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F
or the pasl several years I've been associated with three 
beekeeping organizations. The smallest, the Medina 
County Beekeepers, has about 75 members. It meets once 
a monlh, has several outside speakers a year. supports 

a club-owned beeyard, runs a booth at the county fair every Au­
gust where they have observation hives for demonstration, enter 
a honey show, sell club-member honey, make and sell rolled 
candles and demonstrate how honey is extracted. Depending on 
the month, between 30 and 50 people attend the meeting. There's 
a basic one-page newsletter that goes out before the meeting and 
in December we galher together for a fairly quiet year-end party 
and meal. A pretty typical group. 

The Ohio State Beekeepers reach a bigger audience. Ohio has 
just under 3,000 registered beekeepers and roughly 15% belong to 
the group. There is a Fall and Summer meeting. and strong sup­
port for the southern and northern regional Spring meetings that 
draw about 350 and 600 people, respectively. The elected Board 
meets three times a year and holds a general membershjp meet­
ing at the Fall gathering. This group supports state-wide programs 
for promotion , the state Extension Specialis t for some research 
and facility needs, acts as a liaison between members and the 
Department of Ag's inspection learn if needed and is developing a 
local group:s tale group relationship with lhe 40 or so county as­
sociations in lhe slale. There's a lso an advanced training pro­
gram , the usual in-house awards and a few other programs that 
keep people busy. Again, a pretty typical group for its type. 

The Eastern Apicullural Society extends its reach even fur­
ther. Il encompasses 20 some states and several provinces of 
Canada. There is an elected boa.rd member from each state and 
province that meets twice during the year and again at the annual 
Summer Conference, where a general membership meeting is also 
held. 

Although membership geography fluctuates, being strongest 
in the area nearest lhe annual meeting, which moves from state 
lo s tate or province annually, il's roughly in Lhe 500-600 range 
each year. 

Each annual meeting hosts between 350-500 people, where 
there's a Master Beekeeper exam, an intensive short course, the 
regular group of speakers and several workshops. A quarterly news­
letter keeps everybody up lo speed on what's going on. !l's diffi­
cult to compare Lhis group to any other because of its size, the 
region covered and the fact Lhal it has absolutely no political goals. 
The Western Apicultural Society is much smaller (though it cov­
ers a much larger area), and lhe Federation and Honey producers 
have strong political agendas that keep them together. EAS, though, 
is typical of regional groups in olher disciplines. 

And. though goals. scope and area served vary greatly among 
Lhese groups there is one lhing Lhese three groups have in com­
mon, besides, of course, their common bond of beekeeping (which, 
as we all know, is less of a bond lhan one might suspect - hence 
the many political agendas lhal exist). 

All things considered, that one thmg is also what a ll success­
ful groups, beekeeping groups included, have in common. And that 
one thmg is lhe con tinuity person. Thal one person who is the 
keeper of the minutes. Lhe distributor of the information, the per­
son in the background who has lhe corporate memory that allows 
the group lo progress, without losing its bearings. and without 
losing Louch with ils past. Leaders come, and leaders go. Commit­
tee chairs rise to occasion, then recede back into the audience. 
Project leaders plan, execute and disappear. But, in my humble 
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opinion, the pillars of these success­
ful groups are the secretaries. Those 
people who actually keep track of 
things. Who remind the leaders 
what it is they are supposed to do. 
Who record the successes of the 
committee chairs and project lead­
ers. Who remember what worked 
last time, and what d idn't, and why. 

The three groups I've mentioned 
have really, really good people who 
hold that position. Not glorious, not 
famous , and mostly taken for 
granted. A not uncommon situation. 
Bul after a dozen or so years of 
watching groups. those I've seen 
thal are long-Le'rm successful all 
have Lhal person. 

So. From where I sit, I salute 
a ll those people who do this job. Who 
keep il all together. And keep us all 
go ing in lhe righl direction. We 
couldn't do il without you. From an 
industry that needs thal prodding, 
Lhat organization, that effort. 
Thanks. 

Next month are the two major, 
and one almost major national meet­
ings. And. although strongly poliLi­
cal. they are also strongly educa­
tional. I still don't know a fraction 
ofwhal I should, and as much as I'd 
like to think you can gel it all here. 
you can't. 

Try and gel Fort Worth, San Di­
ego or Albuquerque in your plans in 
January. You'll be a heller bee­
keeper. and you mighl just Hnd a 
better way lo keep your hive tool 
sharp, and your smoker lit. And give 
your Secretary an 'atta boy' the next 
lime you meet. They deserve it. 

Continued on Page 38 

A Salute; 
A Warning; 
Walter T. 
Kelley's 75th 
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KEEP IN TOUCH 
Wrlle: Editor, 623 w. Uberlv SI., 

Medina, OH 44256 
FAX: 330-725-5624 
EMAIL: KIM@AIROOT.COM 

Winking In The Dark 
I was recently looking for a 

service formerly advertised in your 
classified ads, but could not find 
it. For years I have depended on 
those ads lo see what might be 
available, and even though 1 might 
not have an immediate need, U1e 
"classifieds" always get read. 

I would like lo encourage 
anyone having a service or product 
to offer beekeepers, and a small 
budget. to advertise in your 
classified section; sooner or later, 
many readers will tum inlo cus­
tomers. 

A number of years ago when I 
was Just starting in business, I 
received a solicitation from the 
local school of nursing lo place an 
ad in their yearbook. The letter 
said "Trying to do business wilh­
out advertising is like winking at 
someone in the dark - no one 
knows what you are doing except 
you!" I gave them an ad, never 
again winked at someone in the 
dark, and have been thankful lo 
them ever since. 

Thomas B. Ross 
Massillon, OH 

Way To Go, Dod 
In recenl issues there has 

been some bashing of Mark 
Winston's column of June '99 
about becoming and being a 
professor. 

I think U1ese critics are 
missing an important point. 

When I attended college, in my 
first class of my firsl day of the 
first year, a wise scholar stood 
before us and U1e firs t thing he 
said was, "While en route to 
obtaining your degree. don'L forget 
to get an education." The meaning 
was clear and I have never forgot­
ten the advise. 

IL means the more we know 
about the world around us, U1e 
better we will be at whatever we 
specialize in. I've found that 
learning things outside my own 
field helps me feel good about 
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MAILBOX 
myself, I become bored less easily, 
I can better understand oilier 
peoples' problems and my own 
problems tend to be less 
earthshak1ng. Also learning 
anyU1ing is good brain exercise. 
That alone helps our brains stay 
healthy which allows us to become 
even better at whatever we do. 

Professor Winston sometimes 
deviates from bees and bee stu.ff, 
but the education we gain from 
him can and should be at least as 
important as his bee knowledge. 

I hope Dr. Winston never 
stops his monU1ly column and 
doesn't ever change his format. 

Dan Wieland 
Davenpox:t IA 

Editorial Policy! 
Glenn (Gibson) tells me that 

you will not be able to attend our 
meeting in Albuquerque. I am 
sorry to hear that. It is difficult for 
me lo understand how you would 
publish an article like "Wise Guy." 
There are important issues that 
our induslry needs to address but 
not through an anonymous forum. 
Anyone with an opinion worth 
printing is worth signing and that 
is a ll there is to it! Members of 
USB have taken a strong stand and 
don't mind standing up for what 
they believe. We sign our work and 
you should do the same. 

In Albuquerque we will make 
plans and discuss issues that will 
affect our induslry. As editor of a 
National publication it is difficult 
for me lo understand how you 
could miss U1is meeting if you 
intend on staying informed. 

Jerry Stroope 
U.S. Beekeepers 

Alvin, TX 

Pollen Controversy 
I am an avid reader of informa­

tion provided by bee researchers 
but I am really put off when that 
information violates common 
sense or is contrary to what I see 

in my own hive. My beef of the 
moment is some of the remarks 
regarding pollen collection from 
the Apimondia conference. 

Where do nurse bees get the 
pollen they require when feeding 
brood in late December and 
January as the queen begins egg 
laying again? They get it from 
stored pollen, of course. Pollen 
which was collected in excess of 
current use needs the previous 
Summer and Fall. The major 
characteristic which distinguishes 
honey bees from bumble bees is 
that the former collects surplus 
quantities. A gargantuan surplus 
of neclar, when it is available. The 
urge lo collect is the basis of our 
whole industry. I have the notion 
U1at bees forage their territory and 
collect all the nectar they can find, 
at least from those species of 
flowers they favor. 

Ditto with pollen. As I write 
this the third week of October in 
this suburb of Seattle. my bees are 
bringing in pollen like mad. Much 
more than they did a month ago. 
They already have more pollen 
stored than they will consume 
before fresh pollen is available in 
February and March. The queen 
has substantially reduced her rate 
of egg laying from that of last 
Summer so the current need for 
pollen is decreasing substantially. 

Now I fmd believable research­
ers' reports that bees forage more 
eagerly for pollen if the hive's 
supplies are inadequate, or 
perhaps even marginal, for their 
then current needs. But I have a 
challenge for them: Determine 
experimen tally how many frames 
of pollen you have to insert into a 
hive in order to cause fue foragers 
to discontinue bringing in pollen 
altogetl1er, or very nearly so. Now 
that really would be convincing! 

Skunks 

Dan Hendricks 
Mercer Is land, WA 

Our friend, the skunk made 
Continued on Next Page 
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the cover of the October '99 
American Bee JoumaL They cer­
tainly can be a pesky predator of 
bees, especially when the hives 
are fiat on the ground as in the 
cover photo. However, they don't 
deserve to be killed because of the 
beekeeper's negligence or laziness. 
A recent letter writer boasted of 
live trapping skunks then drowning 
them! I'm a Christmas Lree grower 
as well as a beekeeper and con­
sider the skunks to be desirable 
animals to have around a farm. 
They are largely insectivores and 
I'm always grateful when I discover 
a nest of yellow jackets that has 
been excavated and dined on by a 
skunk. I'm sure they eat lots of 
other inspect pests as well. I've 
tried all the conventional ways of 
discouraging the skunks as well as 
live trapping and relocating them 
which is only a temporary cure. 
What works well for me is to 
elevate the hives aboul 18 inches 
off the ground either on cement 
blocks or on wooden racks where 
multiple colonies are kept. Using 2 
x 8 treated lumber wilh three 
colonies to a rack one point 
straight out and the other two at 
opposing angles (discourages 
drifting). I'm only 5'6" tall and 
except for honey removal the 
colonies are just the right height 
for the numerous 'bendless' 
inspections made during the nine 
months of the year when no honey 
supers are on. 

Bob Cory 
Dunkirk, MD 

No More Skunks 
I've heard enough about killing 

skunks. If I have a yard bothered 
by skunks, I use my handy-dandy 
fencer. Drive in 1 x 2 stakes, drive 
insulators on top, install small 
gauge wire and in about 20 min­
utes my skunk problems are over. 
1 also use my fencer to keep deer, 
rabbits and ground hogs out of the 
garden. 

Charles Leitner 
Troy, IL 

Idea From Necessity 
I make my own bottomboards, 

8 

so when I am reversing the hive 
bodies in early Spring I start with 
a clean extra bottomboard, put it 
on the fir st hive, clean the one I 
took off and go to the next hive. 
This is where the problem comes 
in, my reducing cleats are not the 
same length. They're either 1/8" 
short or 1/8" too long. So I came 
up with this idea. Cut the side rail 
off the bottomboard, the thickness 
of your cleat and you can slide 
your cleat in from the side. Make it 
a little longer so you have some­
thing to grip. Advantages when 
cleaning out dead bees, slide it 
out, no need to break the seal on 
lhe hive body. In case of robbing 
close it down to a one bee en­
trance. To shut the hive up com­
pletely for moving or repair push it 
all the way in. And best of all, one 
size fits all. 

Jack Sullivan 
Chesterfield, IL 

Apitherapy On Web 
Thanks to Tom Sanford for his 

fine article on Apitherapy in the 
October '99 Bee Culture inclu ding 
progress made by the American 
Apitherapy Society. Especially 
meaningful is the timing of this 
increased interest in Apitherapy as 
a proper tribute to Charles Mraz 
who devoted his life to healing 
others with bee venom. 

Updating the information on 
the MS please note that the new 
address is MS, 5390 Grande Road, 
Hillsboro, OH 45133, phone 
937.364.1108, FAX937.364.9109. 
The MS continues to serve as an 
effective vehicle for advancing the 
investigation of Apitherapy and 
publishes timely articles in its 
quarterly newsletter "Bee In­
formed." 

Dr. Ross Hauser of Oak Park, 
IL is conducting bee venom re­
search on MS patients and expects 
to report his fmdings soon. As of 
December 1997 he announced that 
no more MS patients were needed 
for this program. 

I am pleased to see mention of 
the detailed "Do's and Don'ts 
guide for apitherapy therapists 
which I wrote and which was first 
published in a 1994 issue of "Bee 
Well" (the predecessor of the MS 
"Bee Informed"). This ethics guide 
was used as a course outline by 

Louise Estupinian during the 1997 
MS Knowledge Review Course and 
it stresses the importance of 
sharing our knowledge and helping 
people. This is done without cost 
as our teacher Charles Mraz has 
always suggested. 

In Tom's article it is stated 
that honey, propolis, pollen , and 
royal jelly 'may provide significant 
income to beekeepers', however 
bee venom cannol be given for 
money as it is "practicing medicine 
without a license." 

I am the Catskill, NY bee­
keeper who raised and continues 
to raise the controversial issue of 
increased sensitivity to bee venom 
while the person is taking some 
anti-inflammatory drugs. There are 
additional reports of severe allergic 
reactions when NSAIDS and bee 
venom are used together. These 
persons have no adverse reaction 
from either agent alone and the 
reaction is shown to be reversible 
as soon as one agent is discontin­
ued. 

This and many other fascinat­
ing topics are regularly reported by 
the American Apitherapy Society. 
Join us in supporting this effort in 
the continuing search for truth. 

Dick Johnson, Beekeeper 
Member MS 

Praising Mann Lake 
A while back I ordered Honey 

Robber from Mann Lake. What a 
happy surprise when it arrived. It 
was packed so well. I just want to 
tell everyone about it. Thanks 
Mann Lake, for handling my order. 

Monte Abbott, Sr. 
Newburn, TN 

Keeper Of The Bees 
When I received our copy of 

Bee Culture today, a chill went all 
over me - to see the beehive 
shrouded in black. That's how we 
feel - the bees and I. You see 
we've lost our keeper of the bees 
for 55 years. 

Beecher Russell Ingram 
passed away April 1 7, 1999 of a 
heart attack. He was 78 years old. 
He always told us when his time 
came to go, let it be in his beeyard 
with his boots on! He didn't quite 
make it - he was at home. 9:00 at 
night. 

~ BEE CULTURE 



MAllBOX 
He dearly loved his bees. You 

see they made him walk again! 
When he came home crippled from 
lhe war - one day a swarm of bees 
landed on our fence. He put them 
in a cardboard box, then made a 
super and home for the bees. 

He received several stings -
began to feel better. Started to 
walk with crutches and then a 
cane. Every sling helped. He 
encouraged the bees to sting him 
everyday. First thing I knew there 
were more hives - lhen beeyards -
then honey plants. Something he 
could do that has lasted 55 years 
and enjoyed .it. 

He has been a state bee 
inspector for both Fayette and 
Ross Counties. Has helped many 
children and adults gel started In 
beekeeping. 

Bees are an interesting 
subject! When you think you know 
it all - you find you've a lot to 
learn. 

Beecher devoted his life to his 
bees. So in respect we had two 
large straw skeps engraved on his 
monumenl - so lhat he can forever 
keep his bees. 

Beecher and I have always 
enjoyed Bee Culture. Autumn 
mornings was a nice picture - just 
lonely memories for me now. 

Beecher is survived by his wife 
of 57 years. a son and daughter. 
five grandchildren and two great­
grandchildren a ll who love the 
bees and honey. 

Helen B. Ingram 
Washington CH, OH 

Almonds vs . Honey 
I read wilh great inlerest the 

thought provoking letter of Lyle 
Johnston in which he expounded 
upon the alleged advanlages of 
s upporting the California Almond 
Board rather lhan the National 
Honey Board. I consider Lyle a 
friend and I certainly respect his 
righl to express his views. however 
I strongly disagree wilh the 
premise lhal we beekeepers 
should supporl the Almond Board 
instead of the National Honey 
Board. 

As a commercial beekeeper 
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and honey producer, I too am 
extremely concerned about low 
honey prices, mites and hive 
beetles, as well as bee losses from 
pesticides and other serious 
problems facing our industry, but 
unlike Lyle, 1 do not blame the 
National Honey Board for these 
problems. 

The Almond Board is not 
capab1e of solving all the problems 
confronting the almond industry, 
nor is the Honey Board capable of 
solving all the problems facing the 
honey industry. Both boards. 
however. are valuable tools and 
have provided positive benefi ts to 
their respective industries. 

The Honey Board has in­
creased consumer awareness of 
honey and honey products while 
keeping the positive perception of 
our product well over 90%1 This 
year, for the firsl time ever. the 
NHB received over two million 
dollars in assessments by the end 
of July (this represents over 200 
million pounds of honey) indicating 
a very strong demand for honey. 
Total assessments received as of 
the end of September were up 15% 
over 1998. Granted, this strong 
demand provides only half of the 
price equation. Unfortunately, a 
more than adequate supply of 
honey is the other half of the 
equation, and the result Is that 
the current producer price is 
extremely low. The Honey Board 
can only work on the demand side 
of the price equation and cannot 
do anything abou t the supply s ide, 
at this time. 

While driving the demand for 
honey Is the main objective, the 
National Honey Board does much 
more for the industry. For ex­
ample, the NHB funded research 
in the area of honey and health 
shows great promise for the future 
of the honey market. Preliminary 
research has shown that certain 
varieties are higher In anti­
oxidants, and ll is quite possible 
that certain USA honeys have 
higher anti-microbial activity or 
some other attribute that can set 
them a part from others. Many 
honey packers are now including a 
warning not to feed honey to 
infants on their product labels. 
Who can answer the consumer 
questions regarding infant botu­
lism, or other technical questions 

about honey, in a professional 
manner better than the Nationa l 
Honey Board? Will the Almond 
Board do any of this for us? 

There Is no question that the 
Almond Board has accomplished 
many greal things for the almond 
industry. Their advertising and 
promotional efforts have helped to 
drive the demand for the increas­
ingly larg~ California almond crop. 
When an over supply of almonds 
threatens the market price, they 
can withhold a portion of the crop 
from the market in an attempt to 
bolster prices, as they have done 
again this year. (The Honey Board 
cannot do this with hon ey.) 

The Almond Board has also 
been very generous with pollina­
tion research dollars. some of 
which have helped the likes of 
Drs. Rob Page. Marla Spivak. 
Diana Sammalaro. and other bee 
scientists of note. Often. the 
Almond B~ard has provided contri­
butions matching those of the 
California Stale Beekeepers 
Association in funding particular 
research projects, for which we are 
very grateful. However, it must be 
noted that the Almond Board has 
annually spent a portion of their 
pollination research budget 
searching for a lternative pollina­
lors lo supplement or replace our 
honey bees. 

In spite of the great progress 
made by the Almond Board in 
growing the market for a lmonds, 
the almond industry, like the bee 
industry, is facing tough economic 
Limes due to low prices. On a 
percentage basis the almond 
producer has experienced a greater 
reduction in prices than has the 
honey producer over the past three 
years. The average price of a l­
monds has plummeted from 
approximalely $2.50 per pound In 
1996 to $.80 in 1999. This is a 
reduction of 68%1 

I believe il is important lo 
note that in the midsl of this 
depressed almond market. the 
almond industry voted overwhelm­
ingly (90% by number - 88% by 
volume), in a referendum held this 
past Summer, to a llow the Almond 
Board to continue to serve the 
almond industry for five more 
years. Obviously the almond 
industry has a vision of the future 
in which they see the need to 

Continued on Next Page 
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MAllBOX 
continue helping themselves, 
through the efforts of the Almond 
Board , despite the current low 
market price of almonds. 

