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Besideshoney

Andy Rooney of “60 Minutes” Fame sure that it doesn’t exist? Secondly, as Mr. Rooney

Andy Rooney, a commentator from 60 Minutes was  extolled humankind’s achievements over the past sev-
the commencement speaker at the 2001 graduation cer- eral hundred years, I wondered why the use of fire or
emony for the College of Wooster here in Wooster, Ohio.  farming, which happened thousands of years ago, did

Mr. Rooney not make the list. It seems to me that hu-
was predict- man understanding of the use of fire was
ably enjoy- a greater development than our under-

able and en-
lightenirig. If

standing of the fundamentals of gravity.
And farming - I certainly needed to eat

anything, he before I needed to fly. I would argue that
was probably our evolution has been a long series of
more  en- achievements and setbacks. I see no rea-
lightening son to think that we have somehow
than he in- reached the pinnacle of our finds and will
tended to now spend the next millennia tweaking
be. ‘ what we already know.

During Actually, I am drifting toward a bee-
his amicable keeping point here. Mr. Rooney is a re-
comments, nowned reporter, commentator, thinker —
he developed he is even a woodworker. Yet, I disagreed
the theme

for his pre-
sentation

that most great discoveries and inventions have al-
ready been made during the past few hundred years.
There would be no more fundamental finds compa-
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rable to understanding
the concept of gravity or
the fundamentals of
powered flight. A space
flight is only taking the
Wright brother’'s
achievements to the ex-
treme. With his presen-
tation, Mr. Rooney did
me a great favor — he
forced me to think. He
presented me with the
conundrum - if some-
thing is undiscovered,
then how is someone

with him. But while disagreeing with him,
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Gerhard K. Guth
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I started making candles
back in the days when I could get
my choice of wax color at $1.59 per
pound. My choice always was a
golden color. I have also worked for
others and was paid in beeswax.
Since my time
isn’'t worth

much,

Wax tube
Jasteners

I thought that was a good deal.

If you buy wax, all you have to
do is look at the wax cake under-
neath to see if it is dirty. Even the
cleanest wax gets dirty. I guess
that is why you think of “The
Whole Ball of Wax' as something
dirty.

To start I take the top and bot-
tom off a metal fruit can, cut the
end off a nylon stocking, insert
this as a filter into the can and
tie it with a rubber band around
the side. Good paint shops have
quart and gallon strainers if you
don't find any nylons around. Next,
I take two flat sticks, lay them on
top of a pot, stand the can/filter/
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candle maker

funnel on top and pour already

melted wax through
the filter and into
the pot. After
awhile, the wax left
in it will set up,
then I push the ny-
lon out the end, and
heat it up in warm
wax. I kind of don't
like the word hot,
since you need to
heat wax gently. I
want to look into
the pot and see no
commotion in it, no
bubbles.

I always have a
fire extinguisher
around but haven't

needed it yet. You hold the flame of
a Bernzomatic torch against a cake
of wax—it will melt but not burn.
Wax paper is much more dangerous.

I have also heard about beeswax

exper

Keep the tube
off the bottom
of the pot
where the
debris will
collect, and
use it for any
number of
tasks. Seal
leaks, fill
cavities...it is
an
indispensible
tool for
making
molded
candles.

rienced
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A home made candle mold maker. Oil well before

placing the plaster in to set,

exploding when being reheated af-
ter it was cold which means some-
one heated it up too fast.

When you need a tool for candle
making, look in the bee house first.
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I would not like to pour candles with-
out a wax tube fastener. Most bee-
keepers have one around and don't
know what it is. It consists of a
wooden handle and a metal tube. I

Note the repaired crack,
and the dowels and dowel
holes to keep the two
sides of the mold from
sliding when being
poured.
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show them separated because I ad-
just them, because I suspend it on
top of the beeswax pot, and I don't
want it to touch the bottom of the pot.
That is where the impurities collect.
I suspend the tool with a clamp, and
I can pick it up blindfolded with the
finger on that little hole in the
handle. Yes, I forgot to mention that
there is a little hole at the tip of the
handle and another on the

wooden handle. When the

tube stands in the beeswax,

it fills up to the level of wax
in the pot.

Poured candles are
poured upside down, and as
the wax contracts you will
have to add more wax and I
don’t think there is a better
way to do that than with a
wax tube fastener. The most
difficult candles to add to are
the tapered candles in the
eight-pack molds. I add wax
with that wax tube fastener.
Never fill the tubes up to the
top. It is much easier to judge
if you need to add wax. At the end
of filling I actually use a toothpick
and rip the end open to be sure there
is no cavity left.

When I started I had only a few
chocolate molds from Germany and
one eight-pack mold. I drilled a little
hole in the metal molds to get a wick
through. Then I met someone who
wanted 400 Santas so the search

was on. How do I get more molds
without paying $40.00 per mold? I
asked people versed in ceramics if
it was possible to make a mold from
a mold. The answer was no. But, I
don’t always take no for an answer.
So I build some wooden boxes to hold
the molds, tried the rubber that they
sell in craft stores to make molds. I
was not satisfied with the results,

The box used to make
the corn cob candle
mold. Below is a base
for the mold and the
final candle, so itfits
in a candle holder.

beside it being expensive. I talked
about it with a neighbor who sug-
gested plaster of Paris, available in
every hardware store. So I was on
my way. Since there is a problem
with getting the new plaster mold
out of a wooden box, even if it is
oiled, I made the boxes wider and

Continued on next page.
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used strips of

wood, plywood,

paneling, and

nails. The photo

shows the ar-

rangement

Once you take

out the nail

wedges every-

thing comes

apart. The first

thing you need

to do is to

scratch a num-

ber on the back

of the mold be-

cause you have

to match them

and keep them

together. With

matching, I

mean that you

have to take a An old pan is used to finish the bottom.
file and file With a raised center, excess wax runs to
down the high the sides and isn't in the way, and

spot. Being a shouldn't burn.

dentist would
be helpful.

If you get a
big order it is
easier to make a

mold every hour
first, and then it This is the box made to make a Gator
makes candle mold. It comes apart easily, and the final
making easier. product is shown on the opposite page.
What surprised
me at first was
that the plaster
Trim the mold edge when the candle is still warm and the of Paris would
trimming is easier and leaves less of a scar. pull all the heat
__ : - out of the wax,
and when you
take the candle
out early, you
can cut the
barely visible
seam, which ev-
ery molded
candle has.
When you
pour wax into a
plaster mold
and the wax
runs out, it
means that the
wax is too hot.
The photo
shows you how
to cheat by hold-
ing the mold up
to the light If you
see light—a
leak—take the
wax tube fas-
tener and let

one drop roll down the side. Most
molds made out of plaster need a
kerf cut for the wick. A hacksaw is
the right size. If you have a mold

These are the corn cob candles made to hang together.
They didn't sell as well as expected.
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