
























































1500
HOIVES

And only a
/91’0@— u/a truck.

James E. Tew
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How to manage 1500 hives with only a
pickup truck.

Oliver Collins and his wife,
Cheryl manage 1500 hives - with no
outside help. They move these hives
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many times beginning in Spring
through late Summer. And they do
it all with only a pickup truck. Short
of working themselves to death, how
is that possible? With trailers, lots

One of the trailer jacks and a
view of the lashing rope.

of trailers. Though Mr. Collins uses
only that heavy-duty pickup, he has
51 trailers (that's right — fifty-one),
each capable of holding twenty colo-
nies. What's more he has about 500
hives that are not trailered, but more
about that later.

The Location

Obviously, moving 1000+ colo-
nies in loads of twenty colonies each
can take a long time if the distances
traveled are very far. Operating on
the Eastern Shore of Maryland, near
Salisbury, Oliver has developed a
specialty pollination business based
predominantly on local watermelon,
cucumber, cantaloupe, and apple
contracts. He rarely gets out of his
Zip Code to fulfill these pollination
contracts, and most of his custom-
ers are his neighbors. True. Oliver
has a novel situation but not com-
pletely novel. I personally know bee-
keepers in other states that are situ-
ated within large pollination areas
that could profit from Mr. Collins’
procedures and techniques.

The Philosophy
The upfront cost of the trailers
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Kim Flottum

I dropped in on our friend Bob recently (we've visited with Bob a number of times over the years) and he was
putting together frames for next season. Bob is a traditionalist when it comes to frames - 'wood and wax and
make 'em yourself' is his motto.

But he's also ho slacker when it comes to streamlining the process - after all, there are other things in life. So
I waited around a bit, watched, kibitzed and took some photos. People I know make frames faster, but nobody
has a finished product with the quality I saw here.

So, if you're making frames this Winter, watch over Bob's shoulder for a bit. You might pick something up ...

November 2000

Bob first predrills every top bar
for the nails. He works on groups of
50(1). Next he inserts the eyelets,
10 at a time (2,3). When done, he
sets up his home-made nailing box,
secures in the eyeletted end bars,
glues the tops, puts on the top bars,

inserts the nails in the predrilled
holes and nails them, two nails at
once (4,5,6.7,8,9).

When the top bars are done the
box is turned upside down exposing
the bottoms of the end bars. These
are glued and one split bottom bar

Continued on Next Page
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inserted and nailed. This keeps the
frame square. When one is complete,
the second split bottom bar is fas-
tened. When done, the box is re-
moved (10,11,12,13,14).

Bob quickly grabbed some incom-
plete frames to show me the next
step (note the eyelets aren’t in the
end bars yet). When the top and bot-
toms bars are fastened, Bob clamps
a right-sized board to his work table.
You can see it is the same width as
the inside of the frame (he uses
three boards). Then he loops the
frames over the board, predrills the
next nail hole, inserts the nail and
drives it home. All 10 nails are in
now (15,16,17,18).

When all 50 frames are com-
pletely eyeletted, glued and nailed,
the next step begins. Bob uses a
wiring board, but first removes and
cleans the wedge bar, then places
the frame on the board. One nail is
put in an end bar (left or right hand-
edness can play a big role here) for
later. Wire is threaded through the
eyelets until complete and the end
of the wire wrapped around the nail
previously inserted. Another nail is
put in the end bar, the wire pulled
tight and wrapped around the sec-
ond nail. It goes “pling” if it's tight
enough. To make sure, each wire is
crimped for added tension
(19.20,21,22,23,24).
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Finally, the foundation is added,
the wedge bar reinserted and nailed
to hold. Wires are electrically em-
bedded with just the right touch and
the finished product ready for the
bees next Spring (25,26,27,28,29).

Indeed, a Cadillac frame. At just
under 10 min./frame to completely
construct, at 50/batch, both the ef-
ficiency and quality are worth not-
ing. Yes, using air-powered staple
guns and nailers will decrease time
spent even more, but the quality will
not improve.

November 2000

Continued on Next Page
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And, as Bob said, with Mozart on the ra-
dio, and the aroma of wood and beeswax all
around . . . this part of beekeeping just doesn't
get better. E@

Bob Smith is a hobby beeleeper, videographer
and the proud owner of thousands of Cadillac frames. ﬁ)
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