I hope that we in the beekeep­
ing industry have the foresight to 
see that we too need to continue 
to help ourselves to a more 
prosperous future. 

Gene Brandi 
Los Banos, CA 

Sun Lit Honey 
This is a photo of our shop 

with our honey on display in the 
window with the s un back-lighting 
the honey. We thought you may 
like to see how beautiful nature 
can color our world. Honey should 
always be back lighted for selling 
at its best. 

Kathy Nofsinger 
Jackson , WI 

Between Pests 
I nrs t became acquainted with 

Tracheal mites Spring of 1989 
when I lost three colonies packed 
with honey. The two previous years 
my colonies averaged 80 and 92 
pounds of honey production per 
colony and I was closing in on my 
goal of 100 pounds/colony which 
s ignificantly higher lhan the 25 
pound average here in southern 
Maryland. Since the onslaughl of 
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mites my beekeeping practices 
have not only drastically changed 
but in all respects I am a much 
better beekeeper than during the 
pre-mite era. For example I now 
keep five or six five-frame nuclear 
colonies, a ready source of queens 
or frames of young bees and/or 
brood. My Winter losses have been 
cut to less than 1 % with strong 
colonies coming through the 
Winter. I now use a modified 
Demaree method of swarm control 
whereby an early split goes over 
top of a double screen divider 
board over the mother colony. The 
split is either requeened with a 
commercial queen or allowed to 
develop its own queen. run as a 
two-queen colony for several 
weeks. then reunited with the 
mother colony a t the beginning of 
our main n ectar flow. abou t the 
10th of May. All honey s upers are 
extracted by late June. Queen 
excluders are used on every colony 
and the extracted combs, all of 
which have never had brood in 
them, are stored wet in an outdoor 
shed until the following Spring. No 
wax moth treatment needed for 
this method. No mid-Summer or 
late honey is removed letting the 
colonies go into Winter with 
adequate stores. Dry sugar is fed 
to the occasional super strong 
colony that puts all its stores into 
brood production. 

Mite control begins early 
August wh en tri-weekly checks for 
Varroa show up on an ether roll 
test. Tracheal mites are controlled 
September 15 when a 3" by 5" piece 
of corrugated cardboard smeared 
with 1/4" of Crisco grease (no 
s ugar added) and imbedded with 
two tablespoons of menthol 
crystals is placed on the top of the 
frames of the top brood box. The 
Mentholated cardboard is then 
moved three Limes a l about 10-day 
intervals to oppos ite com ers. The 
cardboard remains in the colony 
the resl of the year. No other 
medications are used. 

This year all 20 colonies 
s urvived in great sh ape. Fourteen 
splits were made, seven new 
queens were introduced and seven 
produced their own queens. The 20 
colonies produced 60 full Illinois 
supers of extracted honey and four 
shallow supers of comb honey for 
over 2 ,100 pounds! The cool dry 

weather of May and June was a big 
factor in this success story. I'm 
now ready for the next challenge, 
THE SMALL HIVE BEETLE. 

Bob Cory 
Dunkirk, MD 

Water Lettuce 
In Mailbox of your October 

issue, a letter from Steven P. 
Keller recommended 'water lettuce' 
for watering bees. Does it have a 
scientific name and where can I 
gel il? I called several nurseries to 
no avail. 

• 

A. Norman Bantz 
Tuckahoe, NY 

The scientific name for the 
plant that Steven P. Keller talks 
about in the October issue is 
called (I believe) Salvinia molesta. 
This plant is a lso· known as Giant 
Salvinia, Kariba weed, and 
Aquarium watermoss. It is incred­
ibly invasive, and has b een banned 
in the U.S. If this is the same 
plant, it should, dispite its bee­
watering advanlages, be destroyed. 
You can fmd out more about Giant 
Salvinia at www.sdafs.org/ 
reservor /news/release/ 
salvania.hlm 

Glass Houses 

Joe Gatesman 
Columbus, OH 

The last few articles by the 
Wise Guy have brought to mind 
the old proverb advising people 
living in glass h ouses to be careful 
when throwing s lones. Hon ey 
producers in the U.S. face very real 
and grave problems. Pests and 
diseases on one hand and low 
prices and the lack of government 
support. on the other reduce the 
incenlive for staying in the busi­
ness pretty much to the pure joy of 
it. Unfortunately joy does not pay 
the mortgage. Complex global 
economic and trade issues com­
bined with a strong dollar put U.S. 
producers of many agricultural 
products including honey a t a 
dislinct disadvantage. Overcoming 
these disadvantages will not be 
easy and will require the best 
efforts of all of us. Imagination. 
direction, and support from indus-
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try and goverrimen t leaders is 
absolutely essen tial. Con tamina­
tion by illegal or inappropriate 
chemical applicaUon , adulteration 
by any form or production in any 
but strictly hygienic conditions are 
the enemy of a ll producers no 
matter their size or location. 
These enemies are not confined by 
na tiona l borders but by con­
science. We all must ene['gelically 
protect and promote the public 
image of honey as a pure. whole­
some. and healthy product. The 
best way to do this is to produce 
honey of impeccable quality and to 
educate the public of this quality. 
Quali ty standards and ins pection 
will benefit all dedicated producers 
and help identify and weed out 
honey tha t does not meet these 
standards, no matter ils origin. 

Paul Hoslicka 
Kingston, WA 

Enjoys Wise Guy 
Just wanted Lo tell you how 

much we enjoy ''The Wise Guy" 
article in your magazine. He or she 
really tells il like it is. 

Oul here in the west we are 
now having lhe same problems 
with (some) packers pulling out 
phony honey. One packer told me 
that they find all kinds of garbage 
in some barrels of imported honey 
. .. automotive brake s hoes, 
engine parts, cigarelle bulls. And, 
of course. the usual dead mice, 
earwigs. s piders and other insects 
not identifiable. 

You can filler out lhe solids 
and make il look clean but the 
juices from these things s till 
remain , and leave an odor and a 
taste tha l is turning people off. 
Cus tomers have brought me over 
some of il and il smelled terrible. I 
would nol even lasle the stuff. I 
put it out for the bees lo rob out 
and they would nol Louch il either. 
So ils easy lo see why honey 
consumption is down. And il will 
keep on going down unless we find 
a way lo get that phony honey off 
the market. Hobbyist and sidelin­
ers are having a ball with this as 
more people are driving out lo 
these small apiaries and paying 

December l 999 

·ce the price of what they can tw1 
bu 
be 
th 
0 
so 
un 

y it out of the store for, just to 
able to get the good honey that 

ey have been used to getting. 
n ee you have s melled and tasted 
me of this phony honey you will 
derstand why. 

Now for the good news. One of 
honey bottlers has started our 

m aking honey mead. He has two 
1 .000-gallon stainless steel tanks 

at he brews il in. It really sells th 
an 
fa 
m 

d he cannot make enough of it 
st enough. He has ordered three 
ore of these 1,000-gallon tanks. 

ll takes 1.000 pounds of honey to 
C harge each one. So this is helping 

e honey market so long as it th 
['e mains popular. 

As a hobbyist beekeeper we do 
ot produce all the honey we can 
ell lo people that want real pure 

n 
s 
h 
s 

oney. with that pure honey flavor 
o we refer them to other hobby-
sls until they are sold out . too. 

e have a little sticker that we w 
p ut on each jar that reads. "We 
0 wn the bees, we harves t and 
b ottle the honey, and we sell it 

irecl to the cons umer, so you d 
kn 
n 

ow you are getting pure. clean, 
atural honey, produced by honey 

b ees. Harvested and bottled in a 
Late inspected plant. So clean .. we s 

ar e one of our best cus tomers. 
Many of our customers lell us 

that it is the best honey they ever 
lasted. We tell them il is the 
n atural flavor of the local flowers. 
nothing added, nothing taken 
away. If we are going to regain our 
markets all the honey on the 
grocers' shelves should be so 
honored . 

Ancel Goolsbey 
Spokane, WA 

ITALIAN 
QUEENS 

Frank & Shert Pendell 
P.O. Box 40 

Stonyford, CA 95979 
(530) 963-3062 

PENDELL APIARIES 

Gentle and Productive 
Queens 

Al Norton Apiaries 
3 04 Coldwater Creek Rd. • Taft, TN 38488 

(931) 425-6890 

C.F. KOEHNEN 
& SONS, INC. 

Quality & Service Since 1907 

Queens & Packages: 
Italians & Carniolans 

3131 Hwy 45 • Glenn, CA 95943 
(530) 891-5216 • (530) 934-5216 

www.koehnen.com 
Koehnen Queens ... 

It's "Just a Queen• to ou but a re utation to us .. . 

Browning Cut Stock 
P.O. Box Box 439 • Juliaetta, ID 83535 
Ponderosa Pine Boxes & Frames 
9-5/8 Commercial Hive Bodies-$6.70 
9-5/8 Budget Hive Bodies- $5.00 
7-5/8 Commercial Supers-$5.50 
6-5/8 & 5-11/16 Supers-$4.00 
9-1/8 2& Better Frames-$0.42 
7-1 /4, 6-1 /4 & 5-3/8 Frames-$0.40 
Min. Order $175.00 

Ph one (208) 276-3494 FAX 3491 
8 -5 Pacific / Prices FOB Mill 

No Clowning Aro1.1nd 
jllSt fhe Best Labels in town 

, For samples of our honey lab!:1~ s~n~ ~~O~ ----------- -R.M. FARMS 
P.O. Box684 

Dearborn Heights, Ml 48127-0684 
Ph. (734) 722-7727 - Fax (734) 729-7826 

Manufacturers of all types of Pressure Sensitive Labels 
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DECEMBER -REGIONAL HONEY PRICE REPORT 

Region 1 

Region 4 

Wholesale and bulk prices down a 
bit. Pails way down and retail flat. 
Producers plan on increasing prices 
a bit, and keeping costs in check 
to compensate for only average 
year. 

Region 2 
Prices down across the board , es­
pecially bulk and wholesale since 
last month. Most producers will 
keep tighter reins on cos ts next 
year, but some expansions planned 
as income at or near nominal for 
many. Biggest problems were inef­
ficient operations leading to too­
late management. 

Prices down for bulk, wholesale and 
retail, but steady for pails. Produc­
e rs plan overwhelmingly to in­
c rease prices next year to com­
pensate for this year's low prices, 
but plan to stay about the same 
size. Spring swarms, not moving 
to better locations and late har­
vests were problems. 

Region 5 

Region 3 
Bulk and ,vholesale prices down, 
pails up, retail steady. Producers 
are looking at increasing prices 
next year and expanding to in­
crease income. Need to become 
more efficient to do so, and those 
are the goals. 

Although some individual products 
have moved up or down drastically 
(wholesale I# for instance) over­
all prices are steady. Producers plan 
on increasing prices next year but 
on ly a little as income has re­
mained steady. 

Region 6 
Retail pail prices up a bit, but ev­
erything else fairly steady since last 
month. Increasing prices and re-

Reporting Regions 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Extracted honey sold bulk to Packers or Processors 
Wholesale Bulk 
60# Light (retail) 69.95 65.83 85.83 76.57 75.00 69.50 58.86 66.00 
60# Amber (retail) 66.00 61.13 76.02 70.67 56.50 63.00 60.00 69.00 
55 gal. Light 0.62 0.63 0.55 0.61 0.61 0.65 0.60 0.61 
55 gal. Amber 0.57 0.58 0.48 0.58 0.58 0.55 0.59 0.58 

Who lesale - Case Lots 
1/2# 24's 27.71 27.99 26.55 30.93 26.55 27.83 27.43 26.55 
1# 24's 42.77 43.07 43.38 41.12 43.38 42.50 43.35 39.00 
2# 12'S 37.46 35.35 40.16 42.29 40.16 38.30 37.96 40.11 
12 oz. Plas. 24's 35.42 35.70 34.25 35.27 34.25 28.20 35.65 35.44 
5# 6's 39.75 37.73 41.51 45.38 41 .51 44.00 40.72 39.00 
Retail Honey Prices 
1/2# 1.78 1.52 2.83 2.17 2.83 1.78 1.63 1.81 
12 oz. Plastic 2.18 2.05 2.27 2.19 2.27 2.11 1.98 2.25 
1 lb. Glass 2.65 2.44 2.76 2.83 2.17 2.60 2.41 2.61 
2 lb. Glass 4.31 3.90 4.47 4.75 4.00 3.89 4.28 5.05 
3 lb. Glass 6.21 7.21 6.94 6.43 5.00 6.40 5.85 6.60 
4 lb. Glass 7.48 7.29 8.10 8.01 8.10 6.53 7.96 8.19 
5 lb. Glass 8.99 9.10 9.57 9.48 7.13 8.08 8.93 11.94 
1# Cream 3.37 3.28 4.20 3.69 4.20 2.82 2.65 3.25 
1# Comb 4 .07 3.96 4.05 4.00 4 .05 4.50 3.84 3.96 
Round Plastic 3 .68 3.09 3.94 3.75 3.94 4.00 2.91 4.75 
Wax (Light) 1.59 1.65 1.60 1.63 1.25 2.33 1.63 1.88 
Wax (Dark) 1.27 1.71 1.40 1.11 1.08 2.00 1.37 1.28 
Poll. Fee/Col. 37.60 41 .38 28.00 35.17 30.00 35.00 39.60 39.00 
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ing to inc rease income balanced 
expanding and no crop and ha r­
vesting late as problems. 

Region 9 
All products steady to down just a 
bit since fast month. Like others, 
reducing costs and increasing prices 
necessary to make up for reduced 
crops, and income this year. Not 
feeding when necessary, and not 
moving to better pasture, cited by 
many as problem, but not expand­
ing in good areas a lso a drawback. 

ducing costs important next year 
to keep incomes steady. Not mov­
ing to better pasture, and not ex­
panding were cited as problems. 

Region 10 
Pail prices down a bit but every­
thing e lse about s teady. Reducing 
costs, or selling out are on lots of 
balance sheets this Fall, but in­
comes were a bit higher, though 
costs higher still. Slow start and 
selling too. low cited as problems. 

Region 7 

Region 11 

Retail prices including pails a bit 
lower overall since last month, but 
the rest remain fairly steady. Most 
producers looking to reduce costs 
next year to compensate for aver­
age or reduced incomes. Increas­
ing efficiencies by planning bet­
ter, harvesti ng on time and reduc­
ing swarms with help. 

Retail she lf and pail prices have 
dropped, but bulk and wholesale 
prices steady. Few changes planned, 
but dropping in size on the minds 
of some, and ignoring AHB swarms 
top the list. 

Region 8 
Retail prices increasing just a little 
since last month, but bulk, whole­
sale and pails steady. Increasing 
prices and reducing costs impor­
tant for next season to make up 
for lower than average incomes 
this year. Swarms, and not increas-

Region 12 
Pail prices a bit lower, bulk higher, 
wholesale steady and retail all over 
the map. Reducing costs important 
for next year, with only average 
incomes reported. Pests the big­
gest problem mentioned. 

History 
9 10 11 12 Summary Last Last 

Ran11e Av11. Month Yr. 

n .10 62.00 91.67 63.50 42.00-145.00 70.48 73.89 57.72 
79.15 62.00 80.83 58.00 36.00-125.00 67.05 70,28 56.21 
0.67 0.60 0.68 0.57 0.51-0.68 0.63 0.67 0.68 
0.56 0.58 0.58 0.57 0.46-0.60 0.57 0.60 0.63 

30.00 26.55 26.48 25.00 24.50-38.40 29.01 • 29.17 28.94 
44.97 43.80 46.20 46.35 24.00-62.40 43.75 42.57 42.33 
37.67 33.00 35.80 38.67 29.40-52.80 38.29 39.06 39.02 
36.88 38.40 39.63 36.70 26.40-50.00 36.35 36.87 36.71 
41.73 37.50 40.70 37.75 31.50-52.00 41 .02 43.01 41 .10 

2.60 1.59 2.45 1.75 1.19-3.00 1.81 1.91 1.85 
2.48 2.36 2.63 2.22 1.39-3.20 2.22 2.23 2.21 
3.10 2.55 3.36 2.76 1.58-4.00 2.70 2.81 2.72 
4.30 4.02 4.51 4.44 3.00-6.00 4.40 4.65 4.53 
6.25 5.77 6.57 5.67 4.00-10.50 6.32 6.55 6.27 
7.00 8.10 8.10 8.20 6.00-10.50 7.79 7.73 7 .89 
9.00 7.90 9.43 8.62 7.00-12.50 9.21 9.38 9.21 
6.23 4.78 3.86 2.91 2.25-6.95 3.39 3.32 3.32 
4.88 4.05 5.38 4.53 1.95-6.00 4.21 4.04 4.21 
6.00 3.94 4.63 4.37 2.00-6.00 3.82 k 3.89 3.65 
2.50 1.72 1.35 2.19 1.10-3.50 1.57 1.75 2.36 
2.00 1.06 1.12 1.95 0.90-3.00 1.27 1.51 2.09 

20.00 37.88 50.00 39.60 20.00-55.00 38.65 . 39.14 37.96 
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COLONY 
QUILT 

COLONY QUILT is made from a 
patented combination of foam and 
polyethylene which provides a 
thermal blanket for better wintering. 

THE BEST WINTER 
PACKAGING AVAILABLE 

• INDESTRUCTIBLE 
Can't break, crack or deteriorate from 
exposure to sun, snow, ice or water. 

• EASY TO INSTALL 
Reduce labor to wrap a colony or group 
of colonies to a matter of seconds. 

• LIGHTWEIGHT 
225 foot roll weighs only a few pounds 
and is easy to store and transport. Only 
1/4"thick. 

• FLEXIBLE 
Easy to adapt to any size or type of 
equipment, standard or not with no 
special preparations or loss in 
effectiveness. 

• HI-R VALUE 
6.2 (More than 3-1/2" of glass insula­
tion). Not just a windbreak, actually holds 
heat in resulting in looser clusters and 
better overwintering. 

• INEXPENSIVE 
Wrap your colonies for as little as $1.70/ 
colony and use for years and years. 

Christmas Ideas 
, • Books, gloves, bee 

., mugs, bee Rins and 
•• gift certificates. ¥ " 

• Unique Gift Containers 
• Craftwax, Candle IVlolds 

and Ornament Sheets ·• 

Available only from 

B & B HONEY FARM 
Rt. 2 • Box 245 • Houston, MN 55943 
Information Line 507.896.3955 

FAX 507.896.4134 
Order Line Only 
800.342.4811 

FREE CATALOG 
December 1999 

THE 

WISE GUY 

Why do we have so many orga­
n izations that represent the honey 
industry? Are all of them working to 
better our indu stry? Let's look at the 
players. First, you have the beekeep­
ers - whose sole function is to pro­
duce ... honey. They sell their prod­
uct to a honey packer or to other 
wholesalers who in turn distribute 
to other outlets. Seems like a pretty 
small business with very few play­
ers. 

There are four major groups that 
represent beekeepers - The Ameri­
can Beekeeping Federation (ABF). 
The American Honey Producers As­
sociation (AHPA), The U.S. Beekeep­
ers (USB) and Sioux Honey. The 
Honey Packers and Dealers Associa­
lion and Sioux Honey represent the 
packing industry. Somewhere in this 
is the National Honey Board (NHB). 

The AHPA and the USB want to 
promote the use of domestic honey. 
Sioux Honey supports its United 
States based producers and shares 
profi ts with tl1ose producers while 
it only imports a fraction of the 
honey they sell. They produce a prod­
uct lhat is excellent on the shelf and 
improves our image. 

The ABF seems to be a mix of 
all of these. They represent beekeep­
ers, but also have packers on their 
board. They supported the anti­
dumping action against the Chi­
nese, but some feel the $500,000 
spent may not have been a good idea. 
When lhe honey loan program was 
being worked on in Washington re­
cently with a loan rate of 59.3¢ per 
pound one insider s uggested that 
the ABF was talking to legislators 
about a 40¢ per pound price because 
if lhe program was announced at 56¢ 
per pound, it would set world -price. 
This begs the question: What would 
40¢ do? 

