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DANGEROUS °*

OF BEEKEEPING

Jennifer Berry

While in grad school, and still a very a weird swooshing sound. As | scanned
inexperienced beekeeper, our lab was in- the area around me, | could not detect the
vestigating the effects of certain IPM strate- source of the sound. The cows were still to
gies (hygienic queens, bottom screens and my left, staring at me (kinda creepy), and, on
jlsolated apuanes) on Varma mite levels. The -the other side of the rcad there was a ﬂeld‘

situated on the side of a mountain, Smae creepy). Other than the cows and goats,
dab in the middle of a cow field. | was truly there was an.old barn, some trees scattered  ;
heading into the backwoods of North Geor- about, the deserted dirt road, and the UGA
giaand what a chore it was to get there. After-; state truck; | saw nothing moving. “Hello,” |
turning off the major highway, | traveled ‘k-i called out several times, but there was
onto one dirt road after another, travers- !‘—.-.. no response, only those noises.

ing around a mountain, over a creek, . Getting nervous, | hastily lit the =
across a cattle guard, through a field, :

and finally, up a hill. Plus this was in the 1 A Y

day when cell phones were still a rarity
and not the norm, | know crazy! . \ 4
- _ After several hours of neg‘btlatmg the ~ g R
back-roads; | finally arrived at the locale. | - < : 1,
However, my sense of rel:ef quickly faded AN . AR )
when | saw the condition of the access road
leading fo the colonies. The two inches of’
rain which fell the night before, made the
road practically. impassable. Plus, the in-
tervening yard was home to'some.30.0r so
cows, which were all standing behind the
gate looking at- me. No way was:this truck
going up that mountain. This is a fine time T s : \
to realize that | should’ve packed lighter!
While reorganizing for'the fong haul up
the mountain, | kept hearing the strang-
est noises. One sounded like somethmg ‘ "
scratching on metal while/another was - B g o/

s “ -~ \






















and organic alternatives that you can follow on your own,
then follow your instincts. Once you have a comfortable
grasp of honey bee biology, as well as the biology of the
various bee pathogens and pests, you will naturally get to
the point where you can follow your intuition, but please
be sure to wait until you have a clear understanding of
what bees require in order to thrive before you turn to
intuitive beekeeping.

With regards to the type of hive one should start with,
I recommend beginning with a Langstroth-style hive and
experimenting with other style such as the Top Bar hive or
Warré hive only after you have gotten a couple year’s ex-
perience under your belt. There is a lot more information
available on the use of the Langstroth hive in beekeeping
than for using top bar hives or Warré hives and there are
far fewer beekeepers with any experience with the latter
two options should you have questions.

The final piece of advice that I like to offer first-year
beekeepers is to not be afraid of going through their hives
on a regular basis. There are people out there who teach
beekeepers to leave their hives alone and to keep colony
inspections to a minimum. Back in the old days before
mites, small hive beetles, and a host of diseases that have
surfaced on the North American continent in the past 30
years this advice would have been appropriate. Today
however, the environment that bees have to navigate and
the interior of the hive cavity have been so manipulated
and changed by humans that in most of the country, to
leave hives alone is more likely to lead to colony death
than to aid in its ability to thrive. I normally check my
bees every seven to 10 days, while at the same time I try
to keep the disturbance of the hives under my care to a
minimum. However, during their first year I encourage
new beekeepers to open hives, remove frames, inspect
the broed area, look for eggs, try to find the queen, and
observe the levels of pollen and honey within the hive ev-
ery one to two weeks. That's right, every week if possible!

This is because there is only so much you can learn about
beekeeping from classes, workshops, articles, videos, and
books. In the end, you have to actually open hives and
handle frames of brood and bees in order to get the expe-
rience that is needed. After the first year of handling the
bees regularly, you should not have to go through hives
and disturb the bees with such regularity and instead be
able to get a good sense of whether the hive is doing well
and is developing normally or not by simply observing
bees at the hive entrance and taking a quick look under
the inner cover. Your goal is to be a beekeeper by working
in partnership with the colony, not to abandon the hive to
it’s own devices and perhaps allow it to starve or die from
disease in the process. The ancient craft of beekeeping can
be incredibly fulfilling and enjoyable as long as you are
committed to following through, overcoming the various
frustrations that may be encountered and not becoming
overwhelmed and intimidated in the process.
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TIPS

I carry extra lids. One solid with no air holes and one with
screen and wood donut like used on bottom of bucket.
I use a two gallon set of buckets and a five gallon set
depending on circumstances. If the swarm is in a tree
I will brush the cluster into one bucket and cover with
solid lid. I then invert bucket and remove opposite lid
and hang by handle and a piece of wire near the remain-
ing cluster of bees. If you captured queen on first try all
remaining bees will soon enter open bucket and cluster
on window screen at the bottom of your buckets. If they
don’t the queen is most likely still loose. Allow them to
recluster and try again. When I close second bucket I use
lid with window screen during warm weather and lid with
small air holes during cold weather. These buckets can
serve other purposes. I recently removed a wild swarm
from a tree which had been blown down into a wet weather
spring during a wind storm. Always have your swarm
gear prepared. This past Spring heavy flooding forced a
truck driver for an apiary delivering packages to release
his load into the wild. This occured well before swarm

season and unfortunately during very poor weather |

conditions. Hopefully a few survived and will mix with
our Ozark feral bees. We are blessed with a large healthy
population here in southern Missouri. Good luck swarm
hunting and if use our bucket design please just Bee sure
to leave no Bee Beehind.
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Heartland Apicultural
Society (HAS)

11t Annual Conference

When: July 12-14, 2012
Where: University of Missouri at
St. Louis

This conference is open to everyone
interested in beekeeping, including
beginners and those with experience.
Outdoor workshops, vendors, and experts
in the field will be in attendance. Classes
from beginning beekeeping to advanced
queen rearing available.

Details on registration, lodging, and
classes available at our website:
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