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James E. Tew

It's presently late February. There's snow outside
and the temperature is below freezing. No bee work for
me today. I have used this excuse with you several
times in previous articles. I'm tired of writing it. You're
tired of reading it. I want to write about Spring bee-
keeping — even though 1 still have several more weeks
of Winter with which to deal. Last week I conducted a
bee workshop in central Alabama and I actually saw a
few dandelions in bloom. Birds were singing and Spring
appeared to be just around the corner. A few days ago,
I saw a TV spot about a bee swarm hanging from a
bicycle in a department store parking lot in Pensacola,
Florida. For me, it is still hard Winter, but for many of
you, it is already hard Spring and the 2002 bee season
is underway.

The Spring transition season is the hardest with
which for me to deal in my articles for you. Some of you
are already having problems with swarming while oth-
ers of us (most of us), will not have the same problems
for about eight more weeks. With your indulgence, I
have decided not to attempt to write a “one-size-fits-
all” article in which [ discuss the troublesome topic of

Two needful bottomboards — one even having the back cleat
knocked off.
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Winter swarming, but rather just go directly to a non-
seasonal topic of Bottom Boards — Their Use and Mis-
use. No matter what season it is, we all need hive bot-
tom boards - don’t we?

Ventilated Bottom Boards

Ventilated bottom boards are all the bee rage. They
purport to help control Varroa and provide for increased
ventilation. I don’t know. They probably do help. Should
you drop everything and go buy the new model bottom
boards? Again, I don't know, but I expect not. On this
Winter day, | decided to kill two birds with one stone. |
would do some maintenance on a couple of old bottom
boards and, at the same time, [ would upgrade it to the
ventilated style (a VBB — ventilated bottom board?).

If you copy mine...

If you copy my ideas, you are on your own. The VBB
I developed has not been tested at all. Send me your
comments and observations on ventilated bottom boards.

Reference lines reacdy_for hole boring and subsequent culting.

Continued on Next Page
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agers on last Fall's rotting apple crop.
I had seen this many times during
late Fall when honey bees,
yellowjackets, bumble bees and hor-
nets all feast on the rotting fruit
crop, but never this many bee forag-
ers. Now, in late Winter, honey bees
have the entire rotting crop to them-
selves. | can't answer my own ques-
tion, “Are these bees picking up
juice or are they eating decaying
fruit pulp?” But in light of nothing
else being available, they were
readily foraging on this unusual late
Winter food source.

DOMINION
& GRIMM INC.

Dominion & Grimm Inc.
164 Yankee Park Road Suite 101

Fairfax, T 05454
Tel:[802) 893-3487 - FAK: (802) 524-9643

Large selection of containers available.

A forager on a

S rotting apple in late
Winter. I supplied

the blacic ring.

I don’t mean to harp

[ don’t mean to beat a dead |
horse, but I enjoyed today. 1 made
meaningful observations and I didn’t
have to get all sweaty doing it. I saw
bees foraging on rotting apples in
late Winter — a first for me. In es-
sence, I enjoyed my bees. I truly
hope that you too have many such
days throughout the year.[F@

Dr. James E. Tew, State Specialist. Beelceep-
ing, The Ohio State University. Wooster, OH
44691, 330.263.3684, Tew. 1 @osu.edu

Minnesota Hygienic

ITALIAN QUEENS
and Russian/SMR Queens
Shipping February 18 to May |

SASSEVILLE APIARIES
3925 Sunset Drive
Zolfo Springs, Florida 33890
Tel: (863) 735-8881
sassevilledqueens @yahoo.com

Subscribe to

Box 678
Tottenham, ON

LOG 1WO

www.canadianbeekeeping.com

PARSONS’ GOLD APIARIES
Overwintered Ohio Stock with
2002 California Queens
5 Frame Nucs
419.221.2219 » Email: pgold @bright.net

www.bright.net/~pgold
Place your order as soon as possible

Nucs $75
$10 Per Nuc will hold your order

2460 Amherst Rd., Cridersville, OH 45806-9703
Mite Solution Products, Oil & Jelly, Available

I.M.N. (nongrafting) SYSTEM OF
QUEEN REARING

ALSO, MDA SPLITTER NUC BOXES
P.O. Box 9552 « WYOMING, MI 49509
for information call 616.241.3235 or

email: mdiss1@juno.com
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