The National Honey Board's Ex­
ecutive Committee has four of its 
five positions filled by packers. Re­
cently, the USDA was asked by some 
beekeepers to purchase 10 million 
pounds of honey for tl1e school lunch 

program. 1_'he only industry objection 
came from the Honey Dealers and 
Packers Association. Sioux Honey 
supports the purchase idea, while 
the ABF remained quiet. The Na­
tional Honey Board said it was a 
poli tical issue so they took no stand. 
Does lhal mean the packers on the 
Honey Board opposed it? 

The Almond Board went to the 
USDA lo purchase 40 to 50 million 
pounds of almonds due to low prices 
and a surplus of almonds. This is 
the same Almond Board that has 
given more money to Bee Research 
than the honey industry. Similarly . 
the USDA purchased surplus buffalo 
meat recently from members of tl1e 
buffalo program. 

Why do we h ave all of these 
groups? I believe there are some 
people in this country that want to 
splinter beekeepers. The more apart 
they keep them the more money 
there is to be made. In fact, I be­
lieve there are selfish reasons for 
having us all in separate corners. If 
you read the American Bee Jownal 's 
two-part article written in t h e 
Argenlinia you will see what I am 
talking about. 

Join an organization and join 
one that supports you and your 
ideas. Don't join just to belong. 

'U'c:.te tJ&f 

SAFE HIVE 
Observalion hive - It's patented 

l ½ Frame $65 - 1 Frame $35 
+ $ 15 S&H (U.S.A.) 

P&S SUPPLY 
*Free - Brochure* =c P.O. Box 461 J1lllliJ 

Schererville. IN 46375 
Emall: SAFEHIVE@aol.com 

2 19.865.2898 
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The digital age allows cooperation by promoting com­
munication in many ways. This is well exhibited in the 
Mid-Atlantic Apiculture Research and Extension Con­
sortium (MAAREC). Information generated from bee­
keeping activity by several states (Delaware, Maryland, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia) is all pre­
sented through a central source, the MAAREC home 
page: http:/ / MAAREC.cas .psu.edu/index.html. 

This allows agencies to pool their resources and 
could very well be a model for dissemination of infor­
mation in the future. The MAARC home page is attrac­
tive and simple. A single graphic of a veiled beekeeper 
a dorns the right hand side and on the left in various 
colored text are links to items recently placed on the 
site. Prominently displayed is a link to the July 1999 
BeeAware Newsletter. This can be looked at either using 
Adobe's Acrobat® reader or a browser. The issue con­
tains an article on beekeeping in what is called the 
Delmarva Peninsula, between Delaware and Chesa­
peake bays. The region has Umiled commercial beekeep­
ing but an estimated 400 hobbyists/sideliners main­
tain some 7000 colonies. Many are used annually for 
pollination, primarily for cucurbits (cucumber, canta­
loupes, pumpkins. squash and watermelon) . ln the same 
issue is an article on trailer pollination. According to 
the authors, trailers make it easier to move quantities 
of bees into grower's o.rchards or fields and they prefer 
this to the traditional method of labor -intensive set­
ting off individual colonies. We have found that group­
ing colonies approximately 16 lo a trailer is a conve­
nient way to move lhem quickly into a nd out of areas 
where needed. The newsletter also describes efforts by 
Diana Sammataro and Scott Camazine to obtain sup-
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port for the MAAREC research program through the Food 
Quality Protection Act. Finally, the newsletter dis­
cusses poster presentations by students , and lists 
upcoming beekeeping events throughout the region. 

A link to a new fact sheet on small hive beetle is 
also prominently displayed on the MAAREC home page . 
This includes basic information on the beetle found in 
other publications and regulations concerning bees 
coming out of beetle-infested areas. Across the top of 
the home page is an interactive banner with a number 
of options. When accessing the topic, Apiculturists, 
one sees a list of bee inspectors, researchers, exten­
sion specialists and presidents of beekeeping associa­
tions. News contains articles on use of both couma­
phos and fluvalinate. A calendar of beekeeping events 
includes information from shorl courses and major bee­
keeping congresses. There is a lso a 11nk to information 
about the Penn State University's be ekeeping corre­
spondence course . which is one of the very few in the 
nation. Il consists of 10 lesson assignments, and there 
are no examinations. The cosl of $74 includes materi­
als and tuition. To register, contact: The Penn State 
University Department of Distance Education. Indepen­
dent Learning Program, 207 Mitchell Bldg, University 
Pa.rk, PA 16802, ph. 800.252.3592. A complete list of 
beekeeping groups is also available , including tl1e as­
sociations of a ll cooperating stales, as well as national 
groups, including the American Honey Producers, 
American Beekeeping Fe deration and National 
Honey Board. There is a lso a good description of one 
of the largest beekeeping groups, the Eastern Apicul­
tural Society, and its programs and awards, including 
the Master Beekeeper Certification Program. 

The MAAREC page also links to a comprehensive 
beekeeping information index. This contains a huge 
amount of data abou t bee biology, equipment. colony 
management , hive products , pollination . and 
chemicals used in beekeeping. Much of this is taken 
from Beekeeping in the United States, originally pub­
lished by the USDA - Ag1icullural HandBook Number 
335 in 1980, and Fundamentals of Beekeeping, a sixly­
eigh t page beginner book published by Pennsylvania 
State University. still costing only five dollars. To or­
der, send checks payable lo Pennsylvania Stale Univer­
sity, or send purchase order: Ag Mail Room, Ag Admin­
istra tion Building, University Park, PA 16802. The in­
dex also has a good list of references and a glossary 
of beekeeping terms. Several detailed con struction plans 
a r e a lso available from the web site, including a 
Langstroth hive and solar wax extractor in Adobe Acro­
bat® format. As with most World Wide Web s ites, there 
is a list of links to other pages. 

A list of educational aids is a lso linked off the 
MAAREC page. These include books, videotape, pam­
phlets, fact sheets and software. The fact sheet link 
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includes pollinaUon aids and the videotape is Pennsyl­
vania Slate Un iversity's Why Honey Bees? This 29-
minule video is a survey of honey bee pollination value, 
published in 1·993. It's price is $35.00, which includes 
postage and handling. Send checks or money orders to 
Ag Information Services. The Pennsylvania State Uni­
versity, 119 Ag Administralion Building, University Park, 
PA 16802. ph. (814) 865-6309. 

The software is the Bee Aware Exper t System , now 
available on CD ROM. IL contains modules on disease 
information. diagnosis and references. The information 
module provides specific informalion on individual dis­
eases, pests, parasites and predators. The diagn ostic 
module is designed Lo assist the beekeeper in identify­
ing an unknown problem. Through a series of questions. 
answered by the user. the computer narrows down the 
possibilities until il comes up with a suitable diagno­
sis. The reference module is divided inlo four seclions: 
references used Lo make the system, apiary inspectors 
in the U.S. and Canadian provinces, glossary of the tech­
n ical terms used in U1e system, labels of chemicals reg­
istered for use on honey bees, commonly used pesti­
cides and their relative toxicity to honey bees. 

According lo the descr iption of the program. "An 
expert system has certain advantages over a conven­
Uonal reference or text book. IL can assist you in diag­
nosing a particu lar problem and unlike a human ex­
pert. Bee Aware is always available. The knowledge of 
many human experts is incorporated into the system 
and il can be updated easier and more quickly than text­
books. Bee Aware should be used as a management tool. 
Recommendations from the computer program should 
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be combined with other sources of information , the 
beekeeper's knowledge of h is operation, and good com­
mon sense. Bee Aware was developed mainly for Penn­
sylvania conditions. However, most of the information 
and recommendations apply to condiUons outside of 
Pennsylvania as well. It ls important Lo keep in mind 
however, that laws and regulaUons concerning beekeep­
ing differ from slate lo slate. If there are questions 
concerning the use of any drug or chemical. you should 
contact your local apiary inspection service or state 
apiculturisl.tt Besides the CD ROM. which contains 
many high resolution images, program updates are also 
available on a recurring basis. The program is available 
in both MacIntosh and Windows formats. 

The newest addition to lhe MAAREC slle is an online 
slide show of parasites. pests, predators and diseases. 
This includes over one. hundred good quality pictures 
showing everything from feeding Terramycin® Lo the 
wingless fly, Braula caeca. In reality, these are a combi­
nation of two slide series published by The Pennsylva­
nia Stale University "Honey Bee Diseases." and "Honey 
Bee Parasites, Pests and Predators." 

No prices are given on the web s ite for either Bee 
Aware on CD ROM or the s lide s hows at the present 
Lime. For details, cont.act Maryann T. Frazier , Apicul­
Lurist al 814.8654621, or Deparlmenl of Entomology, 
The Pennsylvania Stale University. 501 AS! Building. 
University Park. PA 16802, ph. 814.865.1896. !;Ii 

Dr. Sanford is Extension Specialist is Apiculture. University 
of Florida. He publishes the APIS Newsletter: http:// 
www. if as. ujl. edu/ -mts / apishlm/ apis. htm 
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T
he latest rage to hit the 
streets of major Canadian 
cities is a handmade line of 
cosmetics sold in stores 
called Lush. There are seven 

of them in the Vancouver area alone, 
and you can't miss them. The odor 
of sweet fragrances wafts many 
blocks down the street, and orient-

~ ing to the stores is about as easy as 
following the odor plume of Mom's 
fresh-baked apple pie. Except, the 
stores don't smell like apple pie. 
They smell like "relaxing with 
lushous soaks in the tub and long 
massages by the fire," in lhe words 
of the International Lush Times, the 
newspaper put out by the Lushers. 
And in case you doubt their word, 
Madonna loves the banana moon 
soap and the after 8:30 massage bar, 
Leonardo Dicaprio swears by their 
rabbit bath oil, and the Crash Test 
Dummies say "mmm mmm mmm 
mmm." 

You haven 't seen these stores 
in the United States yet, but I'm sure 
they're on the way. Locations around 
the world include many internation­
ally famous s hopping meccas: 
Sydney. Australia; Toronto and 
Vancouver, Canada; London, En­
gland; and Zagreb, Croatia. OK, I'm 
not clear how Zagreb got in there 
before New York, but America must 
be on the drawing board. The Lush 
stores stock a ll kinds of personal 
care products, including ba th oils 
and fizzy bath bombs, shampoo and 
hair care stuff, soaps, hand and body 
creams and the ever-popular mas­
sage oils. Their products are full of, 
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Lush 

"Perhaps my experiences as ·a beekeeper 
cleaning up sticky honey in the honey house 

had blinded me to its true cleansing, 
antiseptic, soothing, and James 

Bond-inducing nature." 

as they put it, "a skillful combina­
tion of the best tried and tested 
hand-me-down remedies from cen­
turies past, with a dash of techno­
logical expertise and inspired formu-

' lation." Some of the hand-me-down 
ingredients include fresh banana, 
cocoa butter, linseed gel, glycerin. 
chamomile oil , coltsfoot herb, fresh 
alfalfa infusion, wheatgrass extract. 
yang oil, sea salt, seven rosebuds. 
and ... honey. 

It's the word "honey" that caught 
my atten tion, on a large sign on their 
wall, and finally drew me into one of 
their stores. The s ign proclaimed 
that one of their products, soap-a­
rama, had "as much humectant as 
honey," and since I had no idea what 
a "humectant" was, I thought it was 
time to get educated. My dictionary 
told me later that humectant means 
"promoting the retention of mois­
ture," and an e-mail inquiry lo Lush 
yielded a reply from Shawna saying 
"Hi there! Honey is very moisturiz­
ing as it is a humectant. It also 
cleanses." 

Being a skeptical type, I can't be 
satisfied with any information that 
begins with "HI ther e," so I called 
up my chemist friend Keith Slessor. 
He pointed out that there is some 
tru th to the concept of honey as 
humectant. Honey, especially honey 
with a high fructose content. does 
absorb some moisture. although the 
amount of honey in Lush products 
wouldn't exactly open up the flood­
gates. The ancient Egyptians did use 
honey as a body coating to desiccate 
their mummies by drawing moisture 

from the corpses, although I doubt 
the Lush marketing moguls had that 
in mind when they began creating 
their honey~based products. 

Whatever lhe science. Lush has 
gone into honey in a big way. They 
have honey wa.[fle soap ("pure honey 
In a sweet-smelling body soap; luxu­
rious , soothes sensitive skin and 
perfumes the bath with scen ts of 
honey and flowers"), honey lump 
("comforting, calming, a chunky 
white bath bomb with real honey 
Jumps") , ambrosia ("our soothing 
honey and oatmeal shaving lotion of 
the gods; you'll be so smooth you 
could audition for the next Bond 
movie") and of course the ever-popu­
lar soap-a-rama. 

I made the mistake of jokingly 
asking one of the salesgirls (and 
believe me, lhis is not a guy kind of 
store) whelher using these products 
made you sticky. I've been coated 
with honey for many reasons, and 
"clean" is not the first thing that 
comes to mind when I think of bath­
ing, shaving, or floating in honey. Big 
mistake; I soon was surrounded by 
customers who regularly use honey 
products, and I got quite an earful. 
One woman was particularly pas­
sionate; s he lives in a communal 
house, and looked like she had been 
transported in time and place from 
Haight-Ashbury in the '60s directly 
to yuppieland in Vancouver today. 
She claimed that everyon e in her 
house bathes in honey soaps. they 
don't feel sticky, it's antiseptic, and 
it keeps their communal bodies free 
of bacteria and bad vibes. And no, I 

Continued on Next Page 
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"I decided to take notes and document my 
journey to the feminine side of the bath. I 
waited until no one was home and entered 

the test chamber." 

and who needs the bathtub? The 
mood was broken when I slipped try­
ing to get out of the bath on the slick 
slime left from the honey scum. But 
again, I could relate; this was just 
like the floor of our honey house af­
ter a long day of extracting. Sooth­
ing it wasn't, but il was just like 
beekeeping. 

didn't go there; whether they bathe 
together or alone was none of my 
business. 

Now I was intrigued; perhaps my 
experiences as a beekeeper clean -
ing up sticky honey in the honey 
house had b linded me Lo its true 
cleansing, antiseptic, soothing, and 
James Bond-inducing nature. I lefl 
the store laden with honey products, 
determined to keep an open mind. 
Never mind my cfaughler's comment 
("But aren't Lhese for girls?"). Real 
men, confident in their masculinity, 
can use smelly girly products, can't 
they? It was time for a transforming 
cleansing experience. 

I decided Lo take notes and 
document my journey Lo the femi­
nine side of the bath , and starled 
with their honey walfl.e soap, figur­
ing that was the least threatening 
of their products. I waited until no 
one was home. entered the test 
chamber. and turned on the shower. 
My notes tell the story: "good lather, 
my skin is smooth, clean and soft, 
and I didn't break out in an infec­
tion; must be antiseptic!" I was a 
bit concerned post-bath. however, 
when I noticed that my bar of soap 
had an expiry dale of a few days be­
fore I had bought it. I'd never heard 
of an expiry dale for soap before, and 
I thought honey had a prelly long 
shelf life, bul al any rate I didn't end 
up in the hospital with a case of post­
expiry-date poisoning. I also had a 
sudden revelation that by using this 
soap I was protecting the environ­
ment from the evil runoff llowing from 
the non-viby ingredients in commer­
cial soaps. My rating so far: not bad, 
environmentally poli tically correct, 
and hey, this feeling like a girl all 
over isn't so bad after all. 

I should have stopped U1ere. My 
next experience was with ambrosia, 
the shaving lotion of the gods that 
was going to turn me into James 
Bond. I made sure my wife was 
home, my daughter away, and went 
into the bathroom to lather up. Ex­
cept ... no lather. I admit to being 
inflexible on the lather issue; if it's 
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shaving you want, it's lather you 
need. But I carried on, and scraped 
away as best I could. Admittedly, no 
lather has one advantage: You can 
see where you're scraping. I tried to 
use imagery to improve the shave; 
you know. imagining a sharp razor 
sliding through honey, but it didn't 
work. I ended up with a razor bum 
rash and smelling like linseed oil, 
another ingredient in addition to the 
honey. This one was too weird for a 
lat.her kind of guy, but in fairness to 
ambrosia, one of the girls in my house 
tried it on her legs, and thought it 
was great. Her comment: "I don't 
think it was meant for faces." And 
as to turning me into James Bond . 
.. lel's just say I'll try extra-dry mar­
tinis next time. 

I thought I should give Lush 
products at least one more try, and 
one evening after a particularly gru­
eling day pushing papers in my of­
fice-I decided to dim the lights, lock 
the bathroom door, and try a nice, 
long, soothing bath in honey Lumps, 
the fizzy bath bomb with lumps of 
real honey ("a soothing bath for the 
busy bee"). I drew the water, got in, 
and dropped the bomb. Well, it did 
fizz, and for a while I felt like 1 was 
bathing in a vat of club soda, but 
when the fizz stopped, the surface 
of the bath looked like the scum left 
at the end of the day in my cappings 
tray. At last, I could relate. Bafuing 
in cappings had never occurred to 
me, but if 1 lost a few pounds I could 
just about fit in our uncapping tray, 

I haven't. gotten around to try­
ing all of their products yet. I've 
missed the flying saucers ("excellent 
for PMS sufferers") and Lipseruice 
(with beeswax, "tastes so good 
people want to lick il off . .. you can 
put it on other troublesome dry 
spots, too"). We beekeepers are 
missing a big market, and as a strong 
promoter of value-added marketing 
I suggest U.S. beekeepers may want 
to get on this one rtghl away and 
produce some cosmetic products, 
perhaps named after American presi­
dents. How about fuejimmy carter, a 
bath oil made from a mixture of 
southern honeys and extracts of 
Georgia peaches that puts you in 
that slow SouU1ern frame of mind, 
or the ronald reagan, a delicate blend 
of California honey and almond oil 
that. evokes a California dreaming 
sunshine kind of day, or Lhe bill 
clinton . .. no, 1 definitely don't want 
to go fuere. 

In case you want to try some for 
yourself, do visit the Lush Web site 
here in Canada, 
www. lushcanada.com, or contact the 
head office in England, 
sales@lush.co.uk. They take orders, 
and will be happy to print your tes­
timonials in the next issue of the 
Lush Times. Keep clean. be smooth, 
and remember, "Balh bombs DO 
things Lo you."l;Ii 

Mark Winston is a professor and re­
searcher at Simon Fraser Uniuersity. 

Burnaby, B.C. Canada_ 

~ Sell Your Beeswax For $$$$$$$$$ 
R® T Call or Write For Current Pricing. 

I SELL YOUR WAX TODAY FOR CASH!I 

The A.I. ROOT COMPANY 
623 W. Liberty St. • P.O. Box 706 • Medina, OH 44258 

(330) 725-6677 or 1-800-BUY-ROOT (289-7668) 

~BEE CULTURE 



G 
athering and processing nec­
tar is a two-step process. For­
aging honey bees gather nec­
tar a nd lake it back lo the 

nest. However. they do n ot place the 
nectar they have collected into cells: 
rather, they give it to house bees. 
The reason for this is tha t foraging 
bees do not have time lo process the 
nectar and perhaps, more important, 
their head glands may be old and not 
capable of producing the enzymes 
needed• lo ma ke the nectar into 
honey. House bees are younger and 
process the nectar with ease. 

But nectar production varies 
from day lo day. The paper I cite be­
low questions how these two groups 
of bees. the foragers and the receiver 
house bees, coordinate their activi­
ties. The answer is that there is a 
complex sys te m u s ing waggle 
dances, tremble dan ces, stop sig­
nals, shaking signals and abandon­
ment that. lal<en collectively make 
the system work. A point that is clear 
is bees do n ot switch back and forth 
between these two jobs, which could 
be another mechanism for balanc­
ing the workload. 

