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A Little Help Keeps Bee Labs
ApiLife Var Files Section 18
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Catch The Buzz
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into account the lactone reaction's effects on the pH
of a honey solution. Honey may or may not be poorly
buffered, but this cannot be accurately affirmed without
using analytical procedures that take the lactone
reaction into account, and without keeping in mind the
wide variations in composition among varietal honeys,
including lactone content.

One of the most far reaching consequences of
recognizing the lactone reaction in mead is the
realization of how unique mead is in comparison with
other fermented beverages. Honey as a biochemical
food product stands apart from others due to a number
of unusual properties. The more we learn about how
bees make honey, the more we understand how
amazingly fine tuned the process is. Honey is far more
than an exotic sweetener to be used from time to time
in place of sugar, and its use in meadmaking likewise
makes mead a beverage as unique as honey. El&
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IS BACK!

Get Yours Today
800.547.1392

And Don’t Forget About
Fumidil-B, Apistan and Other
Bee Supplies, Books and
Containers

Ak
WMID-CON

1465 North Winchester
Olathe, KS 66061-5881
(913) 768-8967

FAX (913) 768-8968

Ask for our free catalog!
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\www.mid-conaglgl.com

lm:mducmg the NEW ¢ BEE
BeeMax® Polystyrene |
Hive Top Feeder.

This innovative, leak-proof model
from Scandinavia, is practically
maintainence freel Constructed of a
seamless, one-piece polystyrene unit,
it NEVER needs sealing or resealing.
Bees enter at the front and are kept
from drowning by a plexiglass panel.
Will fit on either a wooden or
polystyrene hive. (Ship Wt: 8 Ibs.)

PHTF1 Poly Hive Top Feeder
1-4 Feeders_$ 21.95 each
5+ Feeders ... 19.95 each

800'633-"':’.379

Please mention Source Code BCO506a when ordering

Bee sure to inveastigate thia other
innovative BeeMax product:

BeeMax" Polystyrene

Telescoping Cover for
Wooden Hives

The most cost effective way to
improve the wintering ejpiciency

of your wooden hives!

With an inner cover, this 1 inch thick
polystyrene cover will give you an R
value of over 6.5. Moreover, rising mois-
ture from the heat of the winter cluster
will penetrate through the cover rather
than fall back on the bees. Labor spent
preparing the hives for winter will be
reduced. Sized 10 fit your wooden hives
exactlyl Remember, these covers are
light in weight, so you will want to keep
a stone or brick on them to keep them
from blowing off in a storm. Dimensions:
18 3¥/4" x 22 3/8. (Shipping Wt.: 6 Ibs.)

TOC2 BeeMax Telescoping Cover

Cur NEW BeeMax
Hive Top Feeder
ahown on a Wooden
Hive. Will alse work
with our NCW BeeMax

Polyaryrene Hivea!

Also available in Canada at: 1-4 Covers $ 1195 each
FW. Jones & Sons, LTD. 5-24 Covers 1,60 each '
44 Dutch Bedford, Quebec JOMAD Canada 25+ Covers 10.95 cach

1-800-665-6637

September 2002

27









I just returned from catching the Truck Stop Swarm.
I thought information about the Truck Stop Swarm
might come in handy to those beekeepers which have
yet to receive a call about dealing with a Truck Stop
Swarm.

How To Recognize The Truck Stop Swarm

1. The swarm usually appears (or is first noticed) at
daybreak.

2. The swarm usually is located on the outside lane
in the truck fueling area.

3. The swarm is almost always on the roof over the
fuel lanes close to the lights.

4. The swarm is usually a loose bunch of bees and
not a typical swarm in behavior, and there have been
a couple stinging incidents before you arrive, but
not always. There have been at least a couple
buzzings.

Ways To Get Out Of Going After The Truck Stop Swarm

1. Say you can't come until next week. The bees are
usually gone after a week.

2. Say you are afraid of heights.

3. Charge a ridiculous fee.

4. Tell the truck stop employee who calls, that you do
not carry insurance and the truck stop will have to
be responsible for your injuries if you get hurt.

Almost always they will tell you they will not be
responsible if you get hurt, but please catch the swarm.
Most pest control outfits do not do bee calls. I carry
insurance on my bee activities so the truck stop people

30

always call me. The employees have been told never to
use an independent contractor, which does not carry
insurance, which is generally a rule they follow closely.
My brother is a lawyer and says if a beekeeper was
removing a swarm at the truck stop and got hurt in the
process, the truck stop would still be liable. In other
words if you hire a contractor to do work on your house
or business or give permission for work to be done and
those people do not carry insurance, you as the home
owner or business owner can be liable if a person gets
injured on your property. Laws vary from state to state.

Saying you are too busy does not set well with those
truck stop employees, which consider The Truck Stop
Swarm a big crisis. I would recommend another excuse.

I feel it is my obligation as a beekeeper to remove
swarms and a couple of truck stops are in my area. I
am a familiar face at both truck stops.

I always go if the bees are creating a problem!

I have created a few truck stop swarms with my
bees over the years, so will explain how Truck Stop
Swarms come to be. Trucks loaded with beehives
normally fuel at night. They usually use the outside
lane on the truck fueling side. Many use Meyer
*RoadRunner* orange netting so the fact that the truck
is carrying beehives is not easily discovered. Those
employees familiar with a Truck Stop Swarm will often
run out and wave you away from the truck stop if they
figure you are loaded with beehives.

