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Put weak colonrtes on a rows end to help boost the population,

bees that were really cranky and not very appreciative.
Protection from Winter Elements. Though it's too late
now for this year, if the location doesn't protect the
colonies in the winter, consider moving the apiary
before next year. Hives shouldn't sit in cold valleys or
on unprotected hilltops. Provide wind breaks and
position hives in full sunlight. Some authorities say to
face hives to the east. | don' t think that's a big deal,
but if you can, turn them toward the east. Accessibil-
ity. Can you get to the yard conveniently? It becomes
easy to procrastinate if there's always a locked gate,
muddy path, or nasty dog with which to contend. This
is a useless comment, but I like scenic yards. I find it
pleasant to work bees in pleasant surroundings.
Pesticide Exposure. Thanks to mites, a lot of old-
fashioned problems just aren’'t heard from much more.
Insecticide kills may be one of those areas. It will do no
good to attempt to pump up a colony il it's constantly
being knocked down by pesticide exposure. | know it
can be difficult to find a yard with all the right at-
tributes and still avoid a chemical hit. With some
compounds, the results can be nasty. If bees store the
stuff in pollen, such chemicals can cause residual kills
that are hard to identify. Skunks and Such. If any-
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thing short of a bear is harassing the colony, do
something. If you have bear problems, this lisi
do you any good. Skunk signs are obvious. Besides (hx
odor, there are telltale little skunk fool prints all over
the front of the hive and the grass in front of the hive
will be matted down. Parts of dead bees and [eces
containing bee parts will be littered around. At the
very least, move the colony up higher off the ground or,
if necessary, move it completely away. Nectar and
Pollen Sources. Though bees can fly great distances to
collect pollen or nectar, the closer the sources are to
the hive, the easier it is for bees to produce a surplus
crop. Alternatively, moving colonies is stressful for
them. Since the colony is convalescing, I don't know il
I would recommend moving it too much just (o get a
bit closer to a nectar source.
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8. Robbing.

Nature can be a harsh mistress al times. Large
colonies have no qualms about overrunning smaller
colonies if the opportunity arises. Here [ am
ing that you do the things on this list - most of which
require opening the colony. If robbing gets going, it can
be hard to stop. A form of robbing called “Progressive

Continued on Nexr Page
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