It is proposed that the waggle 
and lremble dances are the primary 
regulating mechanisms, a nd while 
Lhe other s ignals are important, they 
are secondary. It is important to re­
member at this stage tha t in a bee­
hive there is no boss or foreman but 
a group of entrepreneurs working 
independently but for the common 
good. The system must be fine-tuned 
lo take a dvantage of a good n ectar 
flow when il occurs. As these au­
thors point out. n ectar flows "can 
fluctuate rapidly a nd unpredictably," 
which makes it necessary to balance 
the workload. 

The waggle dance 
The waggle (wag-tail) dance is 

the best-known honey bee s ignal, 
having been deciphered by Karl von 
Frisch over 50 years ago. It is a s ig­
nal aimed al unemployed bees (re-
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"Nectar production varies from day to day." 

cruits). which are always looking for 
work to be done. These dances are 
performed by successful returning 
foragers. The waggle dance states the 
foraging bee has found food (or a new 
nest site when that is needed) . It 
a lso tells the recruits the direction 
of the food in relationship to the s un 
and how far they must fly to find it. 

The tremble dance 
The tremble dance is also done 

by returning successful foragers. but 
only when they cannot find a receiver 
bee in about a minute or so. This 
dance may have two meanings. It 
may tell unemployed house bees 

• they should become receivers and 
h elp the situation by processing 
food . IL may also be a signal to other 
foragers to stop work because there 
are few or no receiver bees for a va­
riety of reasons, such as there be­
ing no more storage space in the 
hive. Thus. its effect may be posi­
tive by recruiting more receivers, or 
negative by shutting the food gath­
ering system down. 

The stop signal 
Stop signals are given chiefly by 

tremble dancers with a small per­
centage being done by dance follow­
ers. The stop signal involves butt­
ing heads with a dancer while emit­
Ung a piping sound . The result is 
that the dancer stops and leaves the 
dance floor, which is that area near 
the entrance where the dancing is 
done. The stop signal prevents fur­
ther recruitment of forager bees. 

The shaking signal 
This signal was first described 

by Lhe late Professor Milum of the 
University of Illinois in 1955. It is 
also known as the dorso-ventral ab­
dominal vibration (DVAV da nce). 
This signal is sent to workers that 
are undertaking a variety of tasks in 
order to recruit them as foragers. 
This is a one-on-one signal and usu­
ally results in the recipient crawl­
ing onto the dance floor where she 
may be recruited by bees doing wag-

tail dances. The message that is 
conveyed is apparently that the bees 
should prepare for greater activity. 

Flower patch abandonment 
Working hand in hand with the 

above dances and signals is the fact 
that individual foraging bees make 
their own decisions. This may in­
clude abandoning a patch of flowers 
they tl1ink is no longer profitable. 
This does mean that all flower 
pa tches in the vicinity are not worth 
working. When a foraging bee decides 
that a patch of flowers is no longer 
worth her attention she returns to 
the hive and goes to the dance floor 
to determine if the scouts h ave 
found something worthwhile. Forag­
ers that abandon a patch of flowers 
do not search for a new patch them­
selves but depend upon the scouts. 

Discussion 
An interes ting feature of lhis 

communication system is Lhat it is 
the foraging bees that recrui t oth­
ers both to forage and to act as re­
ceiver bees. The reason is a pparently 
that the foragers have more infor­
mation about what food is available. 

Whereas the waggle dance has 
been known for over 50 years and 
the DVAV dance for over 40, it has 
been only within the past 10 years 
that a large group of people have 
pulled the pieces of this recruitment 
system apart and have come lo un­
derstand how the system works. It 
appears that the waggle and tremble 
dances are the most important parts 
of the system. The other signals and 
patch abandonment fine-tune it. 

The authors of this paper point 
out that "honey bees s till hold tan­
talizing secrets concerning their 
colony organization.·• There is clearly 
more to be discovered . i;I!l 

References: 
Anderson, C. & F. L. W . Ratnieks. 

Worker allocation in insect societtes: co· 
ordination of nectar foragers & nectar 
receiuers in honey bee colonies. Behav­
ioral Ecology & Sociobiology 46: 73-
8 1. 1999. 
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Kim Flottum 

Finding, hiring and keeping good help is a job in itself. 

Most beekeepers don't have col­
lege degrees in Human Resource 
Management. So, although they are 
probably experts in colony manage­
ment, balancing the books and re­
pairing trucks. hiring (and keeping) 
good workers isn't a strength in their 
operation. Most small scale corn- · 
merci a l outfits need seasonal or 
part-time people, and large opera­
Lions cannot function without full 
time help - so finding, hiring and 
keeping employees is critical. Man­
agers either develop these skills or 
spend time. money and energy hir­
ing, firing, rehiring and training help. 

These activities - hiring, firing, 
and training are expensive. Let's 
lake a look al some of the lech­
n iq ues lhose human resource 
people use lo find and hire good 
people. Then, we'll examine the 
ways good managers keep lhose 
people. 

Before lhe hiring process be­
gins, you need to decide what the 
employee will do. At first it seems 
simple - paint boxes, or work in the 
extraction room. or ... Bul is that 
all they will do? Have you losl an em­
ployee. who afler painting a thou­
sand boxes was asked to lake a load 
of honey somewhere lhal required 
an overnight slay? Whoops. Family 
commitments, church. whatever, gol 
in the way. So you had lo scramble 
to make il work. Or, the high school 
kid who, you found out later, was 
allergic to every known plant in the 
universe, so outside work didn't 
work. 

And even though you need some­
body to painl boxes this month. and 
Bx boxes next month - what. about 
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lhe month after that? And in May? 
And August? 

The answer, of course, is to start 
wilh a good job description. A really 
good one. Outline a year for year­
long part time or full timers, or the 
season for short timers. When 
you're done , have some of the 
people who already work for you read 
it - especially the person who had 
the position, or the supervisor or 
foreman in charge of that position. 
It's amazing how much you can over­
look because you're not there every­
day. 

Once completed to everyone's 
satisfaction the hiring process can 
begin. This. too, takes some plan­
ning and preparation and should be 
done as specifically as possible. 
Shotgunning ads gets lots of re­
sponses but most aren't worth the 
money you spend. Where to look for 
people to work bees? Start with lo­
cal papers, consider local companies 
that have employees with similar 
(outdoors. physical work, indepen­
dent) backgrounds, the state job 
service office, local colleges with stu­
dents that have similar interests and 
certainly the trade journals and even 
news letters. The internet is reach­
ing thousands of beekeepers daily, 
some are in your area, so don't over­
look these resources either. 

Your ad should be as specific as 
possible. Hours, seasonal variations 

What are we doing? 
What should we be doing? 

What should we not be doing? 
What should we be doing next? 

in overtime if any, strength required, 
allergies(!). travel, benefits available, 
possibly a short list of tasks if room 
permits , skills required (driving 
trucks, forklifts, mechanical apti­
tude, wood working experience, etc.). 
Again, be as specific as possible to 
weed out those who won't qualify. 

Request a visit to fill out an ap­
plication or for managers or super­
visors a resume. Then be careful. 
You can spend time interviewing 
people who don't qualify because the 
application, or the resume was, well, 
less than honest. 

Start with a quick tour, given by 
a key employee if possible. This 
tends to loosen people up as they 
are generally more frank with a peer 
lhan the boss. This will weed out 
marginal people, either from direct 
exposure to the shop, the bees and 
the weather, or from off-hand com­
ments made during the tour. You'd 
be surprised how much you can find 
out. 

Going over applications 
(resumes next), note the obvious 
problems with stability, many lateral 
job changes, missing time and the 
like. And always, always check ref­
erences. Too many employers don't, 
making lhe assumption that, since 
it's too easy to check, most won't .. 
. and don't. Check lhem. 

For resume evaluation, again, 
look at work experience. Is this a 
job they would be familiar with? Has 
employment been upward rather 
than lateral. Are there the 'assisted 
with' and 'has knowledge of slush 
phrases, rather than 'actually did' 
descriptions? Ask those 'what if . .. ' 
questions. and some technical ques-

Continued on Next Page 
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HELP! ... Cont. From Pg. 21 

tions to make sure you have a per­
son who cap, and wjll take up the 
responsibilities required. 

Even after all this, guarantees 
are difficult to make and some sort 
of evaluation period is needed. But 
during this period there needs to be 
some pretty strict guidelines for the 
new employee to follow so some sort 
of measurement can be taken. Ori­
entation and training are needed , 
and needed again sometimes. Don't 
assume this person knows anything 
at all, a l least to start. At the end of 
that time have a session and go over 
the evaluation. Use input from other 
employees, your own observations 
and the guidelines to measure. If 
your search and hiring tactics were 
specific enough both of you will make 
it through this. But usually there are 
concerns. on both sides, and this is 
the best time to address them. Make 
sure the employee knows what is 
expected, who to answer to, where 
to go for information, what to do if 
things go wrong. Go over again any 
problem areas and reinforce those 
traits that were strong. A well moti­
vated, well trained, well informed 
employee is what you want. 

But now much of the responsi­
bility of keeping that employee falls 
lo your supervisor, and ultimately to 
you. Once you've invested the time 
and energy, and money, in finding, 
hiring and training a new employee, 
having them leave for preventable 
reasons is, al best inconvenient, 
and at worst disastrous. And al­
though our Human Resource people 
have developed reams of material on 
how to be a better boss, the ulti­
mate test, and the only guideline 
needed is s imple ... follow the 
Golden Rule. 

That said, it's all i.n the details, 

I Can't Work Today Because .. . 

1998 National Average 
No. of Seasonal Hired Workers & Pay 

Jan ................. 661 ,000 @ 

April ................ 803,000 @ 

July ............... 1,071,000 @ 

Oct .................. 983,000 @ 

Average 880,000 @ 

1999 
Jan ................. 689,000 @ 

$7.61 
$7.49 
$7.24 
$7.60 
$7.47 

$7.90 
Source: U.S. Census 

and here are some worth noting. A 
recent farm worker survey in Cali­
fornia listed prominent reasons 
those people quit: lack of respect 
from the supervisor: criticisms were 
not constructive; unreasonable work 
pace: incomplete job instructions; 
unknown chain of command; an un­
approachable boss; poor (or no) in­
terpersonal communications ... all 
were reasons listed . But, as you 
would expect, compensation was at, 
or near the top of the list. But being 
paid on time, paid for overtime, and 
being paid enough were all impor­
tant. 

Other supervisor skills are also 
important ... the primary skill is 
instilling, and keeping employees 
motivated. In fact, one supervisor 
told me recently that when the tem­
perature is approaching 100°, the 
supers are full, the bees are hot, the 
truck breaks down . .. motivation is 
a very rare commodity. Nevertheless, 
there are things anyone can do to 
help, some are one time actions, 
others should be part of the every­
day routine. 

Employees should have a per­
sonal stake in the company, if they 
do well, the company does well and 
things improve. They have to see 
that the two are connected. Enthu­
siasm should always be on the top 

• The mud sucked the shoe off my foot and I couldn't find it. 
• I was in jail because the judge and lawyer worked a deal to drop the driving under the 

influence charges. The deal was I spent the night in jail. 
• My wife and I stayed up all night arguing and I need to sleep today. 
• I have to put my paycheck in the bank. 
• I have to pick up concert tickets I won by using your business cell phone on your time. 
• No one told me to come to work. 
• I have to find my dogs. 
• A bear got between me and my car and I had an accident in my pants. 
• I might be going to church. 
• I got a ticket for driving 95 m.p.h. in a 55 m.p.h. zone on the interstate in the company truck 

because I went to see my girl friend last night. I stayed up real late and left late this morning 
to come to work. fu1Jri11t,d fro111 Rtm1er', Dim! 
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of things-to-do ... for the job, for 
the day, for any reason. Reduce the 
distance between top and bottom. 
Give compliments (they are free and 
worth gold). Tell everybody what's 
going on and why they're doing what 
you ask. Start, and aggressively 
maintain a safety program. Don't let 
your diligence lapse. For one thing 
you'll have fewer injuries, but the 
greater good is that what does it say 
about you if yow don't have a pro­
gram! 

Learn how to delegate by giving 
clear, understandable directions 
(can you follow your directions?). 

Most Often Cited Worker Skill Deficiencies 

63% - Basic skills, work on time 
60% - Basic math 

55% - Basic writing 
48% - Translate basic 

drawings & charts 

Give, and keep deadlines and give 
credit where due. Praise in public 
and frequently, criticize in private 
and only when necessary. 

Respect people. Encourage pride 
in a job well done. Give feedback on 
a task - what are they doing well and 
how could they improve. 

Good leaders, whether owners 
or supervisors, make others feel im­
portant, promote a vision, admit 
mistakes and stay close to the ac­
tion. no matter what lhe job. 

There's more to being a good 
boss. Finding and hiring good people 
isn't nearly as s imple as this makes 
it sound, and pay is always a prob­
lem. But, if I were to sum all this up 
- hire with promise, challenge with 
opportunity, encourage with recog­
nition, nurture with care, h elp to 
grow and treasure forever. That is, I 
guess, the long version of where we 
started - The Golden Rule.~ 

Cordovan Italian - R~iao -Caroiolan 
Artificially lnseminaJed queens with 

hygienic behavior, tracheal mite resistance 
GenJ/e with high honey production 

Breeder queens .............. $160 
Select queens ............ ...... $40 
Observation hive queens .. $20 

•

GLENN APIARIES 
P.O. Box 2737 

Fallbrook, CA 92088 
Ph./Fax (760) 728-3731 

e-mail: queenb95@aol.com 
Send for a brochure about our breeding 
program or visit our website for a tour 

http://member.aol.com/queenb95 
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FRAME SPACERS 
This commercial beekeeper successfully uses eight and 

nine slot spacers. Here 's why. 

Kirk Stoller 

Business loday is very competi­
tive, and beekeeping is no different. 
We have to be constantly looking for 
an edge to make our businesses 
more competitive and efficient. and 
therefore more profitable. One edge 
for beekeepers that I believe makes 
a lot of sense is the use of frame 
spacers. 

Using frame spacers can be a 
very helpful part of your beekeeping 
operation. Spacers save time as well 
as money spent on capital equip­
ment purchases because you use 
fewer frames per super. They keep 
frames in place while hauling, help 
to reduce swarming and increase 
honey production both because 
there is increased ventilation in the 
hive. 

You could, of course, space your 
frames in the super without the use 
of s pacers: however, som e of the 
benefits you were hoping to gain will 
be lost. S upering will take more 
time, and hand-spaced frames are 
never as nea tly separated as with 
spacers. Frames will become criss­
crossed while moving. and burr comb 
will form on bolh the lop and bot­
tom bars of frames. I have seen from 
experience thal the quality of your 
combs will actually deteriorate, es­
pecially in the brood nest because 
of improper spacing. 

There are a variety of frame spac­
ers available, from the handheld type 
that you manually insert between 
the frames to space them lo the type 
which nail to the wood rabbets of the 
super. There are several lypes of 
na il-on spacers, with mosl being 
made from a flat piece of steel and 
some plastic models are available. 
Stoller's makes a spacer that is 
folded over or double-walled and 
rests on the wood rabbet. This de­
sign is durable. and under normal 
use lasts as long as your super. Any 
of these spacers can be purchased 
at the major bee s upply dealers. 
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Some of the benefits to using 
frame spacers are: 

1) You'll get more hon ey and 
wax 
Because one to two frames per 

super are removed the bees fill the 
extra space with extra honey and 
wax. You can count on two to three 
pounds more honey per super with 
eight-comb spacing than with nine­
comb spacing. Likewise, nlne-comb 
spacing produces more honey than 
the conventional 10-frame super 
does. You'll also gel more cappings 
wax. 

2) Uniform capping 
Uncapplng honeycombs can be 

a tedious job. There are a multitude 
of uncappers available on the mar­
ket, and they all have various ad­
vantages and disadvantages. Chain 
flail uncappers open nearly all of the 
cells. Knife uncappers trim the hon­
eycomb better and keep the frames 
uniform and the wax cleaned off the 
sides of the top bars. Whatever 
uncapper you are using In your op­
eration, your job is made easier and 
your equipment is kept in better 
condition when your capped honey 
combs are all uniform. Spacers keep 
your frames uniform by keeping 
them in a neat arrangement ln the 
honey supers. 

It is difficult to find enough time 
to do things we need to do and do 
them well. Personally, because of 
time and help issues, my father and 
I needed an uncap per/ extractor 
setup lhat required a minimal 
amount of hired help. This Influ­
enced us to purchase an uncapper / 
extractor setup that included a con­
veyor. We are saving time, and our 
system requires fewer helpers. This 
outfit bas a knife uncapper, and we 
have found that it works much bet­
ter with eight-comb spacers in our 
honey supers. The bees draw the 
combs out fatter, which nearly elimi­
nates the need to do any scratching 
to uncap cells. 

We have a lso had the experi­
ence of using a flail uncapper. It was 
very helpful for our combs to be uni­
form, without valleys and rises, and 
not to have another comb, or burr 
comb slabbed on next to the comb 
in the frame. 

Whatever your needs are, eigh t­
comb spacers in the honey supers 
make sense. Nail-on spacers keep 
the frames from becoming criss­
crossed due to tilling or burrs. You 
also produce more honey with fewer 
frames, and we are a ll smart enough 
to want more for less. 

3) Keep frames in place during 
hauling and servicing 

Various types of nail-in.frame spacers. 

Continued on Next Page 
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SPACERS ... Cont. From Pg. 21 

Nail-on spacers keep your 
frames in place while hauling your 
bees, and this is important since 
pollination has become big busi­
ness. One concern while hauling 
bees for pollination is the mashing 
of bees or the queen due to shifting 
frames. Thus, the nail-on spacer 
becomes a low-cost insurance policy. 
Imagine protecting your bees, reduc­
ing your equipment cost, stretching 
your equipment farther with fewer 
frames per super, and possibly in­
creasing your honey production with 
the Implementation of one small 
device. This is what happens when 
you use nail-on spacers. 

Spacers also make it more con­
venient to service your hives. While 
working in the brood nest with nine­
comb spacing, the queen and work­
ers are not as easily rolled or killed, 
and the frames are much easier to 
remove for making nucs or inspec­
tion. 

Once again you can run your 
brood nests with nine-comb spacing 
without using spacers. I thought I 
preferred operating this way for a 
time in my beekeeping experience. 
We were running hives with and 
without spacers, and after a time I 
noticed different situations that 
changed my mind. I had many expe­
riences with moving hives without 
spacers and having the frames all 
shifted when I went to work the 
hives in the new location. This took 
extra time to respace the frames as 
well as heart palpitations. as I 
hoped the queen was alive and well 
and there were not too many bees 
killed. I also noticed that the hives 
with spacers had better combs in 
general than the ones without spac­
ers, because the frames were all 
equally spaced. At some point dur-
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ing most years, the bees will make 
a substantial amount of honey, 
which, at least for a time gets packed 
into the brood nest. If the combs are 
not equally spaced during this time, 
burr comb will result along with high 
and low spots across the surface of 
the brood comb. 

You can use the handheld lype 
of spacer to get similar results but 
it will not help you while moving your 
bees, and it will not help if there are 
any burr combs on the top or bot­
tom bars of frames. 

4) More v e n t ilation - l e ss 
swarming 
Two management strategies for 

the beekeeper that contradict each 
other are how to manage strong colo­
nies without causing swarming. Be­
cause spacers provide for better ven­
tilation and allow more cluster space, 
bees do less swarming. Wax moths 
also cause much less trouble when 
frames are spaced because there are 
fewer places to hide. 

Studies have been done on ven­
tilators for the beehive. The claims 
made by these manufacturers are 
that more ventilation results in less 
swarming, reduced fanning, and 
more honey. These attributes have 
been known for years and are the 
same claims made about spacers. I 
do not suggest that spacers are a 
ventilator, yet by providing more space 
between frames they allow increased 
ventilation. It stands to reason 
then, that the bees will not need to 
work as hard to cool their hive or 
dry their honey. lf the bees expend 
less energy, lhat means more honey, 
as bees are "lwney powered." 

5) Lower e quipment c ost and 
less handling time 
Because spacers utilize fewer 

frames per super, your equipment 

costs are lower. When supering 
bees, frames are quickly spaced, tak­
ing up less time to do a job. This is 
noticed the most with the nail-on 
type spacer, as a quick sweep across 
the frames drops them into their 
slots, and they stay there. 

Some of the pros and cons for 
both types of spacers follow. First, 
the nail-on spacer. Pros: 
1) The nail-on spacers are in the 

hive or honey super at all times. 
You receive the benefit while 
moving hives, which you 
wouldn't receive with the 
manual spacer. The spacer is 
nailed onto the wood rabbet in­
stead of carried (and forgotten) 
so the spacer does not get lost. 

2) The nail-on type offers eight­
comb spacing (for the honey su­
per) and nine-comb spacing (for 
the brood nest) for the standard 
hive, as well as a seven-frame 
spacer for lhe eight-frame hive. 

3) The nail-on .lypes are faster to 
use in the beeyard as a quick 
sweep across the frames drops 
lhem into their slots. 

4) With the nail-on spacer, frames 
cannot become lilted due to burr 
comb on the top bars of the 
frames below, or the bottom of 
the top super. 

Some complaints when using 
the nail-on spacers are these; 
1) It is hard to clean the propolis 

and wax from behind them. This 
is somewhat of a nuisance, but 
cleaning can be fairly easily ac­
complished by using the straight 
end of lhe hive tool and running 
il back and forth behind the 
spacer. A beekeeper from 
Canada said that he paints the 
back of the wood rabbet behind 
the spacer with a high-gloss 
paint and the wax will scrape off 
much easier. 

2) While working in the brood nest 
with spacers, the frames cannot 
be slid back and forlh. This also 
can be overcome by lifting the 
first frame slightly and moving 
it over against the adjacent 
frame. The opposite frame can 
then be removed, allowing for 
more free movement of the re­
maining frames. 

The advantages of the manual 
spacer are exactly opposite of the 
nail-on lype. 
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1) There is no restriclion in the 
brood nest. 

2) There is also not as much 
trouble cleaning the wood rab­
bets behind them, as they are 
not left in the hive. 

The disadvantages to the 
manual spacer are: 
1) The spacer must be carried with 

you. 
2) The eight-frame size is not avail­

able for the honey supers. 
3) The frames will not stay in place 

while hauling. 
4) The frames may lean against one 

another while supering the bees 
because of burr on the combs or 
frames that are too La ll. 

The cost for nail-on spacers 
ranges from: 

. 37-.425 cents each in a pack of 10 

.31-.355 cents each in a pack of 100 

.27-.285 cents each in a pack of 500 

The cost for a typical nine-frame 
manual spacer is about $14.00. All 
of these prices are FOB retailer's 
warehouse. When you consider the 
advantages and savings you can re­
a lize by using spacers, you will see 
that it actually pays to use spacers. 
You save the cost of two frames with 
the eight-frame spacer, and one 
frame per super with the nine-frame 
spacer. The cost pe r frame is ap­
proximately $1.50 for a standard 
frame and foundalion. When you 
consider it lakes eight pounds of 

honey to produce one pound of wax, 
add this figure to the cost of your 
frame, which is probably at least a 
30 cen t value per frame. Total cost 
now is $1.80 for one frame and the 
cost for the nail-on spacers would 
be no more than $1 per super for the 
nail-on spacer . 

You have already saved money 
at this point, but now the real sav­
ing is realized with the time and the 
extra four to six pounds of honey and 
wax you will receive when using the 
eight-frame spacer in the honey su­
pers. Even with honey prices at 50 
cents per pound, this represents a 
$2 to $3 value per super. Add to this 
the occurrence of less swarming by 
using nine-frame spacers in the 
brood nest, and you have better hive 
management and again more honey, 
because of less swarming and a 
larger work force . 

I encourage you to try using 
spacers in your equipment. Spacers 
are available at all major bee supply 
dealers. Stoller's manufacturers two 
types of nail-on spacers. The Shal­
low spacer Is designed for all new 
supers with a 5/8-inch rabbet, and 
the Slip-on spacer is designed lo fit 
over a metal rabbet. The S lip-on 
spacer can be literally slipped on over 
the metal rabbet and does not need 
to be nailed as the name implies. It 
can also be nailed on over the metal 
rabbet as well. ~ 

Kirk Stoller is a commercial beekeeper, and 
producer of Stoller's Frame Spacers. He 
uses them successfully in his operation. 

EZ FEEDING SYSTEMS 
Save time & labor. With hose, feeds 5, 30, 100 colonies from sugar or syrup container at same time. 

EXTERIOR FEEDER 1·9 $9, 10-up $8. Install in back or 
front of hive using 2 holes. Shp. wt. 1 lb. 

Nl~,v 
INTERIOR FEEDER 1-9 $14, 10-up $12 includes screen to save 

falling bees. Outside controller for easy checkups inside feeder. 
Manual feeding possible. Shp. wt. 2 lbs. 

FAUCET & CONNECTOR $10 For 5 gallon containers only. Shp. wt. 
1 lb. Larger size $30 For 30-100 gallon containers. Shp. wt. 3 lbs. 
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SWING OFF ~ SWING ON 
move hives effortlessly 

prevent back injury 
free Brochure Available 

MOUNTAIN ROAD APIARY 
1711 (hateau Ct. • Fallston, MD 2104 7 

PH.(410) 877-0345 • FAX (410) 877-9227 
email: enickerson@msn.com 

~ HOWALT-McDOWELL 
·;.,.::...TN•' INSURANCE co. 

. .. an Assurex Partner 

BEEKEEPERS INSURANCE 

• General Liability 
• Automobile 
• Property 
• Transit 
• Umbrella 

Roger Starks 

Call for Application 
800.584. 7054 

Fax 605.339.3620 

25 



Our State Fair • • • 
Competition Shows at State Fairs are changing 

Dewey Caron 

Stale and County fairs b egan as 
a way for agricullural producers lo 
advertise whal is besll Fairs. county, 
stale and even multi-stale fairs his­
torica lly were agric ultura l events 
where farm ers. growers, beekeepers, 
cooks and olhers. and their suppli­
ers could demonstrate lhal they had 
the best horse, hay, honey, service, 
products, pies. cakes. quilts . and 
what nol. Winners at local county 
fairs got to take lheir winning prod­
ucts to lhe slate fair and compete 
with others who were the best. Such 
shows h e lped educate producers 
(and consumers loo?) aboul what 
constilules quality in a ll these prod­
ucts - including honey. 

Slate a nd Counly fa irs have 
changed drastically in the last 50 
years. They are less agricultural and 
offer more in enterta inment. But 
lhey sti ll offer growers. beekeepers. 
and others the opporlunily to edu­
cate themselves and others a bout 
the producls they produce, and for 
us - bee products and the value of 
honey bees. Like mos l agricultural 
pursuits. beekeepers are in the mi­
nority a nd the educational ben efil 
of a slate or county honey show is 
m os tly for our non-agricultural 
neighbors. Does your local counly or 
slate fai r still offer you , as a pro­
ducer, the opportunity lo produce 
and exhibit the besl? 

As fairs changed. bee associa­
tion m eeting evenls became a way 
to evalua te lhe besl a nd educate 
each other. Al n a tional (ABF) and 
regional bee meetings (EAS). honey 
s hows are primarily designed for 
beekeepers and usually only bee­
keepe rs (a nd maybe s ite cleaning 
staff) see lhe honey s h ow. This 
works well when lots of individual 
beekeepers en te r lhe s how and 
there is opporlunily for feedback from 
the judges after entries are evalu­
ated. When judging standards have 
been used tha l lruly assess qua l­
ity, and if judges are properly trained 
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and correctly use the standards, this 
could occur. But loo many entrants 
do nol know the standards or the 
shows lack feedback to entrants on 
why their entry didn't receive a fLrst 
place. 

If we are to use a honey show to 
educate others how often does the 
public appreciate the dHTerence be­
tween first and fifth place? Honey 
shows are a powerful educational 
tool that we too often waste. Ex­
amples a re shows that have entries 
that lack producer labels; ribbons or 
trophies that are not used to adver­
tise and sell the product at producer 
outlels: lack of publicity for winners; 
and finally honey shows that are 
hidden in some room or out-of-the­
way place so the public does not have 
the opportunity to view the show. 

This same lack of feedback ap­
plies to our educa tional displays 
about bees and beekeeping at state 
and county fairs. What audience 
does lhe display best reach. what is 
the message to non-beekeepers and 
how does the state or local associa­
tion thal puts up lhe display get 
feedback from the audience about 
their display's effectiveness? Are we 
missing a great opportunity to edu­
cate others about our beekeeping, 
bee products. and the value of honey 
bees? 

Here is a look at what a dozen 
State Fair or State Beekeeping As­
sociations do offer beekeepers. and 
in tum the public, in the eastern 
U.S. 

Delaware 
The Delaware Slate Fair, 80 

years old, runs eight days in la te July 
each year. There is a competitive 
honey show but usually with fewer 
than 10 participants. In the 30s it 
was described as the best exposi­
tion on the East Coast. Beekeeping 
wares are tucked in a corner with 
vegetable and hay entries in a fair 
building. USDA agency displays and 

a wildlife display in lhe same buHd­
ing command th e attention of 
fairgoers who quickly pass the com­
petitive enlries to look at animals 
(geese, raccoons. trout) or pick up 
free pencils, refrigerator magnets 
and wildlife calendars. Honey show 
entries consist of a single jar. or one 
pair of candles. or other s ingle ex­
amples. wilhoul identifying labels. 
Prize money is a modest $5.00, $4.00 
and $3.00 for firs t, second and third 
and nol all prizes are claimed; there 
is no entry' fee. 

Beekeepers expend their ener­
gies during fair week educa ting the 
public at the Slate Beekeeper's as­
sociation booth in lhe commodities 
building hos ted by the State Depart­
menl of Agriculture. Beekeepers 
compete with watermelon growers, 
the poultry industry, the pork pro­
ducers, etc. with their educational 
booth. They feature an observation 
hive. a bee colony in a cage, free 
honey slicks. li leralure about bees, 
honey recipes and an altraclive dis­
play - their booth won first place, 
(and $300 for the associa tion) in 
1999. On the commodities booth 
·stage.' they demonstrate extracting 
(with samples). honey cookery (free 
samples again) . and how to manage 
lhe bee colony in the cage (with free 
honey straw samples). 

Maine 
There is no s lale-wid e honey 

show in Maine bul a few country 
fairs include honey j udging. The larg­
est is the Freiberg Fair. There has 
been an effort lo develop a honey 
show during farm week (March) but 
without success. The Fall State As­
sociation meeting has a small com­
petilive honey show. 

Maryland 
The Maryland Stale Fair (in its 

11 au, year) now runs l l days ending 
with the Labor Day Holiday. There 
has been a competitive honey show 

Continued on Next Page 
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STATE FAlR ... Cont. From Pg. 27 

dating back as far as anyone can re­
member at the State F~ir- 12 county 
fairs also feature competitive honey 
shows before and after the state 
fair. The number of show entries has 
increased in recent years - 1998 saw 
a record number of entrants (75) and 
entries (213). Winners receive prizes 
- up to $100 for best association dis­
play, $60 for best individual educa­
tional displays and $10 for flat en­
tries (six jars). There is no entry fee. 
There also is a State Beekeepers 
honey /honey cookery show each 
year at the Fall meeting of the State 
Association in which ribbons and 
premiums ($12 for first p lace) are 
awarded. Participation has been in­
creasing (about 50 entered last year), 
as there is competition for the honor 
(and name on a plaque) for best bee 
club showing. 

The Maryland Deparbnent of Ag­
riculture arranges a beekeeping ex­
hibit around a four-frame observa­
tion hive for the State fair (and for 
other fairs and shows as well). The 
Central Maryland Beekeepers Asso­
ciation (assisted by two other local 
groups) sells honey at the state fair 
and they man the observation hive 
and exhibit. Anyone can offer their 
honey for consignment but anyone 
who sells honey musL enter the com­
pelilive show. Guidelines on honey 
sales emphasize quality. Maryland 
has a Fall Honey Festival that the 
Carroll County Beekeepers organize 
in early September. The one-day fes­
tival includes a competilive Honey 
Show. 

Massachusetts 
The Topsfield fair , one of the old-
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est. is also one of the largest. most 
successful fa.Ir shows in the East­
ern U.S. At this early October fair, 
the Essex County beekeepers sell 
over 4,000 pounds - $30,000+ in 
honey sales - at the 10-day event to 
realize a profit of around $6,000. It 
takes a lot of volunteers (the club 
has 260 members with about 60 ac­
tive at the fair), a dedicated super­
visor - Bill Wiley now in his 45th year 
as show supervisor. and a show com­
mittee of 25 individuals. This fair 
has its own entire building just for 
honey show/sales/display and it is 
in the center of the entire fair site. 
Observation hives (four of them on 
tum tables) are part of the display 
which each year is organized around 
a new theme. 

The annual Massachusetts 
State Honey Show is often held at 
the Topsfield Fair location. There are 
20 classes (including mead and 
honey beer) plus one cooking class 
in which all entlies are the same 
recipe published in the MASS Bee 
Newsletter in advance. Flat entries 
are two samples without labels. 
Prizes are modest with no entry fee. 
Hampden County beekeepers orga­
nize an annual honey show and ex­
hibit at the Eastern States Exposi­
tion in Splingfield. 

New Hampshire 
The Rochester Fair has been the 

site of a statewide competitive 
honey show in New Hampshire but 
with a change of supervisor and ad­
ministration at the mid-September 
fair , the show has been discontin­
ued. The New Hampshire Beekeep­
ers Association started a competi­
tive honey show with cash and Iib­
bon plizes (from Association Trea-

The honey 
displays of 
yesteryear are 
pretty much a 
thing of the 
past. This one 
set up by John 
Linduer of 
Maryland in 
1946 is typical 
of what used 
to be. 

sury) last year and plan to continue 
the show this year at the annual 
meeting (October) as there was good 
representation from the beekeepers. 

New Jersey 
The New Jersey beekeepers 

have a competitive honey show at a 
site that ensures maximum expo­
sure and publicity - their show is in 
the rotunda of the State Capital d ur­
ing mid-February when the legisla­
ture is in session. Entries include 
prnducer labels. After judging, the 
entire show is displayed in four 
large, attractive backlighted display 
cases with Plexiglas fronts for se­
culity. The best-of-show gets his/ 
her trophy from the governor (or 
State Secretary of Agriculture) and 
a permanent plaque entry. In 2000 
the show is likely to go to Atlantic 
City for farmers week instead of the 
rotunda to stimulate more interest. 

The New Jersey State Fair is pri­
vately owned. There was a honey 
show at this event but prize money 
was low and the exhibitors not paid 
so it has been discontinued. Several 
county fairs have competitive honey 
shows with entries being collected 
and subsequently ta.ken from one 
fair to the next. There is no honey 
show at state beekeeper meetings. 

New York 
The Great New York State Fair 

is held the end of August/early Sep­
tember (Labor Day weekend) in Syra­
cuse. Over one million visitors at­
tend the 12-day event , now over 150 
years old. The honey show at the 
State Fair has recently increased 
their premiums ($20 for first place) 
and the state association buys large 
rosette blue ribbons for category win­

ners. There are no honey sales but 
a large educational booth includes 
an observation hive and bees in a 
cage. Volunteers give out informa­
tion and manipulate the cage colony 
which is in a prominent location at 
the fair. The chief drawback, and one 
that the beekeepers are trying to 
change, is that honey show entries 
need to be submitted one month be­
fore the fair. 

There is a honey show at the No­
vember Empire State beekeepers 
meeting. There are ribbons and 
prizes from sponsors. Show entry 
numbers have been consistent at 
both the Association and the state 
fair in New York. There are at least 
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six other fairs with honey shows 
including the Saratoga County Fair, 
a month earlier than the State Fair. 
The local association booth has won 
the best in fair award category two 
consecutive years. Local honey is fea­
tured and sold. The competitive 
honey show has 24 categories to 
enter. 

Ohio 
The Ohio State Fair in Colum­

bus (mid-August) has a honey show 
that is decreasing in size and im­
pact. At one time the display was a 
major feature in the Horticultural 
Building but has now shrunk to a 
small section of the area. The show 
offers over $2600 in premiums. 
There are larger producer displays, 
an observation hive category, and 
honey (six jars). wax and even bee 
pollen categories. There is an edu­
cational display (not always manned) 
put together by Dave Heilman of 
OARDC in Wooster. There are no 
honey sales - that would require 
rental of booth space which is ex-' 
pensive (but being planned for 2000). 
The state association has not been 
active in the state fair for a number 
of years but with recent reorgan.iza­
tion it is considering reestablishing 
a more active role. The State Asso­
ciation does not have a honey show 
at any meetings. There are a large 
number of honey shows at county 
fairs several of which (such as 
Medina and Lorain Counties) are 

larger than the State Fair. 

Pennsylvania 
Pennsylvania has an annual 

Farm Show (84th edition in 1999) in 
early January at Harrisburg, the 
state capital in the center of the 
state. The honey show is a large one 
and it is situated right at one of the 
main fair entrances so it receives 
lots of attention. Prize money ex­
ceeds $3,200 in 44 classes - some 
open to youngsters only. There is a 
competition of County associations 
at this fair that occupy 12 x 8 foot 
alcoves and include case lots of 
honey, lots of honey products and a 
strong message about bees and bee 
products. The show has been hold­
ing its own with number of entrants 
(50 to 60) and entries (180 to 250) 
according to Maryann Frazier. Inter­
esting new beekeepers to enter is 
increasingly important as long-timer 
entries become reduced and mites 
take their toll on beekeeper and bee 
colony numbers. Speaking as a re­
cent show judge, the Penn Farm 
Show requires a full, long day of judg­
ing. 

The Pennsylvania State Bee­
keepers Association operates a com­
mercial booth in a food court dedi­
cated to Pennsylvania products. They 
sell honey but the biggest attraction 
is their honey ice cream - fairgoers, 
including U.S. Senators and even 
the governor on down, make a spe­
cial trip just to sample honey ice 

Does your competitive honey show . .. 

cream at this booth. They sell more 
than 300 gallons of it. The popular 
honey ice cream and sales are also 
repeated at a large Fall livestock 
show /sale and at Penn State Ag 
Progress Days in August. PSBA also 
runs twice-daily honey extracting 
demonstrations for public audiences 
and the local Capital Beekeepers As­
sociation conducts a bee school dur­
ing the fair using the honey show 
as their draw. 

The state association also has 
an Apiary products show of honey, 
wax and cookery competition at the 
annual meeting in the Fall (mid-No­
vember ·in Lewisburg in the center 
of the state) but this is a relatively 
new (three year) tradition. A honey 
cookery contest at the Summer pic­
nic is likely to be combined with the 
honey competition in the Fall in fu­
ture years. Ribbons, no cash award, 
are given. Usually a workshop on 
preparing show entries is conducted 
in conjunction with the show itself. 

Vermont 
Vermont beekeepers hold their 

annual meeting in conjunction with 
the State Farm Show which takes 
place the fourth week of January in 
Barre, a city adjacent to the state 
capital at Montpelier. The annual 
honey /honey products show has 30 
to 35 honey entries and 25 entries 
in the honey products. One indi­
vidual beekeeper has sold honey but 

Continued on Next Page 

. . . rely on the same few people to "run" the show? Try a committee approach 
and invite new individuals to participate. This might help avoid burnout of the 
best workers and help insure new ideas. It is easier to use an individual's talents 
if the task is broken up into several smaller tasks. 

. .. not sell honey because it is easier to go to a local farm market to buy honey 
than the fair? Yes it might be - but the fairgoing audience is different from farm 
stand customers. Each are possible sale sites. 

... feature low premiums, sometimes barely paying for entry fees? Higher 
cash awards could be an incentive to attract more entrants. Could your show 
have commercial sponsors boost award money in return for recognition as 
sponsors? 

