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DEAD COLONIES

TELL

LOTS OF TALES

steve taber

When colonies of bees die you
need to examine them closely to de-
termine the cause of death. Doing
this will make you a much better
beekeeper because when you know
why a colony died you will know you
made a mistake and will be able to
avoid such mistakes in the future. In
late September I picked up a dead
colony which gave the appearance of
being killed by mites. How did I know?
I had removed honey four weeks ago
and assured myself that all colonies
had sufficient honey for wiater stores
and I had inserted Apistan strips.

The first thing I noticed on exam-
ining the dead unit was all honey had
been robbed out, there was no dead
brood, and there were no dead bees
on the bottom board.

Conclusion: First, the bees
had absconded. Second, there
wasn't evidence of dead brood
so no disease was presert.
Remember though at this time
of the year yellow jackets will
remove any dead brood bui
they can't clean out brood killed
by AFB whose dried up scales
will be easily seen on the bot-
tom of cells in the brood nest.
If the queen had failed, laying
workers would have developed
and bees would have built elon-
gated cells to hold developing
drone brood in worker cells.

Fortunately I arrived on
the scene just as wax moths
were beginning to attack the
combs but hadn’t destroyed
anything. Too often this oc-
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curs and brood combs have been so
mutilated that a good diagnosis of
death cannot be made. If wax moth
larvae have destroyed the combs send
a sample of the debris from the bot-
tom board for disease examination. If
AFB killed the colony it will show up.
Send your sample to: H. Shimanuki,
Beneficial Insects Lab, Bldg. 476,
BARC-East, USDA ARS, Beltsville,
MD 20705.

Starvation is one of the most com-
mon causes of death of bees every
place I have worked, and there are
several different kinds to look for. In

There are _few things sadder
than finding an empty colony on
[irst inspection.
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the cold, I mean really cold parts of
the U.S., like New York State and
Northern mid-west areas, bees will
frequently starve with honey in the
hive. They starve because the bees
can't get to the honey. As the winter
advances from December through
January, the winter cluster of bees
will move up and to the Southwest
inside the hive bodies. And remember
the bees do not heat the inside of the
hive, only that portion they occupy.
Also think about the bees restricted
lateral movement caused by you pro-
viding them with perfect combs with
no or few holes. Several half-inch
holes in the center of Standard
Langstroth combs will aid the bees in
moving sideways.

In March, April and May, bees
not only consume honey to
heat their cluster they are
using lots of it to feed their
developing brood. They can
starve to death with honey
in the hive then, too, for the
same reason. This is why an
early spring colony exami-
nation is so useful in spot-
ting colonies that still have
honey but has it located
away from the brood nest.
This is the time to move
combs of honey from a
colonywith lots to those with
less, or, as a last resort,
feeding sugar syrup.

) In the more southern
states bees are more active
during the winter and con-
sume as much honey as
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