While fueling, hundreds, maybe thousands of bees
are able to escape from places around the netting and
fly up to the canopy lights. These are mostly older guard
bees, which have exited the hive entrance under the
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Figure 3. A 2000 stamp postal cancellation and cover honored Petro
Prokopovych, the “Father of Modern Beekeeping,” on the 225th anniver-
sary of his birth.

Ingert Kuzych

Ukrainians have appreciated their hardworking
insect friends from the very earliest of times. Originally,
among prehistoric people, the idea was solely to gather
honey and wild hives were simply raided in haphazard
fashion. It wasn't long, however, before the settlers of
the Ukrainian forest-steppe devised a way to collect
honey in a more systematic and dependable fashion.

Figurel. Last year's well-designed souvenir sheet was able to incorporate many facets of

Ukrainian beekeeping through the ages.

- b bt

Many of the greatest advances in beekeeping
(apiculture) were subsequently made in the territory
of Ukraine. It is not surprising, then, that Ukraine has
already released four stamp issues in its first decade
of independence that depict bees or beekeeping.

The first innovation in domesticating bees was to
keep them in hollow logs or gums (borti). These would
be placed high in trees
to mimic natural tree
trunks. This method,
called bortnytstvo, was

practiced until the
middle of the 18"
century. In a few

forested areas — Volyn,
northern Chernihiv, or
the mnorthern Kyiv
regions — it persisted to
the beginning of the 20"

century.
Last year the
Ukrainian stamp

production firm “Marka
Ukrainy” produced a
splendid souvenir sheet
that illustrated much of
the history of
beekeeping in Ukraine.
The trees on the right
and left selvedge of the
souvenir sheet display
examples of borti. Also
shown are some of the
tools used to collect
honey by honey
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pay for itself in increased honey production? I doubt it.
Would this ever be a commercial venture? Absolutely
not. And what about zoning? I don’t know. Am [ actually
going to do this? Right now I am at 50/50. Obviously, if
this was a great idea, more of you would already be
using bee houses. As [ wrote earlier, bee houses were
common in years passed so we have used them more
extensively in the past. But even so, some of you do
presently keep hives within or under sheds. From those
of you who currently keep bees in such buildings, what

has been your experience? Where are my plans wrong? L

I have no intentions of putting all my colonies in a

bee house, but here at my home in an urban setting, I .

am curious to know if such a building would make me
a better bee neighbor and allow me to enjoy beekeeping
more. Be aware that I can still change my mind and

not implement this project, but if I don’t, I will always L
wonder how it would have worked. If the bees hate the .
shed and it's a total bust, I can always convert the bee .

house to-a gardening shed — right? €

Dr. James E. Tew, State Specialist, Beekeeping, The Ohio State
University, Wooster, OH 44691, 330.263.3684,
Tew. l@osu.edu; http://www2.oarde.ohio-state.edu/agnic/
bee/; hitp://www2.oardc.ohio-state.edu/beelab/

* Largest beekeeping trade show in the U.S. Visit with

10 REASONS TO ATTEND

ABF Convention in Kansas City

all the major suppliers.

Special Interest Groups and workshops focus on your
concerns.

Meet beekeepers from every area of the U.S. — and
other countries.

Meet all the major honey packers and buyers.
Advance your skills at presentations with expert
leaders.

Hear speakers from all four of your USDA bee labs.

A diversified program for a diversified industry.
Discover the latest tools available to sell your product.
A family oriented program and social activities.
Central location: easy to drive to; economical to fly to.

Come See for Yourself What You Can Add to the List.

American Beekeeping Federation's 60th Anniversary Convention
January 13-16, 2002, at the Westin Crown Center in Kansas City
More information: ABF, P.O. Box 1337, Jesup, GA 31598
X 2 912.427.4233 - FAX 912.427.8447
% Email: info@ABFnet.org - www.ABFnet.org
1943

NEW

SMALL SCALE HARVESTING

%% Shows In Detail How To Remove Bees
Using
* brush, fume board, escapes & blowers

%% Setting Up A Small Extracting Area

= uncapping efficiently & inexpensively
* handling cappings
= inexpensive straining & filtering

2% Bottling What You Harvest

« gates & pails
* bottles
* clean & neat clean-up

60 Minutes With Kim Flottum, Editor of Bee

Culture Magazine

X233V

$30.95

Bee Culture’s Beekeeplng Vldeos -

Beekeeping Workshop
Video Serieg with Jim Tew

Finding The Queen
60 minutes Find the queen in small, medium
even boomer colonies. X231V

h $34 00 Postpaidin U.S.

PLUS...

Smokers & Reading Frames
30 minutes. Two Part 1) Lighting & using a smoker. 2) How to read a
frame & know what's going on. X228V

$25.95 Postpaidin U.S.
Splits & Divides

17 minutes. Make more from what you have. X223V

$26.95 Postpaidin U.S.

Tales From The Hive
The 1 hour Nova special. Extraordinary. X234V

$25.00
Postpaidin U.S.

To Order Contact
The A.I. Root Company
623 W. Liberty St., Medina, OH 44256
800.289.7668, Ext. 3219
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