. . . have the same people enter year after year? New beekeepers need to be 
encouraged to enter shows. How can that be more effectively done through 
your local bee associations? 

... not permit honey sales at the competitive show? Some shows do have 
sales (MD State Fair/local county fairs for example) but good quality and 
diversity is needed. Local associations might help get a honey sale booth to 
accompany the competitive show. 

... get put in an out-of-the-way place? It seems that fewer fairgoers are 
interested in agricultural products at the fair-they go for the midway or horse/ 
car racing features. While it is true the nature of fairs has changed, agricultural 
products do sell at some fairs. Do you understand the fair going public and can 
you offer them something they will want to buy? 
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. .. lack volunteers to put up/man a beekeeping exhibit at the fair? Getting 
volunteers motivated and to participate isn't easy but if you and a few volun­
teers can produce an exciting display, live bees, honey give-aways, etc. fair 
goers will attend and get your message. It might be harder to convince fellow 
beekeepers of the need to have a display than educate fair goers about honey 
bees . 

... have an exhibit nobody is interested in? If you do establish a display be 
sure it tells a story. Inform the media of your display. Give honey samples. 
You need publicity-don't develop a show just for beekeepers- think of what 
the general public wants/needs to know about bees and design a visibly 
attractive, unique display to convey two or three major points. 

. .. lack any zip or vitality? See article by Kim Flottum in the February and 
March issues for good ideas from the Topsfield Fair (one of the best1) or Steve 
Taber's column in the November 1997, American Bee Journal for a host of 
good ideas or attractive honey shows. 
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t.J:ie association now has an apiary 
in the Champlain Valley and intends 
to sell honey for the association 
Treasury. The Vermont bee associa­
tion promotes bee products and bee 
awareness at the Farm Show and 
elsewhere with an attractive poster 
with photos and information. They 
hold their annual meeting during 
the fair week. 

The Champlain Valley Fair in the 
Burlington area the week before la­
bor day is a large. popular fair. There 
are eight classes in their competi­
tion including one for observation 
beehives and best display of honey. 
Premiums are $10 for first to $5 for 
third (honey display is a $30 award). 
They all sell honey, with good suc­
cess. The Tunbridge World's fair also 
has a honey display. 

Virginia 
The 11-day Virginia State Fair is 

in Richmond at the end of Septem­
ber. There are 1 7 entry categories in 
the competitive honey show with 
generous cash ($15 for first. $12 for 
second, on down - $935 total prize 
money) and ribbon awards. Entries 
of honey consist of three jars with­
out labels. For the first time, there 
was no entry fee in 1999 which hope­
fully might stimulate entries (65 last 
year down from 150 a few years ago). 
One judging category includes obser­
vation hives. 

Adjacent to the competitive 
show, th e Richmond Beekeepers 
Association rents a honey sales 
booth. They accept any honey on 
consignment and try for variely in 
both containers and honey variely. 
Gallon containers sell well - espe­
cially for repeat customers - gross 
honey sales now exceed $10,000. 
The sale table offers taste samples 
to encourage purchases. 

The competitive honey show at 
the Virginia State meeting was dis­
continued several years ago as in­
terest was declining. Several Virginia 
county s hows also feature honey 
competition. 

West Virginia 
The West Virginia State Fair is 

in Lewisburg, WV in August. It is 
more a regional competition for bee­
keepers - one of several fairs that 
have a honey competition. The state 
beekeepers host their own annual 
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honey show at their Fall m eeting. 
This is a highly competitive event 
with judging by experienced show 
judges. The State Association has 
organized a major educational effort 
with the Parkersburg Honey festival, 
held the second weekend of Septem­
ber. There is a state association edu ­
cational both with sale of WV honey 
and there a lso is a competitive 
honey show which usually features 
entries from both West Virginia and 
Ohio beekeepers. 

American Beekeeping Federation 
The honey show at the ABF con­

vention h as 14 categories and the 
best of each get a trophy, There is 
also a best-of-show trophy awarded. 
In this show. the winning (and loos­
ing) entries are auctioned off -
sometimes for hundreds of dollars -
to support the Honey Queen pro­
gram. Entries can be shipped to the 
convention site even if the entrant 
doesn't attend. In some convention 
sites, the judged entries are on 
prorninent display but in most they 
are tucked among the commercial 
exhibitors and only beekeepers get 
to see the show. The number of en­
trants and entries is down despite 
efforts to promote greater participa­
tion. 

EAS 
The Eastern Apicultural Society 

has organized a honey show at their 
annual meeting (July or August at a 
host State or Province) since their 
inception 45 years ago. Their judg­
ing standards are often used by mem­
ber state fairs or bee associations 
to model their own standards. Roger 
Morse speaks highly of the stan­
dards, in his book on judging honey 
shows published by Wicwas press. 
The standards and entry rules are 
revised and slightly changed each 
year after approval of the EAS board. 
Competitors vie for first to fifth place 
ribbons and best of category awards 
that might be engraved plates or 
bright metallic/ glass, bee shaped 
honey jars. 

Participation has been decreas­
ing of late and EAS Directors are 
looking to eliminate or more attrac­
tively alter their honey show. Pho­
tography and arts and crafts compe­
tition include more entries than tra­
ditional extracted or honey-in-the­
com b classes. When extr acted 
classes included 20 or more entries 

of three jars each and many classes 
had more entrants, a gang of judges 
needed to spend an afternoon and 
evening in the show just to get the 
task finished. At the most recen t 
show a t Maryville College in Tennes­
see, the seven judges were finished 
after 1-1 /2 hours of leisurely work. 

Wbat About A Honey Festival? 
A honey fes tival takes major 

planning and significant commercial 
and/or community s upport. The 
Carroll County (Maryland) beekeep­
ers, in conjunction with the county 
s upported Hashawha Environmen t 
Center, started a modest Fall festi­
val 13 years ago. It has grown and 
a ttracts over 1,000 visitors during 
mid-September (fewer attending 
when the weather doesn't cooper ­
ate). 

Three reasonably well-known 
September honey festivals are those 
of West Virginia, Ohio and Ken­
tucky. All three take over the com­
munity that helps sponsor them for 
a weekend. The Ohio festival in early 
September has recently moved from 
Lebanon to Oxford, a one-time home 
of L.L. Langstroth. The smaller town 
setting h elps produce a nice atmo­
sphere. In Clarkson, KY, The W.T. 
Kelley Company support has greatly 
boosted the Kentucky h on ey festi­
val. In Parkersburg, West Virginia, 
the festival has been h eld for the 
third straight year to Woods county 
4-H Camp in mineral Wells, West 
Virginia. ln the town park, the festi­
val drew 6,000 to 7,000 visitors but 
fewer journey to the 4-H camp in a 
more rural setting. Both SE Ohio 
and WV beekeepers contribute to 
this highly successful festival (1999 
is its 19u, year). Profits are used to 
publicize the Festival. Sales booths 
are rented and educational booths 
offered without charge. Steve Conlon 
dons a bee beard twice daily at the 
weekend festival. 

All these honey festivals include 
a competitive show of honey and bee 
products (with cash awards gener­
ally), educational displays (by county 
and state beekeeping organizations) 
and lots of opportunities for sales -
often in a craft-oriented format. Fes­
tivals can effectively advertise and 
educate but they require a great deal 
of coordination, lots of reliable vol­
unteers and generous cooperators 
outside the beekeeping industry.§!] 
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James E. Tew 

Stupid l1111e1 Cove_rs A ncl Acc1_1_rsed Mites 

No m a t ter wh en you m ay be 
r eading this in th e futu re, t h e 
presen t time is late October and 
early November , 1999. I finally had 
a opportuni ty lo work bees, and as 
us ua l. m ad e som e observations. 
More comments from the field . 

Stupid Inner Covers I have h ad 
this ha ppen loo many times. The 
bees are a bit plugged up with honey 
as the 0ow ends. All the books say 
lo limit s torage s pace on the down 
side of the 0ow in order for bees to 
finis h fi lling a nd capping s uper s. 
Whal happens? The bees frequently 
a ttach the in ner cover with a bun­
dant brace and burr comb which is 
the precise r eason thal the inner 
cover was designed initially - lo pre­
vent the ou ter cover from being s tuck 
down. The problem tha t I frequently 
have is tha t the inner cover cannot 
stand the s lress of being pried up 
without breaking apart. The older the 
inner cover becomes. the worse it 
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becomes. The inner cover tha t I have 
pictured for you is an old one, but I 
have had new on es break or crack 
all loo often. 

I expect lhat many of you will 
say tha t the bee spacing is incor­
recl, but even so the inner cover 
should be able to withstand th e 
s tress need ed to rem ove it. Most 
inner covers are just a bit Jess than 
¾" thick and are intended to be re­
versed during winter months. What 
would happen if a ½" piece of ply­
wood was used , including a hand­
hold, having a ¼" thick wood rim? 
Yes, it would be con s iderably 
heavier , but I am afraid tha l exlra 
s lrength will require extra weight. 
Why am I complaining aboul this a l 
a ll? To fully understan d my com­
plaint: one needs hundreds of bees 
Dying around; one needs to be tired; 
one needs to have already dealt wi th 
previously s tuck inner covers; and 
one needs to be in a hurry. Under 
such conditions . inner covers and 

A noU1er broken 
inner cover. 

other ancillary bee equipmen t very 
nearly become expendable. All bee­
keepin g equipmenl. in my opinion, 
should be designed to withstand the 
worst case scenario - nol lhe best 
case scenario. 

Accursed Mites Well. back to the 
design board on this recommenda­
tion. I have consistently been com­
fortable saying thal anyone install­
ing package bees had one free year 
before having to treat for Varma. 
Wrong. Overwrite thal file. The pack­
ages I installed this past spring 
ended up being loaded with miles in 
October. In mid-October. I pul in 
slrips and installed "sticky-boards" 
having an over lay of 1/8" hardware 
cloth. Though probably not the best 
system in lhe bee world, we impro­
vised sticky boards by havin g pieces 
of card slock cul thal would fit in­
side the boltom board and stick out 
the fronl a few inches. Then using 
comm on pelrolalum (VaselineTM). 
we smeared a coal of lhis grease 
over the board and smoothed it with 
a spatula. (Nole - The sticky boards 
pictu red were cul lo fit within 4 -
fr ame nuc leus colonies. Larger 
sheets were cu l and coaled for full­
sized hives). 

As lhe boards are needed in the 
field, U1ey wer e pulled apart and 
pushed inlo the entrance. In case 
you have never done fuis before, it 
is imporlanl that the bollom board 
be reasonably clean. Bu rr comb will 
jam up the board as you push it in. 
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Installing Fluvalinate Strips After 
Lhe sticky boards were in place, I 
adqed (following label recommenda­
lions) one strip per five frames of 
bees. Some discussion is in order 
at this point. As wilh lhe inner 
cover above. it is important to con­
sider lhese procedures under field 
conditions - nol under easy-chair 
conditions. The nec tar n ow h as 
passed . (Strips s hould nol be in the 
colony during a flow.) Heavy s upers 
are in place and must be removed 
before Lrealmenl could proceed. Lit­
erally thousands of bees were flying 
helter-skelter. The bees were defen­
sive and those not defensive were 
robbing their neighbors. Honey was 
s tringing all over lhe place. Before I 
knew it, it was quickly mid-afternoon 
and the "stripping" was taking much 
longer lhan I lhoughl. Though I kept 
lhe removed s upers covered. lhere 
were c louds of bees beginning to 
converge at lhe truck on which I had 
slacked supers. I continually rinsed 
my sticky hands wilh water which 
enticed robber bees to forage on my 
s weel h ands. Though I was ad­
equa tely protected, I do nol com­
monly wear gloves. My hands were 
taking a beating. There are no pho­
tographs of these even ts because 
lhere was no way lo accomplish this 
management task and use a cam­
era. Bees were malted on lop of the 
second deep. Now. under these con­
ditions, you must decide is this a 
"3-strip colony or a 4-strip colony"? 
I wanted to do things exactly by la­
bel ins tructions. but quickly realized 
(again) tha t la bel instructions -
lhough precise on lhe product pack­
age - are nol precise in lhe field. That 
doesn't mean thal you just give up, 
but il certainly means that your es­
timates of s trip needs and place­
ment become a calculated guess. 
You see. in most cases, lhe upper 
deep was very nearly full of honey. 
The ins tructions call for, "one strip 
per five frames of bees - not honey." 
When in doubt. a nd when in the heal 
of bee battle, I would recommend 
that you tend lo over -treat rather 
lhan under-lreat. But always. a lways 
have residue concerns on your mind. 

The Next Morning The colonies 
being stripped were in good s hape. I 
have been keeping you abreast of 
their development t h rough t h e 
monU1s. Though I had not seen one 
adult mite in lhe colonies, I had no 
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doubt that mites were present in 
these colonies in some qu antity, 
bul I was not prepared for wh a t I 
found upon rem oving lhe s ticky 
boards the next morning .... litera lly 
1000s of mites tha t were dead or 
dying. 

I didn 't see lhis coming. I Lhink 
a bout mites and talk about mites 
nearly every day of my life and yet I 
did not expect to see this ma n y 
mites on package bees, splits, a nd 
full-sized colonies lhat were under 
my management. No type of colony 
was s pared though there were fewer 
mites in the package bees. Drat, 
dra l, drat. 

Resistance to Fluvalinate? Was 
this fluvalinate resistance. No, lhis 
was not a such an incidence but 
ralher a case of us. at the bee lab . 
trying lo learn how Lreat for mites 
wi th discretion. In past articles, I 
have referred to our industry's need 
to begin to use Integrated Pest Man-

Burr Comb Pan 

Colony wilh sticky board in place. 

agement (1PM) concepts rather than 
j ust depend solely on fluvalinate. I 
would like lo think lhal lhis is jus t 
lhe learning curve. However, it was 
definitely a wake-up call. These 
mites have nol been defeated and 
we have not won lhe war. Al best, 
we are at a stand-off with Varroa. 
Slay at your duty posl. 

For yourlnfonnation For your in­
formation only and not for advertise­
ment, a commercial enterprise has 
senl me a flyer promoting a "Varroa 
mite monitoring Lrap". This is actu­
al ly a manufactured sticky board 
along wilh a plastic screen mesh. 
For lhose of you nol inleresled in 
making your own sticky boards. this 
product may be of in leresl to you. I 
have not used the product. They can 
be reached at: www.ipmlech.com or 
at 1-888- 476-8727. 

In the Yard I recenUy performed 
lhe typical winterizing tasks in the 

Continued on Next Page 
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bee yard,. I removed supers of honey, 
checked brood patterns, put in mite 
strips. reversed inner covers and in­
stalled mouse guards. Again, at the 
risk of sounding like an advertise­
ment, but only wishing to occasion­
a lly evaluate bee equipment prod­
ucts, I installed the Miller entrance 
reducers that I discussed in Bee 
Culture, April, 1999. I still like them. 
The day I installed them, there was 
heavy flight so some entrance con­
gestion resulted, but quickly re­
solved itself. Without the designer's 
permission, on some of the h ives, I 
pulled the entrance reducer out 
about ¼" in order to allow the bees 
easier access, but I am not sure this 
is necessary. I used a battery-pow­
ered drill and used a single screw to 
hold the reducer in place. If skunks 
are not a problem in your area, the 
screw would probably not be needed. 

Two Other Items of Bee Yard In­
terest As stated above, Mr. M.J. 
Miller is the manufacturer of the 
Miller Entrance Reducer. Recently 
he designed two other novel pieces 
of beekeeping equipment that are 
not readily available from other sup­
ply sources. The entrance closing 
device, is a spin-off of the entrance 
reducer. It is simple to use and is 
expandable to fit either eight frame 
or 10 frame colonies. 

The device, held in place with a 
small screw if necessary, can also 
be used for a robbing screen or for 
containing bees when making splits. 
Unless bees are held in confinement 
for only a few minutes, an upper 

Miller Entrance Closer 
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screen should be used to prevent the 
bees from overheating. 

A Burr Comb Pan You may recall 
from my rants above about how much 
burr comb was generated during the 
super-removal process. Mr. Miller 
has designed a simple, inexpensive 
pan that hangs on the end of the 
super and serves to catch all the 
scrapings that normally end up on 
the bottoms of your s hoes. Inner 
covers can be flipped over on the 
colony and attached burr comb can 
be scraped into the burr comb pan. 

While I like the simplicity and 
quality construction of Mr. Miller's 
devices. I offer their description to 
you only as information. You should 
know that I do not personally profit 
in any financial way from Mr. Miller's 
endeavors. Mr. Miller can only be 
reached by surface mail. I have 
posted his address at the end of this 
article. 

Your Observations, Please Dur­
ing the Spring, Summer and Fall of 
1999, a significant number of bees 
were foraging on fertilizer residue in 
one of our University forestry plots. 
Though I suspect these foraging 
bees were there for minerals and 
trace elements, I cannot state that 
for sure. Through the years, I have 
both seen examples and heard re­
ports of bees foraging in peculiar 
places such as feed bins, around 
salt blocks, and in cattle feed lots. 
In one instance, I was told of bees 
scraping paint off of agricultural 
equipment. What's going in these 
occasional instances? Have any of 
you seen bees foraging in such novel 

places? 

More Observations, Please Not 
that you asked, but I have a small 
research project on-going in which I 
am experimenting with 4-frame 
n ucleus colonies. You may recall 
from earlier articles in this series 
tha t I had several such nucs suc­
cessfully pass the winter last year 
and are no~ full-sized colonies. I am 
interested in making late season 
splits. installing a new queen in 
these splits, and then overwinter­
ing this small unit. I made 40 nucs 
in October, 1999, and will monitor 
their wintering success under differ­
ent conditions. This research project 
is supported by the Ohio State 
Beekeeper"s Association. If you have 
experience wintering such small 
units in temperate climates, I would 
like to hear from you. 

It's Time for Winter It's time for 
winter in the bee yard , but I am 
about as ready as I can be. I plan on 
tinkering with pain ting wintering 
colonies while the bees are quiet. 
Will that work? More later.~ 

Literature Cited : 
Tew, James E. 1999. Bee Culture's Bee 

Yard. "Getting Ready". Bee Culture. 
127(4): 46-50 

Addr esses: 
M.J. Miller & Sons. 3595 TR 414, Dundee. 
OH 44624 

Dr. James E. Tew. State Specialist. Bee· 
keeping. The Ohio S tate Universi ty. 
Wooster . OH 44691. 3 30.263 .3684, 
Tew.1@osu.edu 

Entrance Closer holes are about 1 /8" diameter. 
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It doeJn 't take much for honey to cryJtallize, 

but it can be difficult to deal with. 
Roger Morse 

Honey is a supersaturated sugar 
solution . What that means in physi­
cal terms is that honey contains 
mor e sugar than would normally dis­
solve in a given quantity of water. 
What this means in practical terms 
is that the sugar in lhe honey will 
crystallize if it is given an opportu­
nity to do so. How soon a honey 
granulates depends upon several 
factors including there being nuclei 
present on which the crystals may 
grow, and time and temperature. 

Honey bees collect nectar from 
flowers lhat lhey make in to honey. 
The most common s ugar in nectar 
is sucrose , which is lhe same sugar 
produced by sugar cane and sugar 
beets and that is found in maple 
syrup. Corn sugar is different and is 
predominantly glucose. One of the 
steps lhe bees take in making honey 
is to add an enzyme to the nectar 
they collect lhal breaks lhe sucrose 
into two smaller sugars, glucose and 
fructose. 

It is an interes ting facl that 

when honey crystallizes it is only the 
s ugar glucose that forms crystals. 
The fructose in honey does not crys­
tallize. Even when crystallized honey 
is firm and hard it still consists of 
granules of glucose surrounded by 
liquid fructose. 

The need for crystal nuclei 
An experiment you may care to 

perform to demonstrate the need for 
nuclei on which the glucose crystals 
may grow is to take two one-pound 
jars of honey that you have pasteur­
ized and bottled hot and pul them 
s ide by s ide. When the jars have 
cooled, open one jar and put the cap 
aside for a minute. After one minute 
close the jar and put the lwo on a 
shelf, out of the sunlight but where 
you can watch them for the next few 
months. You will note that the jar 
you open ed, though only for a 
minute, crystallizes much more rap­
idly than the jar that remained 
closed. The reason is that in the one 
minute the jar was open there was 

In the comb, the only things left are glucose crystals. 
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a sufficienl number of dust particles 
that settled out of the air and into 
the honey to provide a large number 
of hard nuclei on which the crystals 
migh lgrow. Without the nuclei there 
would be no crystals, or at least it 
would take them much longer to 
grow. 

What to do with combs of 
granulated honey 

This pasl Winter I had a colony 
die in mid-Winter. There was an 
empty s uper lefl over with about 50 
pounds of honey lhal had crystal­
lized in the comb. Under normal cir­
cumstances I would h ave put this 
super of honey on another colony to 
use for Spring food, bul at that time 
I had no colonies that needed more 
honey. 

Whal does one do with a super 
of honey cryslallized in the comb? 
There is no way in which crystallized 
honey can be extracted from the 
comb. In lhis case I let lhe bees rob 
it out in mid-Summer. What I found 
after the robbing is shown in the 
pictures. There were many hard crys­
tals of glucose in the cells though 
the robbers had rem oved many of 
them and le l t h em fall onto the 
ground. The bees had removed a ll of 
lhe fructose from around lhese crys­
tals. The crystals were large and hard 
and would nol be tasly. You will note 
that the crystals are pure white in 
color. The coloring and flavoring com­
ponen ts in the honey remained in 
lhe liquid fraction of lhe honey that 
was removed by lhe robber bees. 
Honey bees can dissolve these crys­
tals if they have a good s upply of 
water and Lime. However, they a re 
nol inclined lo do so. 

The controlled granulation of 
honey 

The late Professor E. J. Dyce of 
Cornell Universlly deve loped a 
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meth od of forcing h oney to granu­
late. bul the granu les formed using 
his p rocess are very small, so much 
so thal they cannot be detected with 
the tongue and the final product is 
s mooth like butter. He patented the 
process in 1935. The paten t has ex­
pired. and anyone may make finely 
granulated honey. The process in­
volves pasteurization (to preven t fer­
men talion). the introduction of crys­
tal n uclei on which new crystals may 
grow. and storing the new product 
at about 57°F. which is the optimum 
temperature al which crystals will 
grow in honey. I wrote a paper about 
how this is done in Gleanings in Bee 
Culture (volume 111, pages 441-442. 
1983). I would be glad lo send a re­
prin t of that article lo anyone inter­
ested. ~ Natural crystals are large, hard and pure white. 

High Fructose Corn Syrup 

B & B Honey, Inc. 

Beekeeping 
Equipment 

Rt. 2, Box 245 
_ Houston, MN 55943 Candle Making 

Equipment ., : \ ~\ 
• ' 

800.342.4811 

·~· "Blessed be the Lord God o f Israel, for ·~· ~~.-,1.t He both visited and redeem ed His -:.\--►-~., •1,,~li people." - Luke 1:98 ,~,,,. 
111111 ,l,lt-~,~~i!t,l,lt-~,l,ltil~~~~"h~~~~~ 

~ iJ-.: ,,,r-·,1r~, .. ~,,r .. ,,r1,,~iti .. 1lf'"i1,"J1i~...,,.-,.r-"1l, '11i.,.~ ~~ 

~f Never a Christmas Morning, ,~ 
Never the Old Year Ends, 

But Someone Thinks of Someone, 
Old Days, Old Times, Old Friends. 

Let us turn our thoughts away from 
business for a brief period and, may the 

Peace and Joy of Christmas be with you. 

December 1999 

OJaD 
iaries 
NCO RPO RATED 

P .0. BOX 909, MOULTRIE, GA 31776-0909 
1-800-333-7677• FAX (912) 985-0209 

Hawaiian 
Queen 

ORDER Y2K QUEENS 
P.O. Box 652 • Captain Cook, H 196704 

Ph. 808-328-2656 
Toll free: 888-485-2244 

FAX 808·328-7 433 
email: HIQUEEN@HIALOHA.NET 

ac Se Habla Espanol Ill 

Brood Booster or Extender Patties 
ready to apply to the bees 

~ 
Newton Apiaries 
e.-1 RIWIUU . , v .. ,~ .., , .uo -·-• Puts the material where you want it. 

• Use only as much as the hive needs - no 
more wasted material. 

• No need to split the broodnest to get the 
material where it's needed most. 

• Saves labor, your time, and your back. 
• Premixed for immediate use - no mixing 

required. 
• Also available in grease patty form with or 

without TM. 
• Stays where you put it. 
• All orders shipped UPS or freight collect. 

Call, fax or write for pricing: 
ph (559) 277-8456 • fax (559) 277-2456 

email: calfbman@aol.com 

J
. Newton Apiaries 

• • 6539 W. Olive Ave. 
• Fresno, CA 93722 

CE:l!al 
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Here's a sobering thought. A re­
cent survey. pointed .out to me by 
several people, asks the question: 
What's the easiest way to get rich 
quick? First on the list ... win the 
lottery. Second ... sue somebody. 

Lawsuits in the beekeeping in­
dustry aren't unheard of. Settling 
business disputes that seem 
unresolvable in any but an 
adversarial court room are becom­
ing more common. But for the most 
part they've tended to be in the 
realm of accidents with trucks, sting­
ing incidents or product liability. 

But what happens when a honey 
producer buys queens that, for what­
ever reason. don't measure up? Do 
queen producers have a responsibil­
ity in a situation like this? And, if 
so, is there some part of the missed 
honey crop (because of the alleged 
faulty queens) they would need to 
compensate? And how do you prove 
a case like this. one way or another? 
Only the lawyers know, for now. Like 
1 said, a sobering thought. 

• 

This year. 1999, celebrates the 
75th anniversary of the Walter T. 
Kelley Company. I never m et Mr. 
Kelley. He passed away the year I 
started this job. But the influence 
he. his wife Ida. and the business 
they started h ad on the beekeeping 
industry worldwide is, to say the 
least, monumental. 

Known throughout the world be­
cause of his many trips to nearly ev­
erywhere visiting beekeepers, Walter 
will be better remembered, probably 
as long as beekeepers exist, as the 
man who put his head on the body 
of a bee. Nobody before or since has 
made such a statement. Nobody 
would dare. 

During his career he raised 
queens and packages. built two fac­
tory complexes in two states, trav­
eled the world. invented or improved 
many of the tools we use everyday, 
and made a million friends. He and 
his wife left behind a legacy of qual­
ity products a t low prices, a wing of 
a hospital, a strong and growing 
business and thousands of custom­
ers who feel they've known all the 
fine people at U1e Kelley Company 
all their lives. 

Mary K. Franklln. a long time 
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employee, has written a small book 
detailing the history of the company 
and the lives of the Kelley's. There 
aren't many left, current president 
Sarah Manion tells me, and they 
cost only $5.00. If you want to know 
more about this fme company and 
its past, I suggest you send for a copy 
before they're all gone. It's a fasci­
nating chronicle of our history. 

From all of us at the A.I. Root 
Company, congratulations on 75 
years or service, and friendship. And 
here's to 75 more. 

• 

The last issue of 1999. The last 
of the 1900s. I wonder if A.I. ever 
thought his little magazine would 
really last this long- past the 1800s. 
past the 1900s. and at least into the 
2000s. Bee Culture is going to bring 
about some significant changes 
starting in January. Elsewhere we 
explained the increase in subscrip­
tion rates, and there are good rea­
sons for that (three years without a 
change, increased printing costs. 
increased costs here and quality im­
provements). Those quality improve­
men ts include two technological 
changes that I'm excited about. 
First, our magazine will no longer be 

'made' here, that is, printed out, and 
sent to the printer to copy. shoot, 
plate and print. Next month we send 
to our printer an electronic copy, ·on 
disk, that they print out on their very 
high quality equipment - our pho­
tos will be much, much better and 
the copy will be crisper. cleaner and 
easier to read. No shiny paper 
though. We're keeping the same, 
easy-to-read kind we have now. 

But what's even more exciting 
is that many of tqose high quality 
photos, most in fact, will be in color. 
Imagine yellow Cordovan queens, 
dark amber honey, white sweet clo­
ver or the deep blue eyes of the next 
Federation Honey Queen. All this, 
and more, right after Y2K. 

So until next year keep your hive 
tool sharp. clean out your smoker, 
wash your beesuit and get ready for 
a new, improved Bee Culture. And if 
you happen to be in the Jackson. 
Mississippi area next November 
check out that state's armual meet­
ing. They do a great job. In the mean­
time have a safe, sane and happy 
Holiday season. Next year will be 

bette~* 

PIERCE ELECTRIC 
UNCAPPING KNIFE 

Patented adjustable thermostat, blade now wound 
hotter at point end, guaranteed for one year. 

(115 volt) 3-wire cord (220 volt) DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

PIERCE MFG. CO. 2536 E. Fender Ave. Fullerton CA 92831 

??? Why are you still using poison in your beehives ??? 

Herbal Bee Calmer (formerly Mite Solution) 
proven to remove hive stress naturally~,, 

double blind studies and thousands 
f satisfied beekeepers around the world. • • 

Herbal Jelly is applied thru front. e ntrance without opening the hive 
Treats 10 hive bodies for the 10 ac tive months of the year $18.00 

Concentrated Herbal Bee Calmer capsu les comes ready to mix 
cup size will treat 25 hive bodies 10 months ............... ....... $11.00 
pint treats 50 hive bodies for the 10 mont hs .............. ....... $20.00 
quart will treat. 100 hive bodies 10 ac tive months .. ... ..... $ 38. 00 

Always follow instructions. For more information call (360) 225-963:, 

Checks to Tuttle Apiary Labs, 3030 Lewis River Rd. 
Woodland, WA 98674 
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Ann Harman 

Home Harmony 

Christmas panic does not begin 
to set in until about December 20. 
At that point Christmas is inevitable 
whether you are "ready" or not. Right 
now you still have some time to come 
up with ideas to make gift giving 
easy. Actually our honey bees made 
your Christmas preparations much 
easier when they packed away your 
honey crop back in the Spring and 
Summer. Now it is up to you to do 
something creative with that honey 
crop. 

Christmas is for bears! Teddy 
bears, of course. Unless you are still 
upset over a bear visit to your 
beeyard, you must admit that a teddy 
bear is a very appealing creature. 

Do you usually sell some of your 
honey in bears? If not. the Christ­
mas season is a good time to try that 
approach. Although teddy bears are 
a lways popular with people of all 
ages. at this time of year you will 
see many more bears of all sizes and 
descriptions available in catalogs 
and in shops. You can promote your 
bears by calling them "Santa's honey 
teddy bears." 

Teddy bears - honey-filled bears 
- are appropriate for all ages. Little 
children just like bears. Teens also 
find them very appealing. And even 
adults readily admit they like teddy 
bears. Teddy bears are a collectible 
item. So with a family of bears avail­
able as squeeze bears you can have 
a gift for everyone. Squeeze bears 
come in all sizes: the daddy bear of 
2 pounds, the mama bear of 1 pound, 
the baby bear of8 or 12 ounces. Just 
think- if you have been able to sepa­
rate your honey by floral source, a 
family of bears can represent differ­
ent flavors - one in each bear. 

For r easons unknown to me, 
customers seem to prefer the bears 
with a red spout cap. I personally 
like the flip-top cap. But I gu ess the 
red, pointed cap shape is colorful 
and does look cute on the squeeze 
bear. The spout caps do come in all 
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Getting Ready For Chr~stmas 
different colors, but red ls great for 
Christmas. You can also buy a bright 
red Olp-top from Mann Lake. Use 
both flip-top and spout-top to see 
what your customers like. And you 
can always gently ask your gift re­
cipients what they like - best wait 
until late January for that question. 
By that time everyone will have used 
some honey and formed an opinion. 
Give your customers what they want, 
even if you personally like the flip­
tops! 

The bears can be decorated for 
Christmas. It is essential that your 
label be on the bear, even if the la­
bel is not in traditional Christmas 
colors. The bear can have Christmas 
ribbon around its neck or cap. You 
can decide whether a white cotton 
Santa beard will look good or not. I 
have tried dressing up bears for holi­
days but have never been satisfied 
with the results. I a lways end up 
with a squeeze bear that looks like 
a squeeze bear attempting to be 
Santa or an Easter rabbit. Perhaps 
you will be more successful than I. 

Now what are the honey lovers 
going to do with the honey in the 
bear? Probably most will put it in a 
cup of tea or on a piece of toast. 
That's fme, but it is not enough. You 
need to encourage people to use up 
that honey so that you can sell them 
some more. Suggestions for use or 
honey recipes are a good way to en­
courage sales. 

Do not put a recipe on a Christ­
mas card - it will get discarded along 
with the rest of the Christmas cards. 
Put the recipe on a file card and put 
that inside a Christmas card. But it 
may be better to fasten the recipe 
to the bear itself with decorative 
Christmas ribbon. Or the recipe can 
be inside a decorative box alongside 
the bear. The bag type of "wrapping" 
is getting so popular. Gift shops, 
card shops and variety stores all 
carry the gift-wrap bags. Don't just 
pop the bear in a bag - make a little 

nest of some green or red tissue 
paper so that the bear stands up­
right. 

One idea you might keep in mind 
is that the bear is going to need a 
refill. You might wish to put a jar of 
your honey - with label, of course -
in with the bear. If you attach a 
Christmas tag to the jar, say that it 
is to refill the bear. In that way you 
can suggest to your customers that 
buying honey in jars is a good idea 
for bear refills. That idea should pro­
duce more' honey sales, especially 
in the Winter months to come. 

Bears also make great stocking 
stuffers! Are you giving a Christmas 
stocking to someone? I find that in­
expensive Christmas stockings 
make great gift wraps - sometimes 
better than the gift-wrap bags. You 
can put a beautiful, choice apple in 
the stocking, then a gift, and top it 
all off with a squeeze bear. If you 
wish, the bear can peek out over the 
top of the stocking. There will still 
be room for a recipe or two. 

Many people entertain relatives, 
neighbors and others during the 
Christmas season. Each person can 
go home with a small squeeze bear 
of your nice honey. Tie a plaid rib­
bon around the bear's neck and put 
all the bears together near the door. 
In that way your guests won't forget 
to take one home. A hangtag with 
recipes and suggestions is suitable 
for these bears. The hangtag should 
have your name, address and phone 
number, just like your label on the 
squeeze bear. You never know who 
will meet your bears and want to buy 
some of your honey. 

Now, start thinking about all the 
people who have helped you all year. 
Don't they deserve a bear? How 
about your mailman? the veterinar­
ian? your dentist, doctor, the 
plumber who saved you from a hor­
rible flood from a leaky pipe? I am 
sure there are many more of these 

Continued on Next Page 
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people in your lives this past year. 
Think back and make a list. You may 
find a new customer ·this way. 

r keep mentioning recipes as 
suggestions for using your gift of 
honey. You will want to include 
something simple unless you abso-
1 u tely know the person loves to cook. 
Also storage of honey is always a 
problem. So many people think it will 
spoil so they store it in the refrig­
erator. Then it crystallizes. Then 
they think it really has spoiled and 
throw it out. Information on storage 
needs to be continually emphasized. 
Here are a few ideas for you. 

Honey does not spoil, so do not 
store honey in the refrigerator. It will 
crystallize. Crystallized honey is not 
spoiled. Just put the jar in a bowl of 
hot water until it turns back to a liq­
uid. 

Mix honey with softened butter 
or margarine and a sprinkle of cin­
namon to make a spread for toast or 
waffles. 

Breakrast cereals and even 
those "Pop Tarts" are much improved 
with a drizzle of honey. 

Use honey to sweeten iced 
drinks because it dissolves faster 
than sugar. 

Mix honey with your favorite 
mustard for a honey mustard spread. 

Drizzle honey over any fresh fruit 
for an enhanced flavor. 

Use honey instead of sugar in 
salad dressings and ham glazes. 

Honey mixed with cream cheese 
is great on a bagel. 

Honey is a perfect addition to a 
peanut butter sandwich. 

Honey drizzled over your favor­
ite ice cream makes a quick sundae. 

Add a spoon of honey to un­
sweetened applesauce. 

Add a squeeze of honey to 
cooked vegetables to enhance flavor. 

Sugar For Feeding 
(},awfated sugat (I. 000 lb. 1111/li11111111 odru) 

vf11ai!ab!e 111v f fost</J.!}, [;/!oca/io11s. 

cpfeaseCa!!: 
Bill Heerdegen 

St. Simons Trading, Inc. 
214 S. Steel St. 
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Ontonagon, Ml 49953 
(800) 621-9935 
(906) 884-27 45 

FAX: (906) 884-2747 

Here are a few short recipes to 
accompany the squeeze bears. 

WHITE BARBECUE 
SAUCE 

"Especially good on chicken -
brush on near end of broiling." 

6 tablespoons mayonnaise (not salad 
dressing) 

3 tablespoons mild flavored honey 
1 teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon freshly ground pepper 
2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice 
3 tablespoons white wine vinegar 

Combine first four ingredients in small 
bowl. Gradually whisk in lemon juice 
and vinegar. Blend until smooth. Makes 
l cup. 

Honey Naturally 
California Honey Advisory Board 

FAT-FREE HONEY 
BERRY MILKSHAKE 

Many people do not think of 
many uses for honey, especially in 
a quickly made milkshake. Even 
people who do not cook very much 
will like this recipe. 

l pint non-fat vanilla Ice cream or non­
fat frozen yogurt 

l basket strawberries, hulled; or an 
assortment of berries, about 

2-1/2 cups 
l/2 cup non-fat milk 
l / 4 cup honey 
4 small mint sprigs (optional garnish) 

In blender, combine all ingredients and 
blend until smooth and creamy, about 
30 seconds. Serve immediately in tall. 
chilled glasses. Makes 4 servings. 

National Honey Board 

HONEY WALNUT 
COOKIES 

Since it is the holiday season, 
baking cookies is an important part 
of the festivities. You probably plan 
to make some cookies cut into the 

Christmas shapes. This r ecipe 
makes a nice accompaniment to the 
traditional cookie. 

1 /2 cup butter or margarine 
l /3 cup honey 
2 eggs 
l teaspoon grated lemon peel 
l -1/4 cups sifted flour 
1 /2 teaspoon baking powder 
1 /2 teaspoon soda 
1 / 4 teaspoon sail 
1/2 teaspoon nutmeg 
1 /2 teaspoon cinnamon 
1 /2 cup coarsely chopped walnuts 
walnut halves for garnish 

Cream butter: continue while adding 
honey in a fine -stream. Add eggs: beat 
until well -blended. Stir iD lemon peel. 
Sift together flour; baking powder, soda; 
salt and spices. Add to the creamed mix­
ture, blending only until well-mixed. 
Stir in chopped walnuts. Honey dough 
is very soft. For cookies that hold their 
shape, you must chill dough for 1 hour 
or longer. Drop by teaspoonfuls onto 
greased cookie sheet. about 2 inches 
apart. If desired, lightly press a wal­
nut half into top of each cookie. Bake 
at 325°F for 10- 12 minutes or until 
lightly browned. Do not overbake. Keep 
remaining dough refrigerated between 
bakings. Yield about 2-1 /2 dozen. 

The Honey Kitchen 
ed. by Dadant & Sons 

Please don't forget to leave a 
squeeze bear of honey for Santa. But 
I think the reindeer would prefer a 
honey cookie each. 

Thank you fo.- you.- pat.-onaqe 
th.-ouqh the 1999 season. 

Lookinq fo.-wa.-d to se.-vinq 
you in the yea.- 2000. 

HAPPY HOLIDAYc5 

MIKSA HONEY FARMS 
David & Linda Mlksa 

13404 Honeycomb Rd.• Groveland, FL 34736 
Ph. 352-429-3447 • Fax 352-429-9133 

EMail miksahf@aol.com 
www.members.aol.com/miksahf/index.html 

r------------------------7 
I For That Last Minute Gift I 
l Rossman's Cypress l 

1 Beginners Outfit I 
I I 
: $1 2 9 . 9 5 plus shipping : 

I ~ O)afl P.O. BOX 909 • 3364A GA Hwy 33 N I 

\ ~ 
MOULTRJE,GA31776-0909 

I - • ~ . . . 912-985-7200. FAX (912) 985-0209 I 
I ,,. ., 1ar1es Order Lina Only: 1-800-333-7677 I 

, INCORPOAAllD EMAIL: Jrossman@surfsouth.com L------------------------~ 
~BEE CULTURE 
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ADULTERATED 
HONEY CAUGHT 

The I long Kong Consume, Coun 
c,I said tests found 10 of 36 types 

of honey fo iled to meet Woild 
1-le:ilth O1ganizat1on quality stan­
dards. 

Council spokesman Lo Ch, kit 

said one sample - G11a11g-1,hou Sn 
pe t1or Ccnllllornl lloney con 
ta,ned SIX umes the usual amount 
ol sucrose found 111 honey :111d ex 

cceded the legal hm,t on sucrnse 
by neatly 70%. It exceeded WI 10 
l11n1t on moisture conl<-nl And con­

tn111ed less than iecommcnclcd lcv 
els of fmctose and glucose 

TI1e WI 10 s11ctose l11n1ls n,c lnw 
111 I long Kong, bm all othc, l11111ts 
are gu,cle hnes. 

Two othe t brnncls 811ght Pak 
rai l loncy and Eu Yan Sang Honey 
- also exceedecl the legal suctose 
lnrnt and seven othet btancls hod 

Exports Increase 

more than the recommended wa­
ter content or conbuncd a chc.m1caJ 

that IS a by-product of decoying 
ltuctosc one! 111d1catcs poor quality. 

The seven with more than the 
tccommcnded water level or wi th 

Signs of ftuctose decay were La, 
Wan W11t1cr Honey, La, Wan Flower 
Honey, Bught Winter Honey, Boght 
Lcechy Honey, I lot Suen Yuen, Bo 
San Yuen and Natural I !1gh Orgontc 
Raw I lo ney. 

The council sa id the tests sug­
gested manufacturers could be us­
ing sugar ancl watet Lo clilute the 
honey. Eating the honey would not 
be haunfitl, ,t said. 

"If you m,x put·e honey with 

someth ing cheape,, th•t could 
meRn a higher prnfit morgm for thot 
product ,f you sell 1t os pure honey," 
Lo said 

Ainu Hnr111n11 

MEXICO'S HARVEST UP 
~lex,co's 1999 honey production ,s 
fo recast to ,nctease to 57,500 met­
nc tons, obout 2.6% :1bove the pie 
v1ous ye:H 's 1cv1sed p1oduct1011 cs­

L1mntc, due to se-veud factors such 

ns improved wc~thc1 cond1t1ons 111 

mony oreos, beltet control of Alu 
can bees, and 1mptoved headway 
comboting outb,eaks of I ;,rron 

In 1998, 47% of 1\lextco's honey 
production was expo,ted, 1hus gen 
erat111g income o l ovc, US$37 mil 
lion for 26,322 1\IT. 01 lhnl, -18.8% 
went to Germany, 16.8% to the U.K. 
and 6. 7% to the U.S. f'ot the li,st 
quarter o f 1999, exports ,cached 
5,277 I\IT. Domesllc cons11mpt1on 
111 1998 was 30,000 ~IT, represe nt­
ing n pct cap1 tn consumpl1011 of 

only 300 giams (2/ 3 lb). 
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The l\lex,can honey industry, 
though lo rgcly foc used on fo reign 
mai kets, has felt the negot1vc cco­
nom,c cond , 11011s from which 

~!ex,co IS cunently emerging. Un­
fo, tunately, last yea, ~lex,can trad­
ers and 1111em1ed1anes were accused 

of aclulte1at1ng" po , t ,on of the 
Yucatan honey with added sugar. 
Although adulterated honey never 
got 11110 the 111tcrnat1onal mo1ket, the 
scand:tl cnused 111Lcrnnt1011nl buyers 

to be wory of l\lex,can honey. T lllS 

problem, howeve,, d,d not get 
blown out of pt0port1011 ond ex­
pot ts from :t\..(cx1co co1llinucd ns-

111g. 
I loney exports arc forecast to 

1nc1casc for 1999 due to 111creosed 
do1nest1c supplies. Exports arc more 

Continued on Next Page 

EXOTIC HONEY 
MAKES$ 

North Island ap,onsts p ro ducing 
ho ney from some strn.111s of native 

manuka bush have bee n earn ing 
price prcmmms ::tftcr new rcscRrc h 

in N ew Zealand and Australia 
showed ,t has even more antibacte­

rial prope rties thon p,evtously 
thought. 

Waikoto Univ Prof. Peter l\!olon, 
co-d irecto r of the Department o f 

B,ological Sciences' honey ,csearch 
un1L, b0S1ng h is research o n the 
knowledge thot hydrogen pernx,de 
molecules found 111 most ho ney 111• 
h1b1t the growth of hormful bacte• 
1111, 1denufied "b,o-activc" forms o f 
manuka honey that had ano thet -
even more effective - molecule. 

Hydrogen peroxide IS gc nernted 
by the action of an enzyme that 
the bees add to the nectar. 

The no n-pe10x1de oct1v1ty was 

found to be exceptionally !ugh 111 
some manuka ho neys, apparently 

becouse o f a naturn lly occu n ,ng 
compound that exists only 111 some 
tree nectars 111 some seasons. 

More thsn half of the monuka 

ho ney o n sale does no t have ""Y 
significant Amount of this compo­

nent presenL 
The un 1vers1 ty developed tests 

to measure the potency of these 
ho neys ond m•nuka honey produc­
ers rcg1Stered • trademark, LJI\Ir -
Unique Manuko Factor - Lo 1nd1-
cate the prnduct's antibacterial po• 

tency rating. 

The higher the U~ lf' rat111g, the 
more potent the ho ney's act,v,ty 
ago111St ulcers, wounds and 111fec­
t1ons. 

l\lolnn said people with 111fecl:Jons 
could buy a pot w,th a rnt1ng o f 10 
or more and smear 1t on. TI1e high­
es t rat111g thus for IS LJl\lf' 18. 

The Ul\l f' honey destroys 
heliobacte, pylou, the bactc110 
found 111 stomach ulcers. It IS also 
effective agamsl some pen1cdltn-
1es1stsmt strnms of b:tclerrn, mc111d-

111g stnphylococcus au,eus, the most 
common bacteun to mfect wounds 

and burns 
The resc:trchers p1·ed1cl consum­

ers w,11 eventually tteat l11gh-po­
tency honey as a therapeutic med,­
c,ne and lcsse, potency honeys AS 

health-mamtenance food supp le­

ments. 
The find111gs were backed up by 

,escorch publ!Shcd 111 the 1'led1col 
Journal of Austutlto that suggesled 
thot b10-act1ve honey could be used 

to rombot low iron levels 
It tepo1ted that 28 pctcent of 

women and 33 percent of men 
we,e infected with the hehobacter 
bug, but the infected women had 
s1gmlicantly lower avern.gc iron con­

centrntion 111 the blood. 
New Zealand hAs been a wodd 

Icade, 111 promoting n•rurnl honey 
remedies l hrough its research and 
mo,ket111g o r momtkn honey fo t ,ts 

ant1b1ot1c pt0pctt1es 
Aln11 T-fnr111n11 

Send Your Meeting 
Notices 2 Months In 

Advance & We'll Make Sure 
They Get Published 
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QUEEN BREEDERS 
CONTRIBUTE 

A group of American Beekeeping 

Federation queen b reed ers has 
awarded funding totaling $9,000 to 

four research projects. This money 
as in addition to $10,000 already 
awarded over the last 18 months. 

The projects are: Penn State Umv. 
- Integrated pest management fo r 
T/nrron mates; USDA - tracheal mite 
resistance; Univ. o f MN - Affects 

of Coumaphos Residue on honey 
bee queens and colonie s; Simon 
Fraser Un,v. - Sem1ochem1cal-based 
trapping system for Vnrron mites. 

Contributions to thtS fund have 
been made by R Weaver Apiaries, 
He,tkam's Honey Fsrm, Glenn Ap1-

anes, Strachan Apianes, Presley Api­
aries, Homer Park, Wooten's Golden 
Queens, B Weaver Apianes, Kona 
Queen Hawaii, and Bear River 

Honey. 
More and new contributions arc 

bemg ssked for and more research 
will be funded in the future. If you 

wtSh to contribute to this fund, or 
submit a research proposal, please 

contact Gus Rouse of Kona Queen 
H awaii or Troy Fore at the Ameri­
can Beekeeping Federation. 
Projects and updates will be pre­
sented at the AJ3F meeting Q ueen 
Breeder/Package Pro ducer Special 
Interest Group in January 2000. 

A GUIDE TO LIFE 
Don't squat with your spurs o n. 
Timing has a lot to do with the outcome of a ram dance. 
The ea.siest way to eat crow IS while it's still watm. The colder it gets, the 

harder at as to swallow. 
If you find yourself 111 • hole, the first tlung to do ,s sti>p diggm! 
If ,t don't seem like ,t's worth the effort, it probably ain' t. 
The biggest troublemaker you'll probably ever have to deal w,th watches 

you shave his face in Lhe mirror every morning. 
Never ask a barber if you need a haircut. 
If you get to thinking you're a person of some influence, try ordering 

somebody else's dog around . 
Don't worry about biting off more than you can chew; your mouth is 

p robably a who le lo t bigger than you think. 
Always drink upstream from the herd. 
GcneraUy, you ain't lcarnm' no Lhmg when you're mouth's a-jawm'. 

Telling a man to get lost and making him do it are two entirely different 
propoS1t1o ns. 

1 f you're riding ahead of the crew, take a look back every now and then 
to make sure it's still there with ya. 

Good judgement comes from experience, and a lotta that comes from 
bad judgement. 

When you give a personal lesson 111 meanness to a cntter or to a person, 
don't be surpmed , f tl1ey learn ilie1r lesson. 

When you're throwin' your weight around, be ready to have it thrown 
aro und by somebody else. 

Always take a good look at what you're about to eat. It's not so important 
to know what 1t is, but it's sure crucrn.l to know what 1t was. 

Never miss a good chance to shut up. 
U"k.11011111 
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profitable than domestic sales due 

to attractive export prices and weak 
domestic demand. Mexican honey 
export prices currently average 
U.S.$1,217.00 per metric ton. Most 
of Mexico's honey e>.-ports continue 
to be in bulk form in 200 liter 
drums. Based on attractive export 
prices, the 1998 export estimate is 
revised upward. Mexico's imports 
for 1999 arc expected to return to 
norma.l relatively- low levels . For 
1998, however, there was an unusual 
increase to 31.S MT, with the U.S. 
accounting for 78.5%. ThlS is attrib­
uted to a production decline caused 
by the effects o f humcanes 111 the 
state of Yucatan. 

Domestic consumption 1s fore­
cast to decrease in 1999 due to 
greater export demand . While per 
capita edible demand will remain 
unchanged at about 300 grams, the 
cosmetic industry's diminished re­
quirements will have an impact. At 

the international level, these figures 
look mop.est in comparison with 

other countries where tl,e per capita 

APIMONDIA 
Ever since 1991, CHC and CAPA 

pursued the challenge of hosting 
the prestigious rnternat1onal 
AP IMONDIA co nference 111 

Canada. This huge e ffort was in­
tended to offer the North Amen­

can beekeeping industry an unprec­
edented educatio nal opportunity 
and showcase Canada and Canadian 
beekeeping to the rest o f the world. 

As part of ilie agreement between 
CHC and CAPA, monies left over 
from the conference will go towards 
the Canadian Bee Research Fund. 
TI1ese funds will ultimately be spent 
in support of and to the benefit of 
Canadian and world beekeeping. We 
arc very proud iliat the Ap1mond1a 
'99 Congress offered so many im­
mediate and future opportunities. 

Most who attended this "once­
in -a-lifetime" conference con­
cluded that Apimondia '99 was an 

incredible success. The lecture se­
ries ran as clockwork, despite the 
logistical challenge of prograrnmmg 
over 200 lectures. With an additional 
200 poster board presentations, the 
Congress offered a very compre­

hensive pro gram covering every 
facet of bees and beekeeping. 

The ApiExpo trade show also 
generated a great deal of interest. 
There were exhibitors from every 

consumption is larger. For this rea­
son, the internal market ,s consid ­
ered to have greater potential, given 
expected 111c1·eases in average in­
come. Honey is becoming a luxury 
item as prices are currently aligned 
to international prices . D o mestic 

honey prices are more expensive 
than other sweeteners available in 
the market such as sugar, jellies, syr­
ups and other substitutes . Retail 

honey prices currently fluctuate in 
the range of 25 - 30 pesos per kilo­
gram (U.S. $1.21 - $1.46/ lb). The 1998 
consumption estimate is revised 

downward due to more cccent in­
formation 1ndicat1ng lower produc­
tion and increased exports. 

Mexico is currently not a size­
able market for imported honey due 
to consump tion patterns and the 
ample domestic supply of cheaper 
sugar. However, under NAFTA, U.S. 
honey is in a good position to gain 
market niches based on the elimi­

natio n o f the import tariff and price 
compcti~vene ss, p~rticulady in the 

table honey segment. 

ROUND-UP 
part of the world; from Lebanon 
and Bulgaria to Chile, New Zealand, 
and Soutl1 Afnca. Products ranged 
from extracttng equipment to phar­
maceuticals, cosmetics and honey 
w,nel It was evident that we had 
offered the right product for the 
right price in the most attractive 

location; over 96% of the exhibi­
tio n space was sold! It turned out to 
be a trade show never seen before 

in Canada or North America! 
It is regrettable that many bee­

keepers could not attend the Con­
gress, for whatever reason. However, 
there is still an excellent opportu ­

nity to take advantage of the educa­
tional value of the event. The en­
tire lec ture series was recorded 
allead of time ll1 tl1e Cong,·css Pro­

ceedings. The 300 page soft cover 
edition mcludes every lecture in ab­
stract form, and in concise, under­
standable language. It is a valuable 
,·eference document to Congress 
participants and those who could 
not attend. The Proceedings will be 
available from the Canadian Honey 

Council office. You may order by 

contacting Heather Clay at 403-208-
7 141, or pick one up al the CHC/ 
CAPA Annual Meetings at Saskatoon 
111 February. The cost 1s $10US per 
copy plus mailing charges. 
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December 1 999 

To Our Many Friends And Customers ••• 
We take this opportunity to thank you for your 

patronage and support during the past year and all the 
years before. It is you, our faithful, loyal customers who 
have allowed us to remain in business and complete 

our 75th year serving beekeepers. We are deeply 
grateful to each and every one of you and want you to 

know you are appreciated. 

We wish, for all of you, the most joyous of holiday 
seasons and a peaceful and prosperous year as we 

enter into the new millennium. We look forward to 
serving you in the year 2000 and far into the future. 

Sincerely, 

Sarah L. Manion, Earl King, and 

The WalterT. Kelley Company 
P.O. Box240 • Clarkson, KY 42726 

800.233.2899 F.AX270.242.4801 
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have been plagued by mice all my life. In Winter they're espe- "No." 
cially bad. moving into the outhouse, the kindling wood box "Did you check your boxers?" she 
in the corner of the kitchen, and any hive without mouse asked, shouting up at the sky. 
guards. Many ~inters ago, I volunteered to help a beekeeper It wasn't until years later when I 

encl move some empty hives. I do not know why she brought her told my wife this story tha t I asked 
German shepherd along. Perhaps the dog had heard of my affinity myself how Johnne knew I wore box-
for mice. In any case. it was a mistake. ers when she had her back toward me. 

The hives had been sitting empty for months at the edge of a Actually, it was my wife, Bobbalee, who 
windswept pasture. I suppose the field mice thought it was one of asked it for me. 
many temporary shelters we human beings had set up for their Winter "How'd she know you wore boxers?" 
comfort. They used my outhouse the same way. "Ah, let me think," but I couldn't 

booming kicks on one of the outside walls were absolutely neces- "Is there something you haven't 
With the outhouse, I bad learned the hard way that a couple of. think how she knew. 

sary to clear the mice out of the pit. This would send them scurrying told me or are you still thinking?" 
to the rafters while I was still standing outside the outhouse - 'Tm still thinking." 
much better than having them scurrying while I was in the out- "Maybe you should think faster." 
house. There they would remain cowering in fear, and I suppose Luckily I remembered the s tory of 
loathing, while I used the facilities. 1 should have given the hives a the drunk that Johnne had rescued one 
couple of good kicks, too. morning in town when she was doing 

The first few hive bodies I loaded into the truck didn't have mice her washing. She volunteered to wash 
in them. There was plenty of mouse damage, which should have his beer-soaked clothes before he went 
been a warning, but I assumed it was from mice that had come and home to his wife, but while she was 
gone long ago. When I s tarted separating the second stack of hive washing his clothes, he needed at least 
bodies, the dog began sniffing the remaining two boxes with inter- a pair of shorts to stand around the 
est. This, too, should have been a warning. Laundromat in. I was on my way to 

I was on my way back to the pickup with a hive body in my arms church, and feeling the Christian spirit. 
when I heard Johnne sh out "Oh , my gosh, look at that!" Turning to lent him my boxers. Later, Johnne 
look, I saw the dog with h er nose stuck deep into the top box, jaws washed my boxers and gave them back 
snapping, and an explosion of mice radiating out across the snow to me a fter church'. 
from the hive entrance. "That's ridiculous," Bobbalee said. 

As I watched them explode toward Irie, I remembered a tale or "I know, but I was young then and 
two about mice running up pant legs. I did not believe those stories a bit partial to the ridiculous." 
then, and I still didn't. But, as the first, fastest mouse seemed to While I was looking for the mouse 
be heading straight for me, I said to myself, "That mouse is going to in my pants, th e question of how 
run up your pant leg." Johnne knew did nol occur to me. But 

The sensation of tiny paws clawing up my leg caused me to deeply checking my shorts was a good idea 
regret not wearing long johns this particular day. It was below zero, because. by now, the frigid a ir had 
and I could have worn them, but I hadn't. Then, too, I had never sapped all feeling below my waist. So I 
really appreciated the advantages of briefs over boxer shorts. I al- checked. 
ways thought they were about the same. I now realized I was wrong. "Nope. Not there either." 
Briefs are much better. "Are you going to pul your pants 

These thoughts took but a microsecond. In the next microsec- back on?" sh e shouted , still with her 
ond, I had dropped the box and seized my leg with both hands just back toward me. 
above the knee. I was hoping to keep the mouse sealed off in the "Okay. f'm putting them back on." 
lower part of my pant leg. Since then , I h ave switched to 

"Did it run up your leg?" asked Johnne. briefs because they have those built-
"Yes. it did ," I said , still stooping over and clenching my leg. I in elastic mouse guards on both legs. 

asked her if she had seen the mouse run back out. Why the manufacturers of briefs do not 
"Why did you just stand there like that? Didn't you know it would emblazon their packaged goods with the 

run up your leg? Everybody knows they run up your leg." she ex- slogan 'With Mouse Guards!' is a mys-
plained h elpfully. tery. They would sell a lot more shorts 

"All I really want to know it whether you saw it come out or not." to beekeepers if they did. • 
"No," came the gloomy report. 
"What should I do?" I asked. as I continued to squeeze sensa-

tion and feeling from my leg. Not A Creature 
"I don't know," she said, but unable to feel anything in my leg 

anymore, I knew w hat I had to do. 
With speed that s urprised even me, I had loosened my grip on 

my leg. unbuckled my belt, and pushed my pants down to my shoe 
tops. Johnne went and hid behind the truck with her back toward 
me. 

"Did you find him?" she shouted back at me. 
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Was Stirring . 

Ed Hughes 
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