new [riends and a lot of fun. I won't mention
money. Being so visible leads to invitations to give talks,
programs and the like. It also gives me a unique opportu-
nity to teach about this industry in a way that cannot be
duplicated. [

John Reter keeps bees, and attends craft fairs from his hone
in North Salem